
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - JANUARY 16, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $3,023.08

Our Lady of Mercy:  $700.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Jan. 09, 2021

CHURCH IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD

SYNOD HEARINGS

The second collection this weekend is for the Church in 
the Developing World. This collection is a combination of 
three collections we have had in the past: Church in Latin 
America, Church in Central and Eastern Europe, and the 
Church in Africa. All monies collected will go to these 
countries for evangelization, training of religious and 
seminarians, youth ministry, etc.

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Jan 16 - 2nd collection for Church in the Developing World
Jan 18 - K of C meeting in Parsons at 6pm in the social hall
Jan 20 - Synod hearing in Thomas after the 5pm Mass
Jan 23 - Synod hearing in Parsons after the 11am Mass

Please feel free to take a poinsettia home with you after the 
Masses at both St. Thomas and Our Lady of Mercy 
churches.

SYNOD HEARINGS
The Synod Hearings for the Diocese 
will take place on Thursday, Jan 20 
after the 5pm Mass in Thomas and on 
Sunday, Jan 23 after the 11am Mass in 
Parsons. The word “synod” comes 
from a Greek meaning “an assembly.” 
In our context, a group of bishops, 
priests and parishioners who 
assemble to assist the Holy Father in 
addressing the needs of the Church.

How well do you REALLY know your faith? 
Classes are beginning again, once per month on different 
topics. Come and dive deeper into the things you 
THOUGHT you knew.  Join us for the next class on:

Man & the Fall, Part II:
Monday, Jan 24th at 6:30pm in Parsons

Thursday, Jan 27th after Mass in Thomas

Presenter: Father Smay
All are welcome to come and learn! 

WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE AND WHY? PRO-LIFE CORNER
No Catholic can responsibly 
take a ‘pro-choice’ stand when 
the ‘choice’ involves the taking 
of innocent human life.
~National Council of Catholic 
Bishops, Nov. 8, 1989

FREE POINSETTIAS

The synod hearings for our parish are coming up this 
Thursday in Thomas and next Sunday in Parsons (see 
opposite side of the page for details on that).  Bishop 
Brennan has explained that, after gathering input from a 
wide range of groups in the Diocese, this Diocese will send 
a 10 page report to the Bishops’ Conference.  The Bishops’ 
Conference will in turn compile those and send a report to 
Rome.  Bishop Brennan said in a homily that Pope Francis’ 
idea is: “let's have a ground up approach, let's start with 
our people and their experience of being Catholic and what 
what they think about all this and then put that all together 
and let that be fodder for the bishops who gather in that 
synod [in Rome] in 2023 right.  So we want to have as much 
input from our people as possible.  There is a suffering 
involved in the synodal process.”



Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs at Cana in Galilee, and so revealed his glory,
and his disciples began to believe in him. — Jn 2:11

by Jonathan Mann
     The Epiphany is Christ’s self-revelation or self-manifestation to the world. In celebrating the Epiphany, 
the Church commemorates three specific events from Our Lord’s earthly life: the visit of the Magi, His 
Baptism in the Jordan River, and the Wedding at Cana.  For our benefit, the Church includes the Gospel 
accounts of these three events in the readings for the Epiphany and for two other days that come shortly 
thereafter. Today we hear the third of these accounts, that of the Wedding Feast.  The better to understand 
what Christ’s Epiphany means for us who believe in Him, let us consider two of these events in context of 
each other. 
     When the Magi went in search of the newborn King of the Jews, they did not merely find a king. Over 
the course of history, many persons have gone on long treks. Many have met kings or other impressive 
personages. We cannot grasp the significance of the Magi’s journey by asking merely whom they found at 
its end. The issue is deeper; it lies in what they found. The boy Jesus was not merely a human child. He 
was God, the Creator of the universe. He had created these men who had followed the star to His cradle, 
and who now lay prostrate on the ground in front of Him. Their discovery of the Christ Child was not 
primarily the fruit of their own endeavor—though endeavor on their part had been necessary. Men do not 
prostrate themselves before their own achievements. They prostrate themselves before their Lord. Indeed, 
this life-changing discovery on the part of the Magi was chiefly an act of mercy on God’s part.  For men’s 
sake, God had appeared on earth as a man. 
     Prostration on bare ground or a hard floor is not a comfortable position. It does not signify ease, 
equality, or a sense of entitlement to one’s surroundings, but rather fear, unworthiness, and submission. 
One assumes this posture of humility in the presence of someone and something greater than oneself. Why 
had these intelligent men—wise men, as we call them—made the long and arduous trip to a destination 
outside the realm of familiarity and ease? What attracted them to a presence in which they were 
uncomfortable, self-conscious, and obeisant?  To answer this question, we must pair it with another:  Why 
had their God, Who has need of nothing, taken notice of them, assumed their lowly human nature, and 
come down to earth to show Himself to them?  Here we must look to the Wedding at Cana. 
     When Jesus turned water into wine at the wedding feast, He was not present only as sovereign Lord. He 
was a guest too. “Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the wedding” (Jn 2:2). It is not incidental that 
the occasion was a wedding. Marriage is the human relationship of greatest intimacy and love. It is not a 
relationship of domination and subjection, of master and slave, but of pure love. Spouses give themselves 
to each other and receive each other’s reciprocal self-gift simply because they find joy in each other. And 
such love underlies Christ’s presence at the wedding. The couple desired His presence, and He desired 
theirs. This is why we read in Matthew’s Gospel that the Magi “were overjoyed at seeing the star” (Mt 
2:10). He Who is Goodness itself, the fulfillment of all desire, had come to share His life with them—had 
come to give Himself to them. The mystery of the Epiphany lies at the very heart of our Catholic faith. God 
has become a man so that men can become divine—so that we can in very fact “become partakers of the 
divine nature” (2 Pet 1:4). 
     Far more than it is a program of morality or an exercise in spirituality, the Christian life is an encounter. 
The human heart longs for someone, for something, and can never be satisfied until it receives the ineffable 
object of its desire. The central activity of the Christian life is the liturgy:  Mass and the seven sacraments, 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, and the Church’s other forms of public worship. It is especially in 
and through the liturgy of the Church that our encounter with God takes place. In the liturgy God, by His 
divine power, elevates the Christian soul to share in His divine life.  If in our experience, liturgical prayer 
never feels quite comfortable, quite familiar, it is because the reality taking place is not a comfortable or 
familiar one. It is other-worldly. It is supernatural. Man meets his God, Who reveals Himself and draws 
the man into His own divine life. No man but Christ Himself is absolutely worthy of divine life.  But 
anyone who, conscious of his unworthiness, encounters God with a pure and humble heart, finds a joy 



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Feb 04

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

Adoration

“How sweet, the presence of 
J e s u s t o t h e l o n g i n g a n d 
harassed soul! He is instant 
p e a c e a n d b a l m t o e v e r y 
wound.”
     ~St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold,

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Jan 17
St. Anthony, Abbot (obl)
No Mass

Tuesday, Jan 18
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Antonia Harrison †

Wednesday, Jan 19 
Weekday
9:00am (P) Helen & Patrick Silk †

Thursday, Jan 20
St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr (opt)
St. Sebastian, Martyr (opt)
5:00pm (T) Jennifer Lanthaler

Friday, Jan 21
St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr (obl)
5:00pm (T) Mary Elizabeth Gennantonio † 

Saturday, Jan 22
Weekday; BVM
9:00am (P) Karen Renzelli † 
5:00pm (T) People of the Parish  (VIGIL)

Sunday, Jan 23
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †
11:00am (P) Frances Anthony Majoris †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Baptism of the Lord


