OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE - November 21, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Administrator: Fr. Martin J. Smay, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email: msmay@dwc.org
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date of
marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor are
required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us
know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome here, we
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it is the recognition by the
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever
needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church. Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are
invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

THANKSGIVING DINNER 2021
It’s time for the 2021 Thanksgiving Dinner for the people
of the Davis and Thomas area. Due to COVID restrictions,
there will be only take outs and deliveries. This
Ecumenical work will be hosted, again, in the St. Thomas
Center. Volunteers and donations are very much
appreciated. Please bring food donations to the St.
Thomas Center by 9:30am on Thanksgiving morning, Nov.
25. Volunteers to help prepare and serve the meals should
be available at 10:00am. People are needed to deliver
meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-Benbush area and
Pineview apt. and as dishwashers and clean up. Please
call Kathy & Pat Kotten (866-6243).

ADVENT PROJECT FOR THE UNBORN
Our Baby Bottle Project this year consists of “collecting
prayers” to prevent the abortions of babies during this
Advent Season. How? Simple:
1) Adopt an unborn baby - boy or girl you can name;
2) Pray for “your baby” all during Advent;
3) Fill out slips indicating your “offerings” - whether
family prayertime, extra Rosary, visits to the Blessed
Sacrament, weekday Mass, little sacrifices (less TV,
less ___ ? fill in the blank);
4) Return “filled bottles” as a gift to Jesus on Christmas
Eve!!
How many “babies” can we save through our Parish
Prayer this Advent??

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Come and adore Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament!
Sign up for Adoration during Advent!
Wednesdays at Our Lady of Mercy
9:30am until 9pm ~ Rosary at 8pm
Thursdays at St. Thomas Aquinas

9:00am until 5pm
SIGN UP SHEETS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE CHURCH

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
Nov 25 - THANKSGIVING DAY
Nov 28 - Advent begins
Dec 05 - ASK FATHER after the 11am Mass in Parsons
Dec 08 - IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - Holy day of obligation

PRO-LIFE CORNER
Is it right to kill a human life to solve
a problem? Is it right to hire a
hitman to kill a human life?
Scientifically, an embryo is a human
life. Is it right to take it out to solve a
problem? That is why the Church is
so harsh on abortion, because if it
accepts this, it is as if it accepts daily
murder. ~Pope Francis

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
CHRISTMAS PARTY

All Knights and their wives are invited to
the annual Knights of Columbus
Christmas dinner on Sunday, Dec. 05 at
6pm. This year the dinner will be a
modified potluck with Knights providing
the main course and hors d’oeuvres. This
meal is free (donations accepted). Must
RSVP Matt Hambleton by Nov. 29th:
904-994-8280

ATTENTION LADIES
Ladies are asked to stay after the 9am
Mass on Sunday, Nov. 21 to help
assemble the Christmas baskets for
the raffle on Dec. 12th. Please meet at
the rectory conference room.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Nov. 14, 2021
St. Thomas: $4,892.25
Our Lady of Mercy: $982.00

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

Don’t forget our local food pantries! The
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food
donations. Please bring your food
donations to the back of the church and a
volunteer will pick them up and deliver
them to the proper location.

FROM FR. SMAY’S DESK
Faith is the virtue by which we firmly believe all the truths God has revealed. I wish to
focus for a moment on the contents of the Catholic Faith. When Christ the Lord ascended
into heaven, He did not leave behind Him a book containing what He said and did. On the
contrary, the last sentence of St. John’s Gospel says “there are also many other things which
Jesus did; were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not
contain the books that would be written” (21:25). Christ left behind the Church, a living
society made up of His faithful. He gave to the Church the Holy Spirit and it is this Gift that
causes the unity and life of the Church. Our Lord told the Apostles that the Holy Spirit “will
teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you” (John 14:26).
He made the Apostles the first teachers in the Church and this living teaching office has been
handed down from one generation to the next. The Bishops in particular have the task of
teaching and guarding the faith. But they are not free to teach whatever suits their fancy.
The Church has always struggled against errors. In the early days, false teachers arose and
they did not draw from the teachings of our Lord, but rather they invented false doctrines. If
we read the New Testament, we will find warnings against these false teachers frequently.
St. Paul calls these false teachings the “doctrines of demons” (1 Timothy 4:1). St. Paul also
warned the Galatians, “there is not another gospel, but there are some who trouble you and
want to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach
to you a gospel contrary to that which we preached to you, let him be accursed” (1:7-8).
There was one good side effect to these false teachings: erroneous teaching always forced
a clarification of what Christ taught. In one case, there arose a controversy about rebaptizing persons who had been baptized outside the Catholic Church. The bishop of
Carthage was doing this at the end of the 2nd century and it caused a big controversy. Pope
St. Stephen wrote him a letter admonishing this break from the received tradition and
supplied for us an important principle, “Let there be no innovation – nothing but what has
been handed down.” St. Vincent of Lérins, commenting in the 5th century on this letter,
summed up that letter in a few sentences: “true piety admits no other rule than that
whatsoever things have been faithfully received from our fathers the same are to be
faithfully consigned to our children; and that it is our duty, not to lead religion whither we
would, but rather to follow religion whither it leads; and that it is the part of Christian
modesty and gravity not to hand down our own beliefs or observances to those who come
after us, but to preserve and keep what we have received from those who went before us”
and then he concludes by summing up the whole thing with this pithy little statement:
“Antiquity was retained, novelty was rejected.”
It matters not whether someone is a pope, a bishop, a priest, or a parent, when it comes to
learning the Catholic Faith and passing it on to the next generation, this is at the very heart:
that which is ancient is to be retained; that which is a novelty is to be rejected. There are few
things, indeed very few, which are more important than guarding our faith and passing it on
because “without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6) and without faith,
there is no salvation. That is why very many Christians have gone to their deaths rather than
renouncing the faith and why we, too, should pray for the grace to cling to the Catholic faith
unto death.

Adoration

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Monday, Nov 22

St. Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr (obl)
7:15am (T) Archbishop John J. Swint †

Tuesday, Nov 23

St. Clement I, Pope and Martyr (opt)
St. Columban, Abbot (opt)
Bl. Miguel Agustin Pro, Priest and Martyr (opt)
5:00pm (T) Gene Randolph †

Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

8:30 - 9:00am
every Wed
in Parsons
4:30 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Every First
Friday
Next month:
Dec 03
5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

Wednesday, Nov 24

St. Andrew Dŭng-Ląc, Priest,
and Companions, Martyrs (obl)
9:00am (P) Joe-Liz Krosmico †

Thursday, Nov 25

Weekday - Thanksgiving
St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgina and Martyr (opt)
9:00am (T) Rhoda Kotten †

Friday, Nov 26

Weekday
5:00pm (T) Moore & Fortini Families †

Saturday, Nov 27

Weekday; BVM (opt)
9:00am (P) Allen Passman †
5:00pm (T) Barbara Saboites † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Nov 28

First Sunday of Advent
9:00am (T) People of the Parish
11:00am (P) Dr. Neil & Yvonne Lothes †

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

When the most Holy Sacrament of the
Altar is not revered and loved, scandals
will abound, faith will languish and the
Church mourn. On the other hand, if this
Sacrament be worthily frequented, peace
will reign in Christian hearts, the devil will
lose power and souls will be sanctified.
~Fr. Michael Müller, C.Ss.R.

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Kathy Kotten (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold
Donna Mason, Elaine Watson,
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker,
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Sarah Nickel,
Rose Ann Eye, Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities,
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional
information and reporting methods.

