FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - December 19, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Administrator: Fr. Martin J. Smay, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email: msmay@dwc.org
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date of
marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor are
required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us
know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome here, we
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it is the recognition by the
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever
needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church. Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are
invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Come and adore Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament!
Sign up for Adoration during Advent!
Wednesdays at Our Lady of Mercy
10:00am until Rosary and benediction at 8pm
Thursdays at St. Thomas Aquinas

9:00am until 5pm

LAST CHANCE TO ADORE JESUS BEFORE CHRISTMAS

CHRISTMAS COVERED DISH
The Our Lady of Mercy Christmas covered dish dinner
will be today, Sun. Dec. 19 immediately following the 11
AM Mass in Parsons. ALL are invited to attend!

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF WV
The second collection on Christmas will be for Catholic
Charities of West Virginia. The Catholic Charities WV
Provides services to the people of WV who need it most.
These contributions provide food, clothing, shelter,
dignity and reassurance for the poor, elderly, homeless,
and those fighting addictions. Please give generously.

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE
Members of the St. Thomas Women’s organization would
like to thank anyone who in anyway supported us in this
fund-raising project. Your time and effort is invaluable to
us in making this a success.
Congratulations to the lucky winners:
1st drawing: Mary Sagace
2nd drawing: Nina Lambruno
3rd drawing: Helen Lynch
We would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas!
All proceeds from this fundraiser will be used to meet the
needs of St. Thomas Parish. God bless all!

Christmas starts
with Christ

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS
Envelopes are in the back of both
churches for those who would like to
make donations towards Christmas
flowers in memory of loved ones.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Dec. 12, 2021
St. Thomas: $3,102.06

THAT MAN IS YOU

Retirement Fund for Religious: 400.69

Chad Buist will be facilitating a Catholic men’s group in
our parish called That Man Is You (TMIY). This will be
edifying experience for all who participate. More
informatin will be forthcoming. If interested, contact
Chad 757-709-5232 or chadsprojects2019@gmail.com.

Retirement Fund for Religious: $145.00

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
Dec 21 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6pm in Thomas
Dec 24 - Christmas choral program in Parsons at 5:30pm followed
by Mass at 6pm
Dec 24 - Christmas choral program in Thomas at 11:30pm followed
by Mass at Midnight

Our Lady of Mercy: $900.00

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

Don’t forget our local food pantries! The
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food
donations. Please bring your food
donations to the back of the church and a
volunteer will pick them up and deliver
them to the proper location.

AN ADVENT CONFESSIONAL

by Melissa Johnson/Advent and Christmas, Sacraments, sin; Catholic Link

“Advent is a time of anticipation of the Lord's coming at the end of time and at Christmas. As part of
our Advent journey, Confession is a wonderful spiritual practice aiding our interior spiritual
preparation.” (From St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church bulletin.)
Catholics are to take advantage of the sacrament of Penance at least once a year–if you’re Catholic,
you should remember that from your CCD or RCIA class.
Advent is a particularly good time to do this. If, like most of us, you hurry to clean your homes in
preparation to receive guests, wouldn’t you like to also clean your soul in preparation to receive The
Guest, the Christ Child, who comes to us at Christmas?
Think of it as the way we clean off all the gunk of accumulated sins from our soul, rather like taking
your mud-stained SUV through the car wash after letting it get thoroughly grimy on the highway.
Like the salty winter road grime on your car door, sins eat away at our souls, making them weak and
puny and prone to damnation–something nobody wants, of course.
All terrible analogies aside, the main, most important reason we go to Confession is that sin separates
us from Jesus and the only way to wash those sins away entirely is to go straight to the Man himself.
Venial sins–those of a less grave nature or committed either without complete knowledge or full
consent–can be cleansed in the reception of Holy Communion. The mortal sins–those of grave matter,
committed with full knowledge and consent–can only be cleared away by Confession.
However, even if you’re not regularly and willfully violating the Ten Commandments with crass
impunity, it’s a good practice to go to Confession more often than mere need would indicate. Since
none of us knows exactly how long we have on this earth to work out our salvation, it would seem
that frequent or even somewhat frequent Confession would be in our own best interests. If you want
to keep your soul in peak condition, a good detailing on a regular basis is worthwhile.
(Please see the bulletin insert for an “examination of conscience” to help prepare you for confession.)

