
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - February 13, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $3,115.06
Attendence: 87

Our Lady of Mercy:  $965.00
Attendence: 46

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Feb 06, 2022

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND

The Diocese has (mercifully!) consolidated a number of 
second collections.  This weekend, February 12-13 we will 
have a collection for Church Missions within the United 
States.  This collection was previously two seperate 
collections: 1) Black and Indian Missions and 2) Catholic 
Home Missions Appeal.  The collection on February 13 
will be divided equally for these two purposes.
I think the first of these is self explanatory.  The second, 
Catholic Home Missions, is a fund whose aim is to help 
and support the poorer dioceses in the United States.  
There is a long and venerable tradition of more financially 
blessed Catholic Communities helping those who are of 
lesser means.  Thank you for your generosity!

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Feb 13 - OLM Women’s guild meeting after 11am Mass
Feb 13 - Second collection: church missions within the USA
Feb 15 - Knights of Columbus Meeting (Parsons)

PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
by St. Charles Borromeo

O Holy Mother of God, pray for the 
priests your Son has chosen to serve the 
Church.  Help them, by your 
intercession, to be holy, zealous, and 
chaste. Make them models of virtue in 
the service of God’s people. Help them 
be pious in meditation, efficacious in 
preaching, and zealous in the daily 
offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. Help them administer the 
Sacraments with love and joy.  Amen.

That Man Is You is starting again for the “Spring 
Semester.”  It is once again digital online via Zoom.  The 
link, which is good for all the Spring sessions, is below.  
The sessions take place on Saturday mornings at 7:00am 
and the program is intended for men who are interested in 
fraternity, supporting and being supported in living out 
the Catholic Faith.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Chad Buist at 757-709-5232 or 
chadsprojects2019@gmail.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82438621939?
pwd=R0dCMzlGcXhBdm1RYk9saktrYnlXQT09

THAT MAN IS YOU

PRO-LIFE
CORNER

By abortion, the mother 
does not learn to love, 

but kills even her 
own child to solve her 

problems.

-Mother Teresa

WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE AND WHY?
How well do you REALLY know your faith? 

Classes are held once per month on different topics. Come 
and dive deeper into the things you THOUGHT you knew.  
Join us for the next class on:

Actual Sin and the Vices
Monday, Feb 21 at 6:30pm in Parsons

Thursday, Feb 24 after Mass in Thomas

Presenter: Father Smay



What Are the Obligations of Godfather and Godmother (Sponsors) in Baptism?
An excerpt from Questions by Catholics Answered (1946) by Fr. Winfrid Herbst, S.D.S. pp. 11-13

     Your question is one of great practical importance. We, accordingly, answer it at considerable 
length. And we begin by saying that the obligations of both godfather and godmother are the same.
     As regards the obligations of sponsors towards the baptized person, it is to be remembered that the 
sponsor must consider the baptized person, for whom he is security, as a novice in the Faith, whom he 
has to instruct in spiritual matters and in all that pertains to a Christian life.  Since this obligation 
belongs primarily to fathers and mothers, the sponsor is bound only when the father and mother are 
unwilling or unable to perform their part, or if they die.  Likewise the sponsors are free from this 
obligation when they know that their godchild attends the catechism classes in church, or is a pupil of 
a Catholic school or college, where Christian instruction is a part of the curriculum [n.b. in our times - 
i.e. 2022 - one cannot presume that a school is teaching the Catholic Faith simply because the name 
word “Catholic” appears in the title of the school or institution].
     Godfathers and godmothers, as the name itself implies, stand between God and the child, or better, 
that they are the guarantors of the spiritual union that must exist between a baptized person and God, 
the Author of Baptism.  They share only the religious side of the parent’s duty; for the duties of parents 
extend to the temporal as well as to the spiritual life of the child.
     The Council of Trent decreed “that only one man or woman, or at most one man and one woman, 
stand as sponsors in Baptism.”  In the latter case, as is clear, the sponsors should be of different sex, 
while in the former case it is advisable, though not obligatory, that the sponsor should be of the same 
sex as the child.  Here again is implied the real obligation of sponsors.  It is forbidden to have more 
than one godfather and godmother in Baptism because, as popular opinion has it and as is well 
known, the obligation of many is the obligation of none.  And here there is a real obligation.
     From the grave obligation sponsors undertake towards their godchild it is clear that not everyone is 
a fit person to act as sponsor.  The parents or guardians have the right to select the sponsors for the 
child.  If they cannot do so the priest who administers Baptism has the right.
     We now briefly mention who may not act as sponsors.
          1. Those who have not the use of reason.
          2. Non-Catholics, infidels, heretics; Catholics who have been excommunicated by name, etc., who 

are living in public sin, etc.  [n.b. in modern times, we do permit non-Catholic Christians to act 
as “Christian witnesses” to baptim and these are, in common speech, referred to as godparents, 
although technically they are not].

          3. The father, mother, husband, or wife of the person to be baptized.
     And now, for the sake of greater clearness, we likewise briefly mention under what condition one 
may lawfully act as sponsor.
          1. The sponsor must be at least fourteen years old, unless for some good reason the priest who 

baptizes rules differently.
          2. He must not have committed any public crime that entails excommunication or other public 

stigma.
          3. He must know at least the rudiments of faith.
     … We may here add that a spiritual relationship which is an impediment to marriage arises 
between the sponsors on the one side and the godchild on the other, but not between the sponsors 
themselves.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
March 4

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

Adoration

“Always remain close to the 
Catholic Church, because it 
alone can give you true peace, 
since it alone possesses Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament, the true 
Prince of Peace.”

~St. Padre Pio

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, 
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Feb 14
Sts. Cyril, Monk and Methodius, Bishop (obl)
7:30am (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †

Tuesday, Feb 15
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Jonathan P. Mann

Wednesday, Feb 16
Weekday
9:00am (P) Frank & Pauline Sedo †

Thursday, Feb 17
The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order (opt)
5:00pm (T) Don Woods †

Friday, Feb 18
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Robert Nichols †

Saturday, Feb 19
BVM (opt)
9:00am (P) J. Pat Nichols †
5:00pm (T) Michael Thomas Marano † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Feb 20
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am (T) Paula Cannon †
11:00am (P)  People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time


