
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - February 27, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $2,118.16
Attendence: 5pm - 118; 9am - 67

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,055.00
Attendence: 60

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Feb 20, 2022

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRY
Come join the Knights of Columbus for our Lenten Fish 

Frys! Dinner includes an 8 oz fish fillet with tartar or 
cocktail sauce; dinner roll with butter; coleslaw; 

greenbeans; macaroni n’cheese; fruit dessert; 
coffee or punch.  The price will be $10.00.

CARRY OUT AVAILABLE!
The dinner will be at both locations from 4:00pm - 6:00pm, 
At the St. Thomas Center and Our Lady of Mercy Church 

social hall on: March 4, March 11, March 18,
March 25, April 1, and April 8.

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Mar 2 - Ash Wednesday: Mass at 9am Parsons; 5pm Thomas
Mar 4 - Knight of Columber Fish Fry 4-6pm
Mar 6 - NO Ask Father after Mass in Parsons
Mar 8 - 4th Degree Knights meeting, 6pm in Thomas

Come celebrate “Mardi Gras” immediately after the 11am 
Mass at Our Lady of Mercy with a festive pot-luck dinner. 
Join us as we feast on delicious foods. All are welcome to 
join the fun and festivities.

MARDI GRAS

PRO-LIFE
CORNER

Defend the unborn against 
abortion even if they persecute you, 

calumniate you, set traps for you, 
take you to court or kill you. No 

child should be deprived 
of the right to be born.

~Pope Francis

FASTING GUIDELINES FOR LENT

ADORATION AND STATIONS DURING LENT
This Wednesday, Ash Wednesday, there will be Mass in 
Parsons at 9am and Mass in Thomas at 5pm.  Starting the 
first full week of Lent, there will be adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament on Wednesdays in Parsons from 10am 
until 5pm at which time will be Mass in Parsons follwed 
by Stations of the Cross.  Stations of the Cross in Thomas 
will follow 5pm Mass on Fridays.

Fasting is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday by everyone 18 years and older, who has not yet 
celebrated their 59th birthday. On a fast day, one full meal 
is allowed. Two other meals may be taken, but together 
they should not equal another full meal. Eating between 
meals is not permitted, but consuming liquids, including 
milk and juices, is allowed. On days of abstinence, eating 
meat is forbidden. Abstinence is observed by everyone 14 
years of age or older. Ash Wednesday, all the Fridays 
during Lent, and Good Friday are days of abstinence. Note 
that when health or the ability to work is affected, the law 
does not apply. If a person is unable to observe the above 
regulations due to ill health or other serious reasons, other 
suitable forms of self-denial are encouraged. PRAYER FOR PRIESTS

by St. Charles Borromeo
O Holy Mother of God, pray for the 
priests your Son has chosen to serve the 
Church.  Help them, by your 
intercession, to be holy, zealous, and 
chaste. Make them models of virtue in 
the service of God’s people. Help them 
be pious in meditation, efficacious in 
preaching, and zealous in the daily 
offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. Help them administer the 
Sacraments with love and joy.  Amen.



