FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - November 28, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Administrator: Fr. Martin J. Smay, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email: msmay@dwc.org
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date of
marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor are
required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us
know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome here, we
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it is the recognition by the
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever
needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church. Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are
invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

PRO-LIFE CORNER

Come and adore Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament!
Sign up for Adoration during Advent!

Every child who, rather than being
born, is condemned unjustly to being
aborted, bears the face of Jesus
Christ, bears the face of the Lord,
Who even before He was born, and
then just after birth, experienced the
world’s rejection.
~Pope Francis

Wednesdays at Our Lady of Mercy
9:30am until Rosary and benediction at 8pm
Thursdays at St. Thomas Aquinas

9:00am until 5pm
SIGN UP SHEETS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE CHURCH

THANKS TO ALL
We would like to thank all who came forward to help in
anyway for the Blackwater Ministerial Thanksgiving
Dinner. We appreciate all you have done to make this
event a success. Thanks for your asts of charity for those
in need. ~Kathy & Pat Kotten

ADVENT PROJECT FOR THE UNBORN
Our Baby Bottle Project this year consists of “collecting
prayers” to prevent the abortions of babies during this
Advent Season. How? Simple:
1) Adopt an unborn baby - boy or girl you can name;
2) Pray for “your baby” all during Advent;
3) Fill out slips indicating your “offerings” - whether
family prayertime, extra Rosary, visits to the Blessed
Sacrament, weekday Mass, little sacrifices (less TV,
less ___ ? fill in the blank);
4) Return “filled bottles” as a gift to Jesus on Christmas
Eve!!
How many “babies” can we save through our Parish
Prayer this Advent??

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
Nov 28 - Advent begins
Dec 05 - ASK FATHER after the 11am Mass in Parsons
Dec 05 - Knights of Columbus Christmas Party at 6pm
Dec 08 - IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - Holy day of obligation
Dec 08 - OLM Women’s Guild Christmas Card event at 6:30pm
Dec 12 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after the 11am Mass
followed by decorating of the social hall
Dec 14 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm
Dec 19 - Christmas covered dish dinner after the 11am Mass and
decorating of the church

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
CHRISTMAS PARTY

All Knights and their wives are invited to
the annual Knights of Columbus
Christmas dinner on Sunday, Dec. 05 at
6pm. This year the dinner will be a
modified potluck with Knights providing
the main course and hors d’oeuvres. This
meal is free (donations accepted). Must
RSVP Matt Hambleton by Nov. 29th:
904-994-8280

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS
Envelopes will be in the back of both
churches for those who would like to
make donations towards Christmas
flowers in memory of loved ones.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Nov. 21, 2021
St. Thomas: $3,056.14
Our Lady of Mercy: $692.00

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

Don’t forget our local food pantries! The
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food
donations. Please bring your food
donations to the back of the church and a
volunteer will pick them up and deliver
them to the proper location.

ADVENT AND THE DEEPER TRUTHS
Father George W. Rutler

Recently I read something I had written about Advent in an essay rather a while ago,
and in it I pointed out that this holy season every year is a healthy kind of crisis. The
Chinese character for "crisis" consists of two strokes: one stands for "danger" and the
other "opportunity." Advent is an opportunity to think deeply about Death, Judgment,
Heaven and Hell. If The Four Last Things are dangerous subjects, they also are an
opportunity to be rescued from living life superficially. The tradition of preaching on
these mysteries is especially important when silly worldliness distorts the world.
Without Advent, the only thing to do is to "rush" Christmas, with celebrations
without much purpose. That turns Christmas inside out and can even make it
depressing. Superficial Christmas is "joy without a cause" as G.K. Chesterton said in
1911 in his epic poem, The Ballad of the White Horse. He also said a couple of years
earlier: "There is no more dangerous or disgusting habit than that of celebrating
Christmas before it comes."
Our Lord spoke of people who "loved the dark rather than the light" (John 3:19), and
we see that today in those who would ban any mention of Christmas. The tendency to
set up Christmas decorations before Christmas is at least a clumsy way of expressing a
desire for light rather than dark, but it is futile without a moral awareness of what light
and dark are.
Advent is awkward because its mysteries are not the sort of things entertainers
dressed as elves sing about. While the Church calls attention to reality, avuncular
clergymen often succumb to fantasy themselves, with Christmas parties in Advent and
wreaths without reason. Of course, this is illogical, because it contradicts the way the
Logos arranged the world. The Logos, or the Word, is Jesus himself, who uttered all
things into being by saying, "Fiat" — "Let there be." And the first thing he let there be
was light: "Light from Light" as the Creed chants it. But the only way to recognize the
illogic of Christmas without Advent is to "walk as children of light" (Ephesians 5:8).
The choice of darkness rather than light is a preference for the Prince of Darkness
rather than Christ the Light. The best way to walk in the Light is to get rid of the
darkness in the soul, and so Advent is a prime time for confessing sins in the Sacrament
of Reconciliation. Then the penitent is re-united with the Light of the World. Christ
sheds light on Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell, giving moral cogency to the mystery
of life itself. "He is before all things, and by him all things are held
together" (Colossians 1:17). As the highest truths are very simple, the simplest logic is
this: Without the Christ of Christmas, all things fall apart.

Adoration

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
First Sunday of Advent
Monday, Nov 29

Advent Weekday
7:15am (T) Robert Nichols †

Tuesday, Nov 30

St. Andrew, Apostle (feast)
No Public Mass ~ Joseph & Mary Deegan †
(Father will say this Mass privately)

Wednesday, Dec 01

Advent Weekday
9:00am (P) Poor Souls in Purgatory †
9:30am until 8:00pm (P) ADORATION

Thursday, Dec 02

Advent Weekday
9:00am until 5:00pm (T) ADORATION
5:00pm (T) Sr. Electa Schmdt †

First Friday, Dec 03

St. Francis Xavier, Priest (obl)
5:00pm (P) ADORATION & BENEDICTION
6:00pm (P) Nancy Nester †

First Saturday, Dec 04

St. John Damascene, Priest & Doc of the Church (opt)
9:00am (P) Vince DiBacco †
5:00pm (T) Dec Members of the Zizunas Family † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Dec 05

Second Sunday of Advent
9:00am (T) Gene Randolph †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

8:30 - 9:00am
every Wed
in Parsons
4:30 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Every First
Friday
Next month:
Dec 03
5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

When the most Holy Sacrament of the
Altar is not revered and loved, scandals
will abound, faith will languish and the
Church mourn. On the other hand, if this
Sacrament be worthily frequented, peace
will reign in Christian hearts, the devil will
lose power and souls will be sanctified.
~Fr. Michael Müller, C.Ss.R.

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Kathy Kotten (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold
Donna Mason, Elaine Watson,
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker,
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Sarah Nickel,
Rose Ann Eye, Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities,
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional
information and reporting methods.

