
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - November 07, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $1501.42
All Saints: $101  All Souls: $155
Our Lady of Mercy:  $1454.00
All Saints: $40  All Souls: $10

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Oct. 31, 2021

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Nov 07 - “Ask Father” following the 11am Mass in Parsons
Nov 09 - Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm in the Center
Nov 14 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after the 11am Mass
Nov 16 - K of C meeting in Parsons at 6:00pm in the social hall

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE

The Society of St. Thomas Women are having their 
Christmas Basket Raffle once again! Ticket donation is 
$5. Drawing will be Dec 12th. Tickets are available in 
the back of both churches. 

CONSECRATION TO ST. JOSEPH

ARCHDIOCESE FOR THE MILITARY SERVICES:      
This unique Archdiocese is faced with many 
challenges, including a  severe shortage of Catholic 
priest-chaplains, a flock spread out among military 
installations across the world, and constant transition. 
The AMS receives no funding from the military or the 
government and must rely solely on private donors.

The consecration to St. Joseph will be held this 
Tuesday, Nov. 9th, at the conclusion of 5pm Mass in 
Thomas. All those who have been spiritually preparing 
for this event are invited to come.

THANKSGIVING DINNER 2021
PRO-LIFE CORNER

Head to a Planned Parenthood and 
ask for diapers, formula, a crib, rent 

assistance, food, bill assistance, 
assistance with education for your 

child, health care for your child, etc. 
And then come and tell me pro-lifers 

are the ones that don’t care for 
children after they’re born.

~Fr. John Hollowell

Preparation is underway for the 2021 Thanksgiving 
Dinner for the people of the Davis and Thomas area. 
Due to COVID restrictions, there will be only take outs 
and deliveries.  This Ecumenical work will be hosted, 
again, in the St. Thomas Center. Volunteers and 
donations are very much appreciated.  We are 
especially in need of people to bake and carve turkeys, 
(turkeys have already been purchased) provide 
pumpkin pies and cool whip donations.  Please bring 
them to the St. Thomas Center by 9:30am on 
Thanksgiving morning, Nov. 25.  Monetary donations 
help for the other items.  Volunteers to help prepare 
and serve the meals should be available at 10:00am in 
the St. Thomas Center. People are needed to deliver 
meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-Benbush area and 
Pineview apt. and as dishwashers and clean up.  Please 
call Kathy & Pat Kotten (866-6243).

WITH SYMPATHY
Please pray for the soul of Sob 
Gennantonio who was buried from 
our parish church on Friday, Oct. 
15th. Please pray for the consolation 
of her family as well.

1:00pm every Sunday 
St. John University Parish
1481 University Avenue 
Morgantown, WV

Traditional Latin Mass



FROM FATHER SMAY’S DESK
     November is a month which by custom is devoted to the remembrance of the Faithful 
Departed and in particular the souls in purgatory.  In a special way on November 2nd, we 
celebrate All Souls’ Day.  There is a bit of an oddity to this day for priests in particular. 
     In times past certain abuses crept into the practice of the Church and it would happen 
that priests would celebrate many Masses every day.  One of the principle means for a priest 
to pay for his living expenses and also a large source of income for monasteries was the 
stipends that people would pay to have Masses offered.  This was an abuse and one of the 
things that Protestants took great exception to.  Martin Luther wrote his 95 Thesis, basically 
95 issues he had with the Catholic Church and this kind of abuse was among them.  The 
Church condemned forty-one of his 95 Theses; the Church in her deep wisdom recognized 
that much of what Luther said was legitimate critique.  The abuses which had crept into the 
Church would eventually be addressed at the Council of Trent.  Among the legitimate 
critiques was the abuse of so many Masses being offered for what was, in the final analysis, 
monetary gain.  The Church put an end to this practice by legislating that a priest may only 
celebrate Mass once per day. 
     But like every rule, there are always exceptions.  In this case, an objective pastoral 
necessity permits a priest to celebrate Mass more than once a day (as I have done many 
times).  There are also two days on which a priest may offer Mass three times without any 
pastoral necessity: Christmas and All Souls’ Day. 
     The origins of the permission for priests to offer three Masses on All Souls’ Day is fairly 
recent.  In 1915 the First World War had just erupted in Europe.  World War I was the first 
truly modern war.  The invention and perfection of numerous war implements made it the 
goriest war up to that point.  Amidst all the destruction were many Catholic churches.  Pope 
Benedict XV, the reigning pope during the First World War, seeing the carnage to humans 
and being aware of the destruction of numerous parishes and therefore Masses that could 
not be celebrated, granted to all priests the license to celebrate three Masses on All Souls’ 
Day on the condition that the second intention be for all the faithful departed, and the third 
for the intentions of the Pope. 
     Setting aside for a moment the liturgical oddity of the day, it is good for us to take time 
out of our daily and weekly routines to pray for our dead relatives and friends and in fact all 
the holy souls in purgatory.  The fact is that, excepting the reception of a special grace, we 
are never certain of the final destination of our loved ones.  Are they in heaven, or hell, or 
purgatory?  We simply don’t know.  The Church teaches that the sufferings of the souls in 
purgatory are relieved and the process of purgation is expedited, by the suffrages and 
prayers of the faithful here on earth and especially by the prayer of Holy Mass.  There are a 
few truly saintly men and women that I’ve known and I still pray for them just in case they 
are in purgatory; even if they are in heaven, I have full confidence that God will not allow 
my prayers to go to waste and some other souls are helped by my prayers. 
     During this month dedicated to praying for the holy souls in purgatory, each of us should 
take some extra time to pray for the dead. 



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Dec 03

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

Adoration

When the most Holy Sacrament of the 
Altar is not revered and loved, scandals 
will abound, faith will languish and the 
Church mourn. On the other hand, if this 
Sacrament be worthily frequented, peace 
will reign in Christian hearts, the devil will 
lose power and souls will be sanctified.
~The Blessed Eucharist Our Greatest Treasure

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
 Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson,
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Rose Ann Eye, Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Nov 08
Weekday
7:15am (T) Bob & Bobby Sheeler †

Tuesday, Nov 09
The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica (Feast)
5:00pm (T) Dec & Liv members of the Meyer Family 

Wednesday, Nov 10
St. Leo the Great, Pope & Doctor of the Church (obl)   
9:00am (P) Jerry DiBacco †

Thursday, Nov 11
St. Martin of Tours, Bishop (obl)
5:00pm (T) Don Woods †

Friday, Nov 12
St. Josaphat, Bishop & Martyr (obl)
5:00pm (T) Phillip Wilson †

Saturday, Nov 13
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin (obl)
9:00am (P) John & Anna DeBevits †
5:00pm (T) People of the Parish (VIGIL)

Sunday, Nov 14
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Thomas Scott †
11:00am (P) Joan Lipscomb †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time


