THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT - December 12, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Administrator: Fr. Martin J. Smay, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email: msmay@dwc.org
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date of
marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor are
required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us
know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome here, we
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it is the recognition by the
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever
needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church. Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are
invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Come and adore Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament!
Sign up for Adoration during Advent!
Wednesdays at Our Lady of Mercy
10:00am until Rosary and benediction at 8pm
Thursdays at St. Thomas Aquinas

9:00am until 5pm
SIGN UP SHEETS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE CHURCH

CHRISTMAS COVERED DISH
The Our Lady of Mercy Christmas covered dish dinner
will be today, Sun. Dec. 19 immediately following the 11
AM Mass in Parsons. ALL are invited to attend!

PRO-LIFE CORNER
“Some people argue that
changing laws will not
eliminate abortions. What
is forgotten, however, is
that the law is the great
teacher. Children grow up
believing that if a practice
is legal, it must be moral.”
~Cardinal John O’Connor

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
There will be a second collection this weekend, Dec. 12,
for the Retirement Fund for Religious. Across the United
States, hundreds of religious communities lack financial
resources sufficient to meet the retirement and health-care
needs of aging members. Like many Americans, religious
communities face the monumental challenge of funding
eldercare. Your tax-deductible donation offers vital
support for elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests. Please give generously.

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS
Envelopes are in the back of both
churches for those who would like to
make donations towards Christmas
flowers in memory of loved ones.

PRAY THE ROSARY EVERYDAY
The Rosary remains our strongest weapon. Please use it
faithfully, daily, especially for reparation for the sin of
ABORTION and sins committed against the Immaculate
Heart of Mary and for the consecration of Russia to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in
our armed forces
Total Rosaries for 1 month: 489
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 38,180

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
Dec 12 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after the 11am Mass
followed by decorating of the social hall
Dec 14 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm
Dec 19 - Christmas covered dish dinner after the 11am Mass and
decorating of the church in Parsons
Dec 24 - Christmas choral program in Parsons at 6pm followed by
Mass at 6:30
Dec 24 - Christmas choral program in Thomas at 11:30pm followed
by Mass at Midnight

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Dec. 05, 2021
St. Thomas: $2,422.14
Our Lady of Mercy: $1,147.00

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

Don’t forget our local food pantries! The
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food
donations. Please bring your food
donations to the back of the church and a
volunteer will pick them up and deliver
them to the proper location.

GET READY FOR CHRISTMAS, BUT NOT TOO SOON
BY FATHER VINCENT HAWKSWELL

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice! The Lord is near,” we hear in the Entrance Antiphon. The
first word gives this Sunday its Latin name: Gaudete Sunday, when the priest may wear rose vestments
instead of purple.
“Advent” comes from the Latin adventus: “a coming, approach, or arrival.” Advent’s theme is preparation;
its mood is expectation. During the first two weeks, we focus on Christ’s second coming; from Dec. 17 on,
on his coming birth.
“Rejoice and exult with all your heart,” the First Reading urges. “Do not worry about anything,” St. Paul
echoes.
Do not worry about anything. It is an injunction many of us need to hear at this time of the year.
We celebrate Christ’s coming at Christmas with gifts. That means we have to buy them, or make them,
before Dec. 25. Accordingly, for many of us, the Advent season has become the shopping season.
We celebrate Christmas by getting together with friends and sharing a feast. That, too, takes a great deal
of preparation, especially if we follow John the Baptist’s advice: “Whoever has two coats must share with
anyone who has none, and whoever has food must do likewise.”
We celebrate Christmas by decorating our houses. “Make your house fair as you are able; trim the hearth
and set the table,” says the hymn People, Look East. Again, we have to do it ahead of time, during Advent.
Yes, the celebration of Christmas takes four weeks of preparation. Accordingly, during Advent, we often
greet each other with the question, “Are you all ready for Christmas?”
This is something we should each ask ourselves. What does it mean? What should it mean?
First, we must prepare our hearts to welcome Christ. That means examining our consciences, admitting
our sins (including our habitual sins), confessing them to a priest, resolving not to repeat them, and
carrying out our resolve. “Guard the nest that must be filled,” the hymn urges.
Second, we must deepen our person-to-person relationship with Jesus by prayer and participation in the
Mass – during the week, if possible, as well as on Sunday. In particular, we should make our Christmas
Mass the very center of our celebration, not something we schedule so as to put it behind us and leave
ourselves free to open presents and eat festive food.
Third, we must give gifts with the purpose of helping people rejoice in Christ’s birth: not spending more
than we can afford, or trying to impress our friends, or fulfilling an obligation imposed by their gifts to
us. We should consider giving something of ourselves, like our time, our attention, or our help.
Fourth, we must make our decorations point to what we are celebrating: the human birth of God the Son
for our salvation. For example, we can make our Christmas tree form a backdrop for a nativity scene; we

can surmount it with an angel instead of a fairy.
Fifth, we must not let our Christmas dinner pass without any mention of Jesus, our principal Guest.
Unlike the secular world, the Church does not celebrate Christmas during Advent; she waits for the
Baby to be born. Then, starting with the vigil the evening of Dec. 24, she celebrates Christmas Day
for a full octave, or eight days. She continues to rejoice throughout the Christmas Season, which
lasts until the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, celebrated this year Jan. 9.
The Christmas Octave and the Christmas season are the time for parties. Advent, when “Love, the
Guest, is on the way,” is the time for preparation.
Starting this Sunday, try to withdraw as much as possible from the “Christmas rush” and participate
in Advent. Then “the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus,” as St. Paul says. Then you will truly be ready for Christmas.

Adoration

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Third Sunday of Advent
Monday, Dec 13

St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr (obl)
7:15am (T) Karen Renzelli †

Tuesday, Dec 14

St. John of the Cross, Priest & Doc of the Church (obl)
NO MASS

Wednesday, Dec 15

Advent Weekday
9:00am (P) Joan Lipscomb †
10:00am until 8:00pm (P) ADORATION

Thursday, Dec 16

Advent Weekday
9:00am until 5:00pm (T) ADORATION
5:00pm (T) Lucy Siegfried †

Friday, Dec 17

Late Advent Weekday
5:00pm (T) Mary Elizabeth Gennantonio †

Saturday, Dec 18

Late Advent Weekday
9:00am (P) Antonia & Frank Okolish †
5:00pm (T) Puderbaugh Family (VIGIL)

Sunday, Dec 19

Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00am (T) Joseph & Mary Deegan †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

8:30 - 9:00am
every Wed
in Parsons
4:30 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Every First
Friday
Next month:
Jan. 07
5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

"What wonderful majesty!
What stupendous condescension!
O sublime humility!
That the Lord of the whole universe,
God and the Son of God,
should humble Himself like this
under the form of a little bread,
for our salvation"
~St. Francis of Assisi
If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Kathy Kotten (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold
Donna Mason, Elaine Watson,
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker,
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Sarah Nickel,
Rose Ann Eye, Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities,
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional
information and reporting methods.

