
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - February 20, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $1,584.25
Church Missions within the USA: $273.00

Attendence: 79

Our Lady of Mercy:  $630.00
Church Missions with the USA: $140.00

Attendence: 52

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Feb 13, 2022

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRY

Come join the Knights of Columbus for our Lenten Fish 
Frys! Dinner includes an 8 oz fish fillet with tartar or 

cocktail sauce; dinner roll with butter; coleslaw; 
greenbeans; macaroni n’cheese; fruit dessert; 

coffee or punch.  The price will be $10.00.
CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE!

The dinner will be at both locations from 4:00pm - 6:00pm, 
At the St. Thomas Center and Our Lady of Mercy Church 

social hall on: March 4, March 11, March 18,
March 25, April 1, and April 8.

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Feb 21 - What do Catholics Believe, 6:30pm in Parsons
Feb 22 - 4th Degree Knights meeting, 6pm Thomas
Feb 24 - What do Catholics Believe after Mass in Thomas
Mar 2 - Ash Wednesday

O Heart of Love, I put all 
my trust in Thee.  For I fear 
all things from my own 
weakness, but I hope for all 
things from Thy goodness!
~St. Margaret Mary Alacoque

Mark your calendars for Sunday February 27th. We will 
celebrate “Mardi Gras” with a festive pot-luck dinner 
immediately following the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of 
Mercy church. Join us as we feast on delicious foods. All 
are welcome to join the fun and festivities.

MARDI GRAS

PRO-LIFE
CORNER

Nothing we do to 
defend the human person, 

no matter how small, is ever 
unfruitful or forgotten.

-Archbishop Charles Chaput

WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE AND WHY?

WITH SYMPATHY
Please pray for the soul of Edith 
DiBacco who was buried from our 
parish church on Wednesday, 
February 16th.  Please also pray for 
the consolation of her family.

ADORATION DURING LENT

For the first Wednesday of Lent, a.k.a. Ash Wednesday, 
there will be Mass in Parsons at 9am and Mass in Thomas 
at 5pm.  Starting the first full week of Lent, there will be 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Wednesdays in 
Parsons from 10am until 5pm.  Mass in Parsons starting 
the first full week of Lent will be at 5pm follwed by 
Stations of the Cross.  Stations of the Cross in Parsons will 
follow the 5pm Mass on Wednesdays.  Stations of the 
Cross in Thomas will follow 5pm Mass on Fridays.

How well do you REALLY know your faith? 
Classes are held once per month on different topics. Come 
and dive deeper into the things you THOUGHT you knew.  
Join us for the next class on:

Actual Sin and the Vices
Monday, Feb 21 at 6:30pm in Parsons

Thursday, Feb 24 after Mass in Thomas

Presenter: Father Smay



Why does God permit innocent persons to be possessed by the devil?
An excerpt from Questions by Catholics Answered (1946) by Fr. Winfrid Herbst, S.D.S. pp. 525-527

     As regards demoniacal possession, the Church teaches (1) that it is possible, (2) that it can be 
reconciled with divine wisdom and providence, (3) that it took place before the coming of Christ, and 
(4) that it still takes place now after the time of Christ.
     In answer to your question it is sufficient to state that God’s permission that a person be possessed 
by the devil is not contrary to divine providence.  We know that when God permits diseases, 
temptations, illusions, persecutions, seductions, even sins, etc., it is not repugnant to divine 
providence, which knows how to draw good out of evil; and we know that the things just enumerated 
can injure bodies and souls more than [demonic] possession and that, as Holy Scripture testifies, they 
are often brought about by the devil. Since those things are not adverse to the providence of God, so 
neither is the permission of demoniacal possession, which is not a sin and often scarcely differs from 
certain diseases.  And, as regards innocent persons, we may recall how often, for instance, innocent 
children are born blind or are crippled for life without any fault of their own or of others.  Whenever 
we reflect upon the mystery of evil we must also bear in mind original sin and its sad consequences to 
the human race.
     St. Bonaventure gives the following reasons why God permits diabolical possession: “The Lord 
permits this either for the manifestation of His glory (cf. John 9:3), or as a punishment for sin or for the 
correction of the sinner (cf. 1 Cor. 5:3 ss.), or for our instruction.  But for which of these causes it is 
particularly permitted is concealed from human discernment, inasmuch as the judgments of God are 
hidden; but this much is nevertheless clear: they are not unjust, and therefore such things are not 
permitted without cause.”
     We must, of course, be very slow in thinking that any certain person is possessed by the devil, and 
reasonable incredulity about specified cases is a good Catholic characteristic.  At the same time, 
however, we must not be led astray by the ridicule of a materialistic world.  In this matter Holy 
Church takes us by the hand, as it were, and constantly reminds us of the existence of the devil and of 
his efforts to do us harm. Every day of the year [in times past], with but few exceptions, she has her 
priests read, in the Compline of the Divine Office: “Brethren: be sober and watch: because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, goeth about seeking whom he may devour. Whom resist ye, 
strong in faith.” (1 Peter 5:8, 9.)  And the Church directs that every day, after Low Mass, priest and 
people say also the following prayer, of which there are various versions: “St. Michael, Archangel, 
defend us when we are attacked; against the crafty and corrupting devices of the devil be thou our 
safeguard.  That God may restrain him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, 
by thy God-given power, force back into hell Satan and all the other spirits of evil who are now 
overrunning the world, seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen.”
     Catholics would do well often to recall what a great virtue it is to think with the Church — sentire 
cum Ecclesia.

An Act of Spiritual Communion
by St. Alphonsus Liguori

     My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present in the most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love You 
above all things and I long to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive You in Holy 
Communion, I beg You to come at least spiritually into my heart.  As though You were already there, I 
embrace You and unite myself wholly to You.  Grant that I may never be separated from You. Amen.

It is a good habit to make an act of spiritual communion daily if we are unable to attend Mass.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
March 4

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

Adoration

“Always remain close to the 
Catholic Church, because it 
alone can give you true peace, 
since it alone possesses Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament, the true 
Prince of Peace.”

~St. Padre Pio

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, 
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Feb 21
St. Peter Damian, Bihop and Doctor (opt)
7:30am (T) Joe & Mary Deegan †

Tuesday, Feb 22
The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle (feast)
5:00pm (T) Stella Shreves †

Wednesday, Feb 23
St. Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr (obl)
9:00am (P) Nick DiMaio †

Thursday, Feb 24
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Edith DiBacco †

Friday, Feb 25
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Franz Lanthaler †

Saturday, Feb 26
BVM (opt)
9:00am (P) Rose & Francis Nolin †
5:00pm (T) Father Grassi (VIGIL)

Sunday, Feb 27
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am (T) Smay & Poleski Families
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time


