
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT - December 05, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $3,925.06
Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,000.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Nov. 28, 2021

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Dec 05 - ASK FATHER after the 11am Mass in Parsons
Dec 05 - Knights of Columbus Christmas Party at 6pm
Dec 08 - IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - Holy day of obligation
Dec 08 - OLM Women’s Guild Christmas Card event at 6:30pm
Dec 12 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after the 11am Mass       
                followed by decorating of the social hall
Dec 14 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm
Dec 19 - Christmas covered dish dinner after the 11am Mass and 
                decorating of the church in Parsons

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
CHRISTMAS PARTY

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Come and adore Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament! 

Sign up for Adoration during Advent!      
Wednesdays at Our Lady of Mercy 

10:00am until Rosary and benediction at 8pm
Thursdays at St. Thomas Aquinas 

9:00am until 5pm 
SIGN UP SHEETS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE CHURCH

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS

PRO-LIFE CORNER
To all of you I say: Do not be victims 
of the culture. There are powerful 
forces in our country that use slogans 
to co-opt you into being agents of 
their own self-serving agendas. You 
must see through the lies. Abortion 
“providers” are not for choice: Every 
birth for them is a lost sale. If they 
were for choice, why are they not 
providing opportunities for women 
in crisis pregnancies the means to 
make a choice for life?
~Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone

All Knights and their wives are invited to the annual 
Knights of Columbus Christmas dinner TODAY, Sunday, 
Dec. 05 at 6pm. The dinner will be a modified potluck 
with Knights providing the main course and hors 
d’oeuvres. This meal is free (donations accepted). 

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS
Envelopes are in the back of both 

churches for those who would like to 
make donations towards Christmas 
flowers in memory of loved ones.

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary is 
on Wednesday, Dec. 8th. It is a Holy day of obligation. 
We will celebrate the vigil Mass on Dec. 7th at Our Lady 
of Mercy at 7pm and we will celebrate two Masses on 
Dec. 8th at St. Thomas Aquinas at 7am and 7pm.

There will be a second collection next weekend, Dec. 12, 
for the Retirement Fund for Religious. Across the United 
States, hundreds of religious communities lack financial 
resources sufficient to meet the retirement and health-care 
needs of aging members. Like many Americans, religious 
communities face the monumental challenge of funding 
eldercare. Your tax-deductible donation offers vital support 
for elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests. 



WHAT IS THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION?
by: Catholic Answers ~ www.catholic.com

     The Immaculate Conception is a Catholic dogma that states that Mary, whose conception was 
brought about the normal way, was conceived without original sin or its stain. That’s what 
“immaculate” means: without stain.
It’s important to understand what the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception is and what it is 
not. Some people think the term refers to Christ’s conception in Mary’s womb without the 
intervention of a human father; but that is the Virgin Birth. Others think the Immaculate 
Conception means Mary was conceived “by the power of the Holy Spirit,” in the way Jesus was, 
but that, too, is incorrect.
     The essence of original sin consists in the deprivation of sanctifying grace, and its stain is a 
corrupt nature. Mary was preserved from these defects by God’s grace; from the first instant of 
her existence she was in the state of sanctifying grace and was free from the corrupt nature 
original sin brings.
     When discussing the Immaculate Conception, an implicit reference may be found in the 
angel’s greeting to Mary. The angel Gabriel said, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you” (Luke 
1:28). The phrase “full of grace” is a translation of the Greek word kecharitomene. It therefore 
expresses a characteristic quality of Mary.
     The grace given to Mary is at once permanent and of a unique kind. Kecharitomene is a 
perfect passive participle of charitoo, meaning “to fill or endow with grace.” Since this term is in 
the perfect tense, it indicates that Mary was graced in the past but with continuing effects in the 
present. So, the grace Mary enjoyed was not a result of the angel’s visit. In fact, Catholics hold, it 
extended over the whole of her life, from conception onward. She was in a state of sanctifying 
grace from the first moment of her existence.
Protestants’ Objections
     Protestants’ chief reason for objecting to the Immaculate Conception and Mary’s consequent 
sinlessness is that we are told that “all have sinned” (Rom. 3:23). Besides, they say, Mary said her 
“spirit rejoices in God my Savior” (Luke 1:47), and only a sinner needs a Savior.
Let’s take the second citation first. Mary, too, required a Savior. Like all other descendants of 
Adam, she was subject to the necessity of contracting original sin. But by a special intervention 
of God, undertaken at the instant she was conceived, she was preserved from the stain of 
original sin and its consequences. She was therefore redeemed by the grace of Christ, but in a 
special way—by anticipation.
     Consider an analogy: Suppose a man falls into a deep pit, and someone reaches down to pull 
him out. The man has been “saved” from the pit. Now imagine a woman walking along, and she 
too is about to topple into the pit, but at the very moment that she is to fall in, someone holds her 
back and prevents her. She too has been saved from the pit, but in an even better way: She was 
not simply taken out of the pit, she was prevented from getting stained by the mud in the first 
place. This is the illustration Christians have used for a thousand years to explain how Mary was 
saved by Christ. By receiving Christ’s grace at her conception, she had his grace applied to her 
before she was able to become mired in original sin and its stain.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Jan. 07

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

Adoration

"What wonderful majesty! 
What stupendous condescension! 

O sublime humility! 
That the Lord of the whole universe, 

God and the Son of God, 
should humble Himself like this 
under the form of a little bread, 

for our salvation"
~St. Francis of Assisi

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
 Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Rose Ann Eye, Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Dec 06
St. Nicholas, Bishop (opt)
7:15am (T) Ann Smay †

Tuesday, Dec 07
St. Ambrose, Bishop & Doc of the Church (obl)
7:00pm (P) Lela & Ben Long † (VIGIL)

Wednesday, Dec 08 - HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
The Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary (Sol)
7:00am (T)  Ron Yuss †
7:00pm (T) *Jennifer Lanthaler
10:00am until 8:00pm (P) ADORATION

Thursday, Dec 09
St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin (opt)
9:00am until 5:00pm (T) ADORATION
5:00pm (T) Gary Corbett †

Friday, Dec 10
Advent Weekday
5:00pm (T) Leo McKenzie †

Saturday, Dec 11
St. Damasus I, Pope (opt)
9:00am (P) Arthur Birney †
5:00pm (T) Frank Hoffner † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Dec 12
Third Sunday of Advent
9:00am (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Second Sunday of Advent


