
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

SOLEMNITY OF ST. THOMAS AQUINAS - January 30, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $1,464.06

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,140.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Jan. 23, 2022

SYNOD HEARINGS

Thank you to everyone who participated in our two Synod 
hearings!  I think that they were productive and helpful.  
Thanks especially to Jonathan Mann for facilitating the 
meetings in a thoughtful manner.

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Jan 30 - Solemnity of St. Thomas Aquinas, adoration at 8am (T)
Feb 02 - Adoration in Parsons, 10am to 8pm; benediction at 8pm
Feb 04 - First Friday adoration 5pm and Mass 6pm in Parsons
Feb 06 - Ask Father after Mass in Parsons
Feb 13 - Second collection: church missions within the USA

This Wednesday, February 2nd is the Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord or what used to be called the Feast 
of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Traditionally this marked the close of the Christmas 
Season (although now it now ends with the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord).  To mark this feast, we will be having 
adoration in Parsons this Wednesday starting immediately 
after Mass until 8pm.  At 8pm we will end with 
benediction.  There is a sign up sheet in the back of the 
church.  If you are able, it would be good to spend some 
time with our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament and especially 
to pray a Rosary for peaec in the world.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
outside Holy Mass prolongs and 
intensifies what has taken place in 
the liturgical celebration and makes 
a true and profound reception of 
Christ possible.  I… warmly 
recommend, to pastor and all the 
Faithful, the practice of Eucharistic 
adoration.
~Pope Benedict XVI

Thursday, February 3rd is the feast of St. Blaise, bishop 
and martyr.  As St. Blaise was being taken to prison, he 
encountered a woman whose pig was being seized by a 
wolf; St. Blaise commanded the wolf to release the pig, 
and it was freed unhurt.  While he was in prison, he 
miraculously cured a small boy who was choking to death 
on a fishbone lodged in his throat.  Also, the woman 
whose pig had been saved brought St. Blaise candles so 
that his cell would have light and he could read Sacred 
Scripture.  He was martyred around the year 316. One 
reason St. Blaise rose in popularity was from the fact that 
he was a physician who performed miraculous cures.  
Eventually, the custom of blessing of throats arose, 
whereby the priest held two crossed candles at the throat 
while he invoked the prayer of the Saint and imparted 
Go’s blessing.  The blessing will be imparted at all the 
Masses next weekend, and at the end of Mass on St. 
Thursday.

FEAST OF ST. BLAISE PRO-LIFE CORNER
Sometimes people ask me if I’m pro-
choice or pro-life.  I always tell them, 
“yes.”  I’m pro-choice before 
conception, and pro-life after 
conception!
Dr. Christopher J. Bise

ADORATION IN PARSONS



A Brief Introduction to the Gospel According to Saint Luke
by Father Smay

    Up until the start of Advent we will be hearing mostly from the Gospel according to Saint Luke 
(the exceptions being one Sunday in Lent and the Sundays in the Easter Season).  As I mentioned in 
my homily last weekend, there are a number of noteworthy things about Saint Luke’s Gospel.  These 
facts are good to keep in mind as we read and listen to the Gospel becuase they help us  to better 
grasp what the author is trying to communicate.  Each of the Gospels was written for a definite 
audience from a very particular point of view.  It helps when reading or hearing passages from the 
Gospels to know who the author is and who he was writing for.  The words of Sacred Scripture are 
easier to understand and more meaningful and they will be more fruitful in our lives when we have 
some background because we will have a clearer understanding of what the author is saying.
     Saint Luke was a companion of Saint Paul and Saint Paul mentions Saint Luke three times 
(Colossians 4:14, 2 Timothy 4:11, and Philemon 1:24).  Saint Paul also mentions that Saint Luke was a 
physician, which would make him a member of the well-educated upper class in the Greco-Roman 
world.  His writing style reflects this: his grammar is good and he makes use of complex rhetorical 
devices.
     In the opening verses of his Gospel, Saint Luke tells us four noteworthy things.
     First, he himself investigated what he has written; this isn’t just hearsay.  As a companion of Saint 
Paul, he would have met some of the other Apostles and certainly the Blessed Virgin Mary.  There 
are strong indications that he spent a considerable amount of time with the Blessed Mother: Saint 
Luke gives us the bulk of the information we have about Jesus’ conception and birth as well as the 
only story from His childhood (our Lord staying behind in the Temple and his parents’ search for 
Him).  Furthermore, chapters 10-19, which recounts Jesus’ final journey to Jerusalem, have material 
which are almost entirely unique to Saint Luke’s Gospel.  The source for this material?  Likely the 
Blessed Mother herself as we know that she was with our Lord on this final journey (Acts 1:14, John 
19:25).  In addition to the Blessed Mother as a source, as St. Paul’s coworker, his Gospel likely also 
reflects St. Paul’s preaching among a very specific group: the non-Jewish people.  Therefore, Saint 
Luke does not assume a knowledge of Judaism in his audience.
     Second, Saint Luke tells us that he is writing “in an orderly sequence.”  This phrase calls for some 
caution because the “orderly sequence” he is writing is probably not primarily a temporal sequence 
of events (although he clearly uses a temporal sequence as a secondary means of ordering his 
Gospel).  
     Third, he is writing “for you, most excellent Theophilus.”  Theophilus was likely not a single 
person for whom Saint Luke was writing.  Theophilus literally means “lover of God.”
     And finally, he is writing “so that you may realize the certainty of the teachings you have 
received.”  In other words, he is writing for someone who is already a Christian and “knows the 
basics” about Christ Jesus and he is writing to increase faith.
     In many ways, Saint Luke is writing his gospel for us.  We don’t have much knowledge about 
Judaism, we modern readers expect things to be written in an orderly fashion, we love God (I hope!), 
and we already know the basics about Christianity.  Perhaps the one thing that we lack that Saint 
Luke had in mind was a general knowledge about life in the first century which is where the priest 
should use his knowledge to enlighten the mind.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Feb 04

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

Adoration

“How sweet, the presence of 
J e s u s t o t h e l o n g i n g a n d 
harassed soul! He is instant 
p e a c e a n d b a l m t o e v e r y 
wound.”
     ~St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, 
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Jan 31
St. John Bosco, Priest and Religious Founder (obl)
7:30am (T) Fr. Tom Gills

Tuesday, Feb 1
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Anton Kotten †

Wednesday, Feb 2
Presentation of the Lord (Candlemas) (feast)
9:00am (P) Rose & Francis Nolin †
9:30am until 8:00pm (P) ADORATION

Thursday, Feb 3
St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr (opt)
St. Ansgar, Bishop
5:00pm (T) Wilbur & Isabel Killeen †

First Friday, Feb 4
Weekday
5:00pm (P) ADORATION
6:00pm (P) Dan Studer †

First Saturday, Feb 5
St. Agatha, Virgin and Martyr (obl)
9:00am (P) David F. Silk †
5:00pm (T) People of the Parish  (VIGIL)

Sunday, Feb 6
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am (T) Michael Fortini †
11:00am (P) Jerry DiBacco †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Solemnity of St. Thomas Aquinas


