
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - October 31, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $1,218.84
World Mission: $266.75

Our Lady of Mercy:  $845.00
World Mission:  $85.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Oct. 24, 2021

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Nov 01 - All Saints Day 7:15am Thomas & 6:00pm Parsons
Nov 02 - All Souls Day 12 noon Parsons & 5pm Thomas
Nov 07 - DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
Nov 07 - “Ask Father” following the 11am Mass in Parsons

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE
The Society of St. Thomas Women are having their 
Christmas Basket Raffle once again!  Ticket donation is 
$5. Drawing will be Dec 12th. Tickets are available in 
the back of both churches.
*ATTENTION LADIES: Please bring donations for the 
Christmas baskets to the Rectory during office hours by 
Sunday November 21st.  They will be assembled on 
November 21st after the 9am Mass in.  Any questions, 
call Mariann at 304-694-5509.

DEVOTIONS FOR THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH

ARCHDIOCESE FOR THE MILITARY SERVICES:      
This unique Archdiocese is faced with many 
challenges, including a  severe shortage of Catholic 
priest-chaplains, a flock spread out among military 
installations across the world, and constant transition. 
The AMS receives no funding from the military or the 
government and must rely solely on private donors.

Weekly 30-min reflections on St. Joseph
Monday at Our Lady of Mercy

Nov 1 after 6pm Mass
Tuesday at St. Thomas Aquinas

Nov 2, after 5pm Mass 

Consecration to St. Joseph
Tuesday, Nov. 9th, at conclusion of 5pm Mass

The Church encourages us to pray on Nov. 2 for all 
faithful departed, including our deceased loved ones 
and benefactors. Mass will be offered at 12:00 noon at 
Our Lady of Mercy and at 5:00pm at St. Thomas. On 
this important day, there will be traditional music to 
solemnize the Requiem Masses at 12 and 5. We can also 
benefit the poor souls by praying at a cemetery and by 
many other pious devotions [which merit indulgences]. 
To pray for the poor souls has been called “the greatest 
act of charity” because these souls cannot help 
themselves. [After death they depend on our prayers.]

ALL SOUL’S DAY
PRO-LIFE CORNER

Killing unborn children 
because their lives will be 
hard or they’re a reminder of 
a bad event or the mother 
doesn’t want to put her life 
on hold are the most selfish & 
evil reasons to kill a person. I 
don’t typically enjoy causing 
conflict but I will 100% start a 
fight on this.

1:00pm every Sunday 
St. John University Parish
1481 University Avenue 
Morgantown, WV

Traditional Latin Mass



Hail Mary
from True Devotion to Mary, by St. Louis-Marie de Montfort

Jesus did not choose to give himself in a direct manner to the human race, though he 
could easily have done so. He chose to come through the Virgin Mary. Thus, he did not come into 
the world independently of others in the flower of his manhood, but he came as a frail little child 
dependent on the care and attention of his Mother. Consumed with the desire to give glory to 
God, his Father, and save the human race, he saw no better or shorter way to do so than by 
submitting completely to Mary. What immeasurable glory, then, do we give to God when, 
following the example of Jesus, we submit to Mary!

There is no darkness in Mary, not even the slightest shadow, since there was never any 
sin in her. She is a holy place, a holy of holies, in which saints are formed and molded. There is a 
vast difference between carving a statue by blows of hammer and chisel and making a statue by 
using a mold. Sculptors and statue-makers work hard and need plenty of time to make statues by 
the first method. But the second method does not involve much work and takes very little time. 
St. Augustine, speaking to our Blessed Lady, says, "You are worthy to be called the mold of God." 
Anyone who is spiritually cast into the divine mold, which is Mary, is quickly shaped and 
molded into Jesus and Jesus into him. At little cost and in a short time, he will become Christ-
like since he is cast into the very same mold that fashioned the God-man.

Few Christians, however enlightened, understand the value, merit, excellence and 
necessity of the “Hail Mary.” Our Blessed Lady herself had to appear to men of great holiness 
and insight, such as St. Dominic, St. John Capistrano, and Blessed Alan de Rupe, to convince 
them of the richness of this prayer. Then they composed whole books on the wonders this prayer 
had worked and its efficacy in converting sinners. They earnestly proclaimed that, just as the 
salvation of the world began with the “Hail Mary,” so the salvation of each individual is bound 
up with it. They also tell us that the “Hail Mary” is a heavenly dew which waters the earth of our 
soul and makes it bear fruit in due season. The soul which is not watered by this heavenly dew 
bears no fruit. 

Here is what our Blessed Lady revealed to Blessed Alan de Rupe as recorded in his book 
The Dignity of the Rosary, and as told again by Cartagena: “Know, my son, and make it known to 
all, that lukewarmness or negligence in saying the ‘Hail Mary,’ or a distaste for it, is a probable 
and proximate sign of eternal damnation, for by this prayer the whole world was restored.” These 
are terrible words, but at the same time they are consoling. We should find it hard to believe 
them, were we not assured of their truth by Blessed Alan and by St. Dominic before him, and by 
so many great men since his time. On the other hand, we know from experience that those who 
are truly on the path to sanctity appreciate and love the Hail Mary and are always glad to say it. 
The closer they are to God, the more they love this prayer, as our Blessed Lady went on to tell 
Blessed Alan.

When the Hail Mary is well said, that is, with attention, devotion and humility, it is, 
according to the saints, the enemy of Satan, putting him to flight; it is the hammer that crushes 
him, a source of holiness for souls, a joy to the angels and a sweet melody for the devout. It is the 
Canticle of the New Testament, a delight for Mary and glory for the most Blessed Trinity. The 
Hail Mary is dew falling from heaven to make the soul fruitful. It is a pure kiss of love we give to 
Mary. It is a crimson rose, a precious pearl that we offer to her.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Nov 5th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

Adoration

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
 Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 
Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 

Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,

Rose Ann Eye, Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Nov 01
All Saints (Sol)
7:15am (T) Fr. Charles Carroll
6:00pm (P) People of the Parish

Tuesday, Nov 02
All Souls’ Day
12:00 noon (P) Intentions of the Pope
5:00pm (T) For all of the Poor Souls in Purgatory †

Wednesday, Nov 03
St. Martin de Porres, Religious (opt)         
*No Mass

Thursday, Nov 04
St. Charles Borromeo, Bishop (obl)
5:00pm (T) Richard & Patricia LaHood

First Friday, Nov 05
Weekday
5:00pm (T) ADORATION & BENEDICTION
6:00pm (T) Virginia Ferruso Wilson †

First Saturday, Nov 06
Weekday; BVM (opt)
9:00am (P) Anthony Lenzo †
5:00pm (T) Frank Hoffner † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Nov 07
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Wallace †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish  

The Church and the world have a great 
need of eucharistic worship. Jesus waits 
for us in this sacrament of love. Let us 
be generous with our time in going to 
meet Him in adoration and in 
contemplation that is full of faith and 
ready to make reparation for the great 
faults and crimes of the world. May our 
adoration never cease.

~Pope Saint John Paul II

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time


