
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH - December 26, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $1,451.58
Our Lady of Mercy:  $947.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Dec. 19, 2021

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

THANKS TO ALL

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF WV
The second collection is for Catholic Charities of West 
Virginia. The Catholic Charities WV Provides services to the 
people of WV who need it most. These contributions provide 
food, clothing, shelter, dignity and reassurance for the poor, 
elderly, homeless, and those fighting addictions. Please give 
generously.

THAT MAN IS YOU

Chad Buist will be facilitating a Catholic men’s group in our 
parish called That Man Is You (TMIY). This will be an edifying 
experience for all who participate.  More information will be 
forthcoming. If interested, contact Chad 757-709-5232 or 
chadsprojects2019@gmail.com.

We would like to thank everyone who gave donations towards 
our Christmas flowers this year.
The flowers adorning the altar at St. Thomas Aquinas this 
Christmas season are in memory of:  Guido DiBacco, Rudolph & 
Virginia Flanagan, Virginia Ferruso Wilson, Morvay & Victor 
families, Kotten & Studer families, Nina Johnson, Adam John Cone, 
John F. Cone, Constance Grossa, Joann Eskew, Diana, Chrissy & 
Andrew DiBacco, Hayes family, Ferguson Family & the Postlethwait 
family.
The flowers adorning the altar at Our Lady of Mercy this 
Christmas season are in memory of :  Naden Goughnour and the 
parents of Joel and Cindy Goughnour, Arley & Frances Mason, Lela & 
Ben Long, Leo & Minnie Sikarskie, Edward F. & Doris M. Silk, all 
living & deceased members of the parish, Tom DiBacco & Jerry 
DiBacco.

“Rejoice and be glad that so 
great and good a Lord, on 
coming into the Virgin’s womb, 
willed to appear despised, 
needy, and poor in this world, 
so that men who were in dire 
poverty and suffering great 
need of heavenly food might be 
made rich in him.”  
~ St. Clare of Assisi

Thank you to all those who helped in numerous ways to make 
our Christmas Masses Holy and splendorous for the occasion 
of the Birth of Christ. A special thanks to all who decorated 
and made our churches look so beautiful. Thank you to both 
our choirs at St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy and 
to Jonathan Mann for all of his hard work. All of your efforts 
are sincerely appreciated. May God bless you all and may the 
peace and joy of the Christ Child remain in your hearts 
throughout the coming year!

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Jan 02 - ASK FATHER cancelled
Jan 09 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after the 11am Mass



Merry Christmas to Everyone!
     We have now begun the Christmas Season, a simple fact is lost on most people these days as they 
consider the Christmas season to run from Black Friday until December 25th, more or less.  At this point 
the Christmas decorations are coming down and they start feverishly attempting to sell us stuff for some 
other season, like memberships to the gymnasium for those hastily made and rarely followed through on 
New Year’s resolutions; perhaps such resolutions are the secular method of ameliorating the guilt of over-
indulging during the Christmas festivities.  The Church, on the other hand, gives us an entire season first 
to prepare for the celebration of our Lord’s birth and then a season in which to celebrate it.  There is much 
wisdom in giving us these two seasons for the simple reason that the birth of the Savior is not the kind of 
event that we can truly begin to grasp in a single day.  In truth, we need a season to reflect on this most 
important event in history before we can even begin to grasp the significance of it.
     We live in a world which is obsessed with consuming, with selling, with making money, with the 
latest-greatest gadget.  There is at least one exorcist who has said that the demon which is most prevalent 
in the United States is the one which drives greed and avarice.  There may be something to that.  I look 
back on my childhood and waiting, with great anticipation for Christmas morning when I would get some 
new toy.  And almost without fail, as is typical with most kids, after a week of playing with the new 
gadget, I would lose interest.  Of course, since that’s how children work and that’s how many adults work 
too, if we’re being honest.  Isn’t this how fallen human nature always works?  We think that something 
will make us happy or fulfill us but once we obtain the thing, sure we’re happy with the novelty for a brief 
time but soon we are looking for “the next thing.”
     Compare this tendency of our wounded human nature with the Mystery of the Birth of our Savior.  A 
“mystery” in the sense which the word is used in the Catholic Church is a truth which we cannot 
completely comprehend but that we believe because God, Who can neither deceive nor be deceived, has 
revealed it to us.  These supernatural mysteries are things like the Incarnation, Divine Love, and the 
Eucharist.  Supernatural mysteries do not contradict reason or logic, but they do go beyond them.  We can, 
and should, use our God given ability to reason in order to try to understand these mysteries using the 
data of revelation.  In large part, theology is the science by which the mysteries of revelation are unpacked 
and explained, although never fully.  As Pope Pius IX put it, although supernatural mysteries “are known 
through divine revelation and have been accepted by faith, they will, nevertheless, remain still covered by 
the sacred veil of faith itself, and wrapped in an obscuring mist as long as we are absent from the Lord in 
this mortal life.”
     Meditating upon the Mysteries of Faith, unlike the latest novelty, will not leave us empty, unfulfilled, 
and searching for the next thing (it better not because heaven - which is perfect fulfillment - will be the 
direct vision of the Mystery of God for all eternity).  During this Christmas season, we are wise to take a 
cue from our Holy Mother, the Church, and seek to more fully enter into the mystery of God-with-us (and 
the reason the Father sent us His only begotten Son - hint, read slowly and carefully each word of John 
3:16-17), trusting that God will reward us for our efforts and we will even receive a foretaste of heaven 
itself.                                                               

~
     To my beloved fellow sojourners to the Father’s house and home, Merry Christmas!  To all of you who 
have sent me cards or given me cookies or various and sundry other gifts: thank you!  I am working on 
sending each of you a note but am a bit behind, especially as the number of things increases just as my 
amount of free time decreases.  Hopefully I haven’t misplaced any cards or somehow omitted responding 
to any of you.  I take solace in the fact that I will not be late in sending anyone Christmas greetings for 
another couple weeks since I have an entire season in which to send Christmas greetings!



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Jan. 07

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

Adoration

“What wonderful majesty! 
What stupendous condescension! 

O sublime humility! 
That the Lord of the whole universe, 

God and the Son of God, 
should humble Himself like this 
under the form of a little bread, 

for our salvation”
~St. Francis of Assisi

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
 Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Rose Ann Eye, Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Dec 27
St. John, Apostle & Evangelist (feast)
No Mass

Tuesday, Dec 28
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs (feast)
5:00pm (T) Patrick & Kathryn Kotten

Wednesday, Dec 29 
St. Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr (opt)
No Mass

Thursday, Dec 30
No Mass

Friday, Dec 31
St. Slyvester I, Pope
5:00pm (P) Jerry DiBacco † 
7:00pm (T) Roberto Clemente † 

First Saturday, Jan 01
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Sol)
9:00am (T) Michael Thomas Marano † 
5:00pm (T) Jenny Yeager †  (VIGIL)

Sunday, Jan 02
Epiphany of the Lord
9:00am (T) Alice Fortini †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary &Joseph


