
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD - JANUARY 2, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $1,265.00
Christmas:  $2,552.06

Catholic Charities of WV:  $1,551.25

Our Lady of Mercy:  $665.00
Christmas: $765.00

Catholic Charities of WV: $1,152.25

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Dec. 26, 2021

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON

THE PERFECT NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION

THAT MAN IS YOU

Chad Buist will be facilitating a Catholic men’s group in our 
parish called That Man Is You (TMIY). This will be an edifying 
experience for all who participate.  More information will be 
forthcoming. If interested, contact Chad 757-709-5232 or 
chadsprojects2019@gmail.com.

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Jan 02 - ASK FATHER cancelled
Jan 09 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after the 11am Mass
Jan 18 - K of C meeting in Parsons at 6pm in the social hall

The Christmas season extends from the vigil of Christmas 
through the Baptism of the Lord, Sunday, January 9th, 2022. 
The Church holds most sacred the memorial of Christ’s birth 
and early manifestations. Christmas is the feast that sings of 
the gift of life. The birth of a child moves us and causes 
tenderness. Contemplating the baby Jesus in the manger, how 
can we not think of the newborns who are not welcomed and 
are rejected? This Christmas Season, let us open our minds 
and hearts to welcome the Messiah, who comes at this sacred 
moment to save us from sin and deliver us from the darkness 
of evil. 

THE FIVE FIRST SATURDAYS: 
What if I were to make you the astounding offer of ONE 
MILLION DOLLARS in exchange for some light and pleasant 
work — say for a few hours a month for 5 months? 
Too good to be true, you would say. But I have an even MORE 
ASTOUNDING OFFER for you: 
A GUARANTEE OF THE GRACES TO REACH HEAVEN! 
The work required? No work at all. The cost? Absolutely free! 
The catch? No catch! Just receive Holy communion, go to 
confession within 8 days before or after first Saturday, 
meditating for 15 minutes—once a month for 5 months. 
Of course, this offer doesn’t come directly from me. I have no 
such power to make this amazing and wonderful guarantee. 
THE OFFER COMES FROM THE QUEEN OF HEAVEN, OUR 
LADY OF FATIMA! 
Make the Five First Saturdays as requested by Our Lord and 
Our Lady with the intention of making reparation to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. Her promise: To assist at the 
moment of death, with all the graces necessary for salvation. 

The object of a New Year is not that 
we should have a new year. It is that 
we should have a new soul and a new 
nose; new feet, a new backbone, new 
ears, and new eyes. Unless a 
particular man made New Year 
resolutions, he would make no 
resolutions. Unless a man starts 
afresh about things, he will certainly 
do nothing effective. 
                  ~G.K. Chesterton

How cool is it that the same God 
who created mountains and oceans 
and galaxies looked at you and 
thought the world needed one of 
you, too.



                          HAPPY NEW YEAR  (By Prayer Central)
     The New Year can often bring a mixed bag of emotions and memories for many of us. Some may have just 
experienced the best year ever and look forward to an even greater one looming ahead. Others may have just 
trudged through one deep struggle after another. The fresh calendar year brings desperate hope for things to be 
better, with an ache for the still-fresh wounds to slowly begin their process of healing.
     Whether you’ve just walked through the greatest year of your life, or are incredibly glad to see this one finally 
over, one truth still rings clear amidst it all. You are not alone. Not ever.
     Our God is a “with us” God. On the heels of the celebration of the birth of our King, that reminder has the 
power to carry us right into a fresh, new start. He is Emmanuel, God with us. And though things and people 
around us shift and change, our God never changes.

~ A Prayer to Keep God First this New Year ~
     God, thank you that you make all things new. Thank you for all that you’ve allowed into our lives this past 
year, the good along with the hard things, which have reminded us how much we need you and rely on your 
presence filling us every single day.
     We pray for your Spirit to lead us each step of this New Year. We ask that you will guide our decisions and 
turn our hearts to deeply desire you above all else. We ask that you will open doors needing to be opened and 
close the ones needing to be shut tight. We ask that you would help us release our grip on the things to which 
you’ve said “no,” “not yet,” or “wait.” We ask for help to pursue you first, above every dream and desire you’ve 
put within our hearts.
     We ask for your wisdom, for your strength and power to be constantly present within us. We pray you would 
make us strong and courageous for the road ahead. Give us ability beyond what we feel able, let your gifts flow 
freely through us, so that you would be honored by our lives, and others would be drawn to you.
     We pray that you’d keep us far from the snares and traps of temptations. That you would whisper in our ear 
when we need to run, and whisper in our heart when we need to stand our ground.
     We pray for your protection over our families and friends. We ask for your hand to cover us and keep us 
distanced from the evil intent of the enemy; that you would be a barrier to surround us, that we’d be safe in your 
hands. We pray that you would give us discernment and insight beyond our years, to understand your will, hear 
your voice, and know your ways.
     We ask that you would keep our footsteps firm, on solid ground, helping us to be consistent and faithful. Give 
us supernatural endurance to stay the course, not swerving to the right or to the left, or being too easily distracted 
by other things that would seek to call us away from a close walk with you.
      Forgive us for the times we have worked so hard to be self-sufficient, forgetting our need for you, living 
independent of your spirit. Forgive us for letting fear and worry control our minds, and for allowing pride and 
selfishness wreak havoc over our lives. Forgive us for not following your ways and for living distant from your 
presence.
     We confess our need for you…fresh…new…again. We ask that you make all things new, in our hearts, in our 
minds, in our lives, for this coming year. We pray for your refreshing over us.
Keep your words of truth planted firm within us, help us to keep focused on what is pure and right, give us the 
power to be obedient to your word. And when the enemy reminds us where we have been, hissing his lies and 
attacks our way, we trust that your voice speaks louder and stronger, as you remind us we are safe with you and 
your purposes and plans will not fail.
     Help us to be known as great givers, help us to be generous and kind, help us to look to the needs of others 
and not be consumed by only our own.
     May we be lovers of truth, may the fruits of your spirit be evident in our lives – your love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
     Shine your light in us, through us, over us. May we make a difference in this world, for your glory and 
purposes. Set you way before us. May all your plans succeed. We may reflect your peace and hope to a world that 
so desperately needs your presence and healing. To you be glory and honor, in this New Year, and forever. 



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Jan. 07

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

Adoration

“What wonderful majesty! 
What stupendous condescension! 

O sublime humility! 
That the Lord of the whole universe, 

God and the Son of God, 
should humble Himself like this 
under the form of a little bread, 

for our salvation”
~St. Francis of Assisi

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold,

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Rose Ann Eye, Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Jan 03
Holy Name of Jesus (opt)
No Mass

Tuesday, Jan 04
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious (obl)
5:00pm (T) Evening Prayer

Wednesday, Jan 05 
St. John Neumann, Bishop (obl)
9:00am (P) Morning Prayer

Thursday, Jan 06
St. Andre Bessette, Religious (opt)
5:00pm (T) Evening Prayer

First Friday, Jan 07
St. Raymond of Penafort, Priest (opt)
5:00pm (T)  ADORATION & BENEDICTION 
6:00pm (T) Tony DiBacco  

Saturday, Jan 08
Christmas Weekday
9:00am (T) Leecy Flanagan † 
5:00pm (T) Barbara Saboites †  (VIGIL)

Sunday, Jan 09
Baptism of the Lord
9:00am (T)  Jennifer Lanthaler
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
The Epiphany of the Lord