The Mystery of Lent
by Dom Prosper Guéranger from The Ligurgical Year vol. 5

     Let us, now, learn from the Liturgy, in what light the Church views her Children during these Forty 
Days. She considers them as an immense army, fighting, day and night, against their Spiritual 
enemies.  We remember how, on Ash Wednesday, she calls Lent a Christian Warefare. Yes, – in order 
that we may have that newness of life, which will make us worthy to sing once more our Alleluia, – we 
must conquer our three enemies the devil, the flesh, and the world. We are fellow combatants with our 
Jesus, for He, too, submits to the triple temptation, suggested to him by Satan in person.  Therefore, we 
must have on our armour, and watch unceasingly.  And whereas it is of the utmost importance that our 
hearts be spirited and brave, – the Church gives us a war-song of heaven’s own making, which can fire 
even cowards with hope of victory and confidence in God’s help: it is the Ninetieth Psalm.  She inserts 
the whole of it in the Mass of the First Sunday of Lent….
     She there tells us to rely on the protection, wherewith our Heavenly Father covers us, as with a 
shield; to hope under the shelter of his wings; to have confidence in him, for that he will deliver us 
from the snare of the hunter, who had robbed us of the holy liberty of the children of God; to rely 
upon the succour of the Holy Angels, who are our Brothers, to whom our Lord hath given charge that 
they keep us in all our ways, and who, when our Jesus permitted Satan to tempt him, were the adoring 
witnesses of his combat, and approached him, after his victory, proffering to him their service and 
homage.  Let us get well into us these sentiments wherewith the Church would have us be inspired; 
and, during our six weeks’ campaign, let us often repeat this admirable Canticle, which so fully 
describes what the Soldiers of Christ should be and feel in this season of the great spiritual warfare.
     But the Church is not satisfied with thus animating us to the contest with our enemies; – she would 
also have our minds engrossed with thoughts of deepest import; and for this end, she puts before us 
three great subjects, which she will gradually unfold to us between this and the great Easter 
Solemnity. Let us be all attention to these soul-stirring and instructive lessons.
     And firstly, there is the conspiracy of the Jews against our Redeemer. It will be brought before us in 
its whole history, from its first formation to its final consummation on the great Friday, when we shall 
behold the Son of God hanging on the Wood of the Cross.  The infamous workings of the synagogue 
will be brought before us so regularly, that we shall be able to follow the plot in all its details.  We 
shall be inflamed with love for the august Victim, whose meekness, wisdom, and dignity, bespeak a 
God.  The divine drama, which began in the cave of Bethlehem, is to close on Calvary; we may assist at 
it, by meditating on the passages of the Gospel read to us, by the Church, during these days of Lent.
     The second of the subjects offered to us, for our instruction, requires that we should remember how 
the Feast of Easter is to be the day of new birth for our Catechumens; and how, in the early ages of the 
Church, Lent was the immediate and solemn preparation given to the candidates for Baptism… we 
ought to think with gratitude on how we were not required to wait years before being made Children 
of God, but were mercifully admitted to Baptism, even in our Infancy….
     Thirdly, we must remember how, formerly, the public Penitents, who had been separated, on Ash 
Wednesday, from the assembly of the Faithful, were the object of the Church’s maternal solicitude 
during the whole Forty Days of Lent, and were to be admitted to Reconciliation on Maundy Thursday, 
if their repentance were such as to merit this public forgiveness.  We shall have the admirable course 
of instructions, which were originally designed for these penitents, and which the liturgy, faithful as it 
ever is to such traditions, still retains for our sake. As we read these sublime passages of the Scripture, 
we shall naturally think upon our own sins, and on what easy terms they were pardoned us; whereas, 
had we lived in other times, we should have probably been put through the ordeal of a public and 
severe penance.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
March 4

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

Adoration

“Always remain close to the 
Catholic Church, because it 
alone can give you true peace, 
since it alone possesses Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament, the true 
Prince of Peace.”

~St. Padre Pio

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, 
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Feb 28
Weekday
7:30am (T) Leo Pase †

Tuesday, Mar 1
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Roseann Eye †

Wednesday, Mar 2
Ash Wednesday (Fast and Abstinence)
9:00am (P)  Vinnie Viola
5:00pm (T) Abram Smay

Thursday, Mar 3
Thursday after Ash Wednesday;
St. Katharine Drexel, Virgin
5:00pm (T) J. Pat Nichols †

First Friday, Mar 4
Weekday
5:00pm (T) ADORATION & BENEDICTION
6:00pm (T) Don Woods †

First Saturday, Mar 5
Saturday after Ash Wednesday (Abstinence)
9:00am (P) Frank & Pauline Sedo †
5:00pm (T) Thelma Sheeler † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Mar 6
First Sunday of Lent 
9:00am (T) People of the Parish
11:00am (P) Edward F. Silk †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time


