
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - November 14, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $2,882.01
Military Services: $329.14

Our Lady of Mercy:  $997.00
Military Services: $285.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Nov. 7, 2021

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Nov 14 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after the 11am Mass
Nov 16 - K of C meeting in Parsons at 6:00pm in the social hall
Nov 25 - THANKSGIVING DAY 

RETREAT FOR SURVIVORS OF ABUSE

ATTENTION LADIES
Ladies are asked to stay after the 9am Mass on Sunday, 
Nov. 21 to help assemble the Christmas baskets for the 
raffle on Dec. 12th. There is a desperate need of items for 
the baskets. Donations can be dropped off at the Rectory. 
All items are greatly appreciated!

Survivors of all forms of abuse are invited to attend a 
retreat called The Way. The Way is 3-day guided 
meditation and prayer program for men and women 
crafted around the Stations of the Cross. Sponsored by the 
Archdiocese of Washington, the retreat is free of charge 
and will be held November 19-20, 2021, for men and 
February 18-20, 2022, for women.
For more information on the retreat, visit adw.org/the-
way-retreat. To learn more and to register, please contact 
Deborah McDonald at mcdonaldd@adw.org or 
301-853-4466.

THANKSGIVING DINNER 2021
PRO-LIFE CORNER

Abortion: it’s more than a 
problem, it’s homicide, 

whoever has an abortion, kills. 
No mincing words. Take any 

book on embryology for 
medical students. The third 
week after conception, ll the 

organts are already there, even 
the DNA… it is a human life, 

this human life must be 
respected, this principle is so 

clear!
~Pope Francis

Preparation is underway for the 2021 Thanksgiving 
Dinner for the people of the Davis and Thomas area. Due 
to COVID restrictions, there will be only take outs and 
deliveries.  This Ecumenical work will be hosted, again, in 
the St. Thomas Center. Volunteers and donations are very 
much appreciated. Provide pumpkin pies and cool whip 
donations.  Please bring them to the St. Thomas Center by 
9:30am on Thanksgiving morning, Nov. 25.  Monetary 
donations help for the other items.  Volunteers to help 
prepare and serve the meals should be available at 
10:00am in the St. Thomas Center. People are needed to 
deliver meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-Benbush area 
and Pineview apartments and as dishwashers and clean 
up.  Please call Kathy & Pat Kotten (866-6243).  

PRAY THE ROSARY EVERYDAY
Total rosaries for 1 month: 633

Total rosaries since May 2016: 37,691

DRIVERS NEEDED
The senior center is in dire need for 
drivers to deliver meals. Meal delivery 
is Monday through Thursday.  Right 
now the cook is delivering. If you are 
able to help deliver meals, please email 
Fr. Smay at msmay@dwc.org.



WHY IS THIS SO HARD TO UNDERSTAND?
by Fr. John Riccardo of actsxxix.org

     Try to imagine the following scenario, if you can.  
     The parish is gathered on Sunday morning for Mass and, after the proclamation of the Gospel, 
I begin my homily with these words: “Brothers and sisters, it has come to my attention that Fr. X 
(an associate pastor at our parish) has been sexually abusing some of the children in the school.” 
Immediately, faces flash everything from shock to anger to everything in between. But it gets 
worse. I then go on to say, “Now, let me make this abundantly clear. I am personally opposed to 
this kind of behavior, but I don’t know how I can impose my own views on Fr. X.” 
     This is simply ludicrous, isn’t it? Can anyone possibly imagine me, or any other priest, 
publicly saying something like this from the pulpit? Not only would there be outraged emails, 
phone calls, and letters to various media outlets, no one would remain a member of that parish. 
No one would even stay for the remainder of Mass. 
     That most painful and unimaginable scenario has been a helpful one for me in trying to think 
about how to talk about human dignity, in general, and about the dignity of the unborn human 
being, in particular. In these days God has chosen for us to be alive, there seems to be very little 
if any reasoned, calm discussion about—well, almost anything, I’m afraid, and certainly not with 
regards to the issue that is the unborn human being and the topic of abortion. All too often we 
have heard leaders at various levels of government say things like me in the imagined scene 
from the pulpit, “I’m personally opposed to this, but…” 
     At the risk of sounding cruel for a moment, why should anybody care about the plight of 
immigrants, or the poor, or the sick, or the elderly, or about anyone else for that matter? Isn’t it 
simply because they’re human and they are entitled to dignity? That’s why we should be 
concerned with every human being, wherever we find them.  
     Why does all of this suddenly change when it comes to the unborn human being? After all, 
science (not the Bible, or The Catechism of the Catholic Church, or the pope) clearly tells us that 
from the moment of conception we are dealing with a human being here. 
     Isn’t this a simple “either…or…” matter? “Either all human beings are persons and therefore 
have rights, or only some human beings are persons and therefore have rights.” If only some 
human beings are persons, and therefore have rights, who are the ones to whom we have given 
that kind of power, and what criteria do they use? Skin color? Sex? Socio-economic class? 
Whatever the criteria used it must be arbitrary. Which world would you want to live in: the one 
where all human beings are considered human and given rights, or the one where only some are? 
     On December 1, the United States Supreme Court is going to hear Dobbs v. Jackson’s 
Women’s Health. At stake is whether or not the Court will overturn Roe v. Wade (and Casey v. 
Planned Parenthood) or not. No matter the outcome, the ruling will be seismic. As disciples of 
Jesus, let us be deliberate in our daily prayers (and perhaps weekly fasting) not simply that the 
Justices will be guided by reason and rational thought and logic, but for the ongoing conversion 
of all those in positions of authority in the judicial, legislative, and executive branches of our 
government. May the Lord enlighten their minds, and ours, to think clearly about the human 
being and human dignity. And let us also pray that we will keep in mind the convicting words of 
C.S. Lewis: 
     “After the Blessed Sacrament, the holiest object ever presented to our senses is another human 
being.”

Reprinted with permission.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Dec 03

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

Adoration

When the most Holy Sacrament of the 
Altar is not revered and loved, scandals 
will abound, faith will languish and the 
Church mourn. On the other hand, if this 
Sacrament be worthily frequented, peace 
will reign in Christian hearts, the devil will 
lose power and souls will be sanctified.
~The Blessed Eucharist Our Greatest Treasure

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
 Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Rose Ann Eye, Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Nov 15
St. Albert the Great, Bishop & Doc of the Church (opt)
NO MASS

Tuesday, Nov 16
St. Margaret of Scotland; St. Gertrude, Virgin (opt)
5:00pm (T) Idella Ubl †

Wednesday, Nov 17
St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious (obl)   
9:00am (P) Poor Souls in Purgatory †

Thursday, Nov 18
The Dedication of the Basilicas of Sts Peter & Paul, 
Apostles; (opt) St. Rose Philippine Duchesne, Virgin (opt)
5:00pm (T) Jennifer Lanthaler

Friday, Nov 19
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Francesca Zimmer

Saturday, Nov 20
Weekday; BVM (opt)
9:00am (P)  Blase K. Sacus †
5:00pm (T) People of the Parish (VIGIL)

Sunday, Nov 21
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Diane Ulch and Imelda Stevenson †
11:00am (P) Tom DiBacco †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time


