
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - February 6, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $3,465.06
Attendence: 122

Our Lady of Mercy:  $885.00
Attendence: 57

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Jan. 30, 2022

SECOND COLLECTION FEB 13
The Diocese has (mercifully!) consolidated a number of 
second collections.  On February 13 we will have a 
collection for Church Missions within the United States.  
This collection was previously two seperate collections: 1) 
Black and Indian Missions and 2) Catholic Home Missions 
Appeal.  The collection on February 13 will be divided 
equally for these two purposes.
I think the first of these is self explanatory.  The second, 
Catholic Home Missions, is a fund which the aim is 
helping and supporting poor dioceses in the United States.  
There is a long and venerable tradition of more financially 
blessed Catholic Communities helping those who are of 
lesser means.  Thank you for your generosity!

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Feb 06 - Ask Father after Mass in Parsons
Feb 13 - OLM Women’s guild meeting after 11am Mass
Feb 13 - Second collection: church missions within the USA
Feb 15 - Knights of Columbus Meeting (Parsons)

The Rosary Tally for the last 6 weeks is shown below.  
Thank you for persevering in prayer. The Rosary remains 
our strongest weapon.  Please use it faithfully, daily, 
especially for reparation for sins committed against the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the consecration of 
Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those 
serving in our armed forces.  

Total Rosaries for 6 weeks: 414
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 38,998

PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
by St. Charles Borromeo

O Holy Mother of God, pray for the 
priests your Son has chosen to serve the 
Church.  Help them, by your 
intercession, to be holy, zealous, and 
chaste. Make them models of virtue in 
the service of God’s people. Help them 
be pious in meditation, efficacious in 
preaching, and zealous in the daily 
offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. Help them administer the 
Sacraments with love and joy.  Amen.

Ash Wednesday is March 2nd this year.  That means that 
we have less than 4 weeks before Ash Wednesday.  This is 
mentioned because now would be a good time to start 
thinking about what you want to do for Lent.  Taking note 
of various things in your day that you would like to limit 
because they tend to distance you from God, or looking 
for small changes that you can make to your day so that 
you are more aware of God’s presence in your life is a 
good way to prepare for Lent.  Having noted (even 
literally) these things over the next 3 weeks, we can make 
a reasonable list of resolutions and make good use of the 
40 days of Lent.

LENT 2022 PRO-LIFE
CORNER

PRAY THE ROSARY EVERY DAY



Lord, have mercy – Domine, miserere – Kyrie, eleison – Κύριε, ἐλέησον
By Father Smay

     The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass begins with the Sign of the Cross followed by the 
penitential rite.  During the penitential rite we generally recite the “I confess” and then say or 
sing the “Lord, have mercy,” repeating it after the priest or cantor.  Some of you may have 
noticed that we started singing the “Lord, have mercy” (commonly referred to as the Kyrie) in 
a foreign language at the start of Advent and have continued to do so; I hope that this practice 
will continue indefinitely.
     For those of you who still remember the Old Latin Mass, the words are likely somewhat 
familiar, although these words aren’t Latin at all, they are Greek.  Before the Mass was said in 
Latin, it was said in Greek.  Some suppose that it was first said in Aramaic, Jesus’ native 
tongue, or in Hebrew.  Yet, both of these theories are a bit of a stretch.  Aramaic was very 
much a local language known by very few.  Hebrew was a language that was used among the 
Jews, especially in their liturgical services, but not used by anyone else.  Greek, on the other 
hand, was the lingua franca of the ancient world at the time of our Lord.  It would be 
somewhat comparable to the place the English language holds in our modern world.  In other 
words, Greek would be the language that foreigners would hold in common and use to 
communicate.  It is almost certain that our Lord Himself had some fluency in Greek and also 
some if not all of the Apostles.  When the first Masses were being passed on through oral 
tradition and handed down from the Apostles to the first priests and bishops, this would have 
been done mostly in Greek since knowledge of Hebrew or Aramaic would have been scarce 
among the non-Jewish Christians.
     The Mass was first celebrated in the Latin language in North Africa sometime in the second 
century.  In 189 Pope Saint Victor I became the first African Pope and he may have been the 
first to use Latin in a papal Mass, although no one is exactly sure.  There was a period of 
transition where the Mass in Rome slowly changed languages from Greek to Latin and, even 
more broadly, the lingua franca changed from Greek to Latin.  By the middle of the 4th 
century Greek was little known in Rome and the Mass in Rome was entirely in Latin.
     Records are sparse, but it seems that sometime during this transition from Greek to Latin, 
the Kyrie was imported from the Eastern Catholic Mass (which was conducted in Greek) into 
the Mass in Rome, yet without translating it.  By the year 529 reciting the Kyrie was a 
manditory part of Holy Mass in Rome.  Because the Kyrie was adopted so late, and also 
perhaps because of its simplicity, it was retained in the Greek language and never translated 
into Latin, until 1970.
     The prayer itself is simple – only two words – but of such profound meaning that it is not 
surprising that the people of Rome wanted it in their liturgy.  As Father Nicholas Gihr 
beautifully commented on this prayer: “The Kyrie is a cry for help of touching humility and 
simplicity, one proceeding naturally and directly from the heart, that is in want, suffering and 
distress; hence we come across it in many parts of the Old and the New Testaments, and 
formerly it resounded thousands of times from the mouths of the people supplicating God in 
penitential procession.”
     I hope that our practice of reciting “Lord, have mercy – Kyrie, eleison” in its original Greek 
will continue precisely because it puts us in contact, and even in union, with the earliest 
Catholics and all those who have traversed this valley of tears to the Father’s house and home 
between them and us.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
March 4

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

Adoration

“Always remain close to the 
Catholic Church, because it 
alone can give you true peace, 
since it alone possesses Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament, the true 
Prince of Peace.”

~St. Padre Pio

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, 
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Feb 7
Weekday
No Mass

Tuesday, Feb 8
Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine Bakhita, Virgin (opt)
5:00pm (T) Laura & Bernhardt Lancsa †

Wednesday, Feb 9
Weekday
9:00am (P) Clair “Swifty” Smay †

Thursday, Feb 10
St. Scholastica, Virgin (obl)
5:00pm (T) Peg Clement and family †

Friday, Feb 11
Our Lady of Lourdes (opt)
5:00pm (T) Donald Rice †

Saturday, Feb 12
BVM (opt)
No Mass in Parsons on Saturday Morning
5:00pm (T) People of the Parish (VIGIL)

Sunday, Feb 13
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am (T) Leo McKenzie †
11:00am (P) Bill Marco & Lyndsay Hart †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time


