
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - January 23, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $1,999.06
Church in the Developing World:  $188.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $691.00
Church in the Developing World:  $97.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Jan. 16, 2022

SYNOD HEARINGS

The Synod hearing session in Parsons will take place 
immediately following the 11am Mass today.  Due to 
inclement weather this past Thursday, the Synod hearing 
session that was supposed to take place in Thomas after 
the 5pm Mass has been rescheduled; it will take place after 
the 5pm Mass this Friday, January 28th.  Our apologies for 
any inconvenience this may have caused.

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Jan 23 - Synod hearing in Parsons after the 11am Mass
Jan 24 - What Do Catholics Believe at 6:30pm in Parsons
Jan 27 - What Do Catholics Believe after 5pm Mass in Thomas
Jan 28 - Synod hearing in Thomas after the 5pm Mass
Jan 30 - Solemnity of St. Thomas Aquinas, adoration at 8am (T)

January 28th is the feast day of St. Thomas Aquinas, the 
patron of our parish. This falls on a Friday this year; 
however since it is our patronal feast we are permitted to 
move it to the closest Sunday which is January 30th. We are 
going to celebrate it by offering the weekend Masses in 
honor of St. Thomas Aquinas. The music will also reflect 
our patron. To celebrate we will have adoration at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church at 8am with benediction before 
the 9am Mass.  Please plan to participate in the adoration.
Nota bene: the readings that we will use that weekend will 
be different from those for the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time (i.e. those found in the missalettes in the pews).  The 
readings will be as follows:

First reading: First Kings 3:11-14
Second reading: Second Timothy 4:1-5
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 119:9-14
Gospel: Luke 6:43-45

SYNOD HEARINGS
In the Church, a Synod is a gathering 
of the faithful who assist the Pope 
and bishops in addressing the needs 
of the Church.  Our session comments 
will be forwarded to the Diocese. The 
Diocese maked a 10 page report from 
all the Diocesan sessions and sends it 
to the US Bishops’ Conference.

How well do you REALLY know your faith? 
Classes are beginning again, once per month on different 
topics. Come and dive deeper into the things you 
THOUGHT you knew.  Join us for the next class on:

Man & the Fall, Part II:
Monday, Jan 24th at 6:30pm in Parsons

Thursday, Jan 27th after Mass in Thomas

Presenter: Father Smay
All are welcome to come and learn! 

WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE AND WHY? PRO-LIFE CORNER

PARISH PATRONAL FEAST DAY



From the Encyclical EVANGELIUM VITAE, “The Gospel of Life”
by Pope Saint John Paul II

     Jesus says: “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (Jn 10:10). In truth, he is referring 
to that “new” and “eternal” life which consists in communion with the Father, to which every person is 
freely called in the Son by the power of the Sanctifying Spirit. It is precisely in this “life” that all the 
aspects and stages of human life achieve their full significance.
     Man is called to a fullness of life which far exceeds the dimensions of his earthly existence, because it 
consists in sharing the very life of God. The loftiness of this supernatural vocation reveals the greatness 
and the inestimable value of human life even in its temporal phase. Life in time, in fact, is the 
fundamental condition, the initial stage, and an integral part of the entire unified process of human 
existence. It is a process which, unexpectedly and undeservedly, is enlightened by the promise and 
renewed by the gift of divine life, which will reach its full realization in eternity (cf. 1 Jn 3:1-2). At the 
same time, it is precisely this supernatural calling which highlights the relative character of each 
individual’s earthly life. After all, earthly life is not an “ultimate” reality, but a “next-to-ultimate” 
reality; even so, it remains a sacred reality entrusted to us, to be preserved with a sense of responsibility, 
and brought to perfection in love and in the gift of ourselves to God and to our brothers and sisters….
     In a special way, believers in Christ must defend and promote the right [to life], aware as they are of 
the wonderful truth recalled by the Second Vatican Council: “By his incarnation the Son of God has 
united himself in some fashion with every human being.”  The saving event [of the Incarnation] reveals 
to humanity, not only the boundless love of God, who “so loved the world that he gave his only Son” 
(Jn 3:16), but also the incomparable value of every human person. The Church, faithfully contemplating 
the mystery of the Redemption, acknowledges this value with ever new wonder. She feels called to 
proclaim to the people of all times this “Gospel,” the source of invincible hope and true joy for every 
period of history. The Gospel of God’s love for man, the Gospel of the dignity of the person, and the 
Gospel of life are a single and indivisible Gospel….
     Unfortunately, a disturbing state of affairs, far from decreasing, is expanding: with the new prospects 
opened up by scientific and technological progress, there arise new forms of attacks on the dignity of the 
human being. At the same time, a new cultural climate is developing and taking hold, which gives 
crimes against life a new and—if possible—even more sinister character, giving rise to further grave 
concern: broad sectors of public opinion justify certain crimes against life in the name of the rights of 
individual freedom, and on this basis they claim not only exemption from punishment but even 
authorization by the State, so that these things can be done with total freedom and indeed with the free 
assistance of health-care systems.
     All this is causing a profound change in the way life and relationships between people are 
considered. The fact that legislation in many countries, perhaps even departing from basic principles of 
their Constitutions, has determined not to punish these practices against life, and even to make them 
altogether legal, is both a disturbing symptom and a significant cause of grave moral decline. Choices 
once unanimously considered criminal and rejected by the common moral sense are gradually becoming 
socially acceptable. Even certain sectors of the medical profession, which by its calling is directed to the 
defense and care of human life, are increasingly willing to carry out these acts against the person. In this 
way the very nature of the medical profession is distorted and contradicted, and the dignity of those 
who practice it is degraded. In such a cultural and legislative situation, the serious demographic, social, 
and family problems which weigh upon many of the world’s peoples, and which require responsible 
and effective attention from national and international bodies, are left open to false and deceptive 
solutions, opposed to the truth and the good of persons and nations. […] Today there exists a great 
multitude of weak and defenseless human beings, unborn children in particular, whose fundamental 
right to life is trampled upon.
    The present Encyclical [… is] a pressing appeal addressed to each and every person, in the name of 
God: respect, protect, love and serve life, every human life!



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Feb 04

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

Adoration

“How sweet, the presence of 
J e s u s t o t h e l o n g i n g a n d 
harassed soul! He is instant 
p e a c e a n d b a l m t o e v e r y 
wound.”
     ~St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, 
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Jan 24
St. Francis de Sales, Bishop & Doctor of the Church (obl)
No Mass

Tuesday, Jan 25
Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle (feast)
5:00pm (T) Roseann Eye †

Wednesday, Jan 26
Sts. Timothy and Titus, Bishops (obl)
9:00am (P) Tom DiBacco †

Thursday, Jan 27
St. Angela Merici, Virgin and Religious Founder (opt)
5:00pm (T) Vince DiBacco †

Friday, Jan 28
St. Thomas Aquinas (transferred to Sunday)
5:00pm (T) Robert Studer †

Saturday, Jan 29
Weekday; BVM
9:00am (P) Joan Lipscomb †
5:00pm (T) People of the Parish  (VIGIL)

Sunday, Jan 30
Solemnity of Saint Thomas Aquinas
8-9am (T) Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
9:00am (T) Joe & Mary Deegan †
11:00am (P) Nancy Nester †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time