ATTENTION PENITENTS
Confessions are ALWAYS available 30 minutes before all Masses and at 5:30pm on Christmas Eve
at Our Lady of Mercy and before Midnight Mass and the 9am morning Mass at St. Thomas (or by
appointment).
THE CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE:
Christmas Eve, 6:00 PM at Our Lady of Mercy
MIDNIGHT MASS, at St. Thomas
Christmas Morning, 9:00 AM at St. Thomas

AN EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE
Confession is your chance to ask God for forgiveness and receive His mercy. Before you enter
the confessional, take a few moments to gather your thoughts and think about what you may
have done to hurt others and what you can do better as a Christian. A sincere Confession is a
chance to renew your soul and open yourself to the Grace of God. The following questions are
to help you reflect upon what you need mercy for.
•

Have I rejected or neglected my faith?

•

Have I refused to defend my faith, or been embarrassed of it? Is there any aspect of my
faith that I do not accept?

•

Have I taken the Lord’s name in vain? Have I experimented with the occult, used a
ouija board or put my trust in fortunetellers or horoscopes? Have I shown disrespect for
any holy things, places or people?

•

Have I skipped Mass on Sundays or Holy Days of Obligation?

•

Have I received Holy Communion with a grave sin on my conscience? Or without
proper reverence and thansgiving?

•

Have I been disrespectful to my parents? Have I neglected my duties as a parent or
spouse?

•

Have I been impatient, angry or jealous? Have I fostered resentments or been unwilling
to forgive?

•

Have I been verbally or physically violent with others? Have I gossiped or listened to
gossip?

•

Have I taken part in or encouraged abortion, the destruction of human embryos,
euthanasia or any other means of taking human life?

•

Have I been hateful or judgmental in thoughts or deeds? Have I looked down on
others? Have I spoken badly about others, engaging in gossip?

•

Have I consumed alcohol excessively or taken drugs?

•

Have I looked at pornographic videos or websites? Have I been involved in impure
behavior with myself or with someone else? Am I living with someone as if I were
married when I am not? Have I deliberately entertained impure thoughts?

•

If I am married, do I seek to love my spouse above all else? Was I unfaithful? Do I
put my marriage first? My children? Am I open to welcoming new life? Have I
done, taken or used something to prevent it?

•

Do I let my work occupy time and energy that family and friends deserve? Have I
been proud or selfish in my thoughts or actions?

•

Have I neglected the poor and those in need?

•

Have I spent money on my own personal comfort and luxury forgetting my
responsibilities to others and the Church?

•

Have I given in to laziness? Have I preferred physical comfort to service of others?

•

Have I neglected the responsibility to bring others closer to God through example
and word?

The devil does not bring sinners to hell with
their eyes open: he first blinds them with the
malice of their own sins. Before we fall into sin,
the enemy labours to blind us, that we may not
see the evil we do and the ruin we bring upon
ourselves by offending God. After we commit
sin, he seeks to make us dumb, that, through
shame, we may conceal our guilt in confession.
--St. Alphonsus Liguori

Adoration

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Monday, Dec 20

Late Advent Weekday
7:15am (T) William S. Przybysz †

Tuesday, Dec 21

St. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doc of the Church (opt)
5:00pm (T) Michael Durkin †

Wednesday, Dec 22

Advent Weekday
9:00am (P) Tom DiBacco †
10:00am until 8:00pm (P) ADORATION

Thursday, Dec 23

St. John of Kanty, Priest
9:00am until 5:00pm (T) ADORATION
5:00pm (T) Ethel Lamanca †

Friday, Dec 24

Christmas Eve
6:00pm (P) People of the Parish (Christmas Vigil)
12 midnight (T) Mary Christine DiBacco †

Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

8:30 - 9:00am
every Wed
in Parsons
4:00 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Every First
Friday
Next month:
Jan. 07
5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

“What wonderful majesty!
What stupendous condescension!
O sublime humility!
That the Lord of the whole universe,
God and the Son of God,
should humble Himself like this
under the form of a little bread,
for our salvation”
~St. Francis of Assisi

Saturday, Dec 25

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
9:00am (T) Loupie Lambruno † (Christmas)
5:00pm (T) People of the Parish (VIGIL)

Sunday, Dec 26

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph Feast
9:00am (T) Moore & Fortini Families †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Kathy Kotten (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold
Donna Mason, Elaine Watson,
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker,
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Sarah Nickel,
Rose Ann Eye, Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities,
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional
information and reporting methods.

