
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT - March 06, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $1,828.00
Attendence: 5pm - 62 
                    9am - 39

Our Lady of Mercy:  $692.00
Attendence: 11am - 49

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Feb 27, 2022

A second collection is scheduled for March 19-20, 2022, to 
support the Priests’ Health and Retirement Association 
(PHRA), a fund that provides health insurance and 
retirement benefits to retired priests of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston. Please take a moment to reflect on 
the many years of service by our priests and how we can 
take this opportunity to thank them in a very particular 
way with a donation to the PHRA collection.

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Mar 6 - NO Ask Father after Mass in Parsons
Mar 8 - 4th Degree Knights meeting, 6pm in Thomas
Mar 11 - Fish Fry 4-6pm in Parsons and Thomas
Mar 14 - Knights of Columbus meeting, 6pm in Thomas

The Rosary Tally for the last 6 weeks is shown below.  
Thank you for persevering in prayer. The Rosary remains 
our strongest weapon.  Please use it faithfully, daily, 
especially for reparation for sins committed against the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the consecration of 
Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those 
serving in our armed forces.  

Total Rosaries for 4 weeks: 559
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 39,557

PRO-LIFE
CORNER

Human life is sacred -
all men must recognize that fact.  
From its very inception it reveals 

the creating hand of God.  Those who 
violate His laws not only offend the 

divine majesty and degrade themselves 
and humanity, they also sap the vitality 

of the political community of which 
they are members.

~Pope Saint John XXIII

During Lent there is adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in 
Parsons from 10am until 5pm on Wednesdays.  Mass is at 
5pm followed by Stations of the Cross.  Stations of the 
Cross will follow the 5pm Mass on Fridays in Thomas.

Please come to our delicious Fish Fry on ALL Fridays 
during Lent!  Dinner includes a fish fillet with tartar or 
cocktail sauce; dinner roll with butter; coleslaw; green 
beans; macaroni n’ cheese; dessert; coffee or punch.

Cost:  $10.00 ~ CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE!
The dinner will be from 4 – 6pm, at the St. Thomas Center 
and Our Lady of Mercy Church social hall on: March 11, 
March 18, March 25, April 1, and April 8.

FISH FRY

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

SECOND COLLECTION MARCH 19-20

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

LENT BIBLE STUDY SERIES
Jonathan Mann will lead a Lent Bible study on Monday 
evenings at Our Lady of Mercy and Thursday evenings at 
St. Thomas Aquinas.  Series begins on March 14th and 
17th.  Light refreshments will be provided.

PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
by St. Charles Borromeo

O Holy Mother of God, pray for the 
priests your Son has chosen to serve the 
Church.  Help them, by your 
intercession, to be holy, zealous, and 
chaste. Make them models of virtue in 
the service of God’s people. Help them 
be pious in meditation, efficacious in 
preaching, and zealous in the daily 
offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. Help them administer the 
Sacraments with love and joy.  Amen.



Can a person make a good confession if he does not 
resolve carefully to avoid the occasions of sin?

From Questions by Catholics Answered (1946) by Fr. Winfrid Herbst, S.D.S. pp. 128-130
     The catechism tells us that in order to make a good confession we must also have a firm resolve or 
determination of the will to avoid not only such mortal sins as we have committed, but also all mortal 
sins, without excepting any.
     
     The penitent must truly be able to say: “I do will to shun mortal sin; I do will to flee all the near 
occasions of any and all mortal sins; and I will do so at whatever cost or sacrifice of friendship, honor, 
worldly good, yes, even of life itself.”  This firm purpose excludes cowardice, but it does not exclude 
fear or timidity based on our weakness and experience of the past; for this fear is often well grounded 
and may spring from a humble diffidence in our individual ability to resist all temptations. We should 
resolve to make diligent use of prayer and the Sacraments that we may say with St. Paul: “I can do all 
things in Him Who strengtheneth me.”
     
     Now, as regards the occasions of sin we must remember that there are two kinds: proximate 
occasions and remote occasions.  Proximate or near occasions are those persons, places and things that 
always or usually lead us into sin; remote occasions are those which may, indeed, but seldom really do 
cause one to fail into mortal sins. To make a good confession one must resolve carefully to avoid the 
near occasions of sin; but we need not make such a resolve to avoid the remote occasions. God is not 
unreasonable and, therefore, cannot will that we should shun these, unless, on account of peculiar 
circumstances they should become proximate.  For instance, on account of a particular evil inclination 
in an individual person, what is a remote occasion for others may become a proximate occasion for 
him.
     
     From this we see that those who have been guilty of mortal sin are obliged in conscience to shun 
the proximate or near occasions of sin, which to them are such, even if to some others such occasions 
be only remote. The reason is evident; for he that loves danger shall perish therein [Sirach 3:26]. He 
who is in the proximate occasion of sin is in great danger of sinning. Hence the sinner who is not 
willing to shun and remove as far as he can the proximate occasion of sin has no sincere contrition 
and, therefore, cannot be absolved. 
     
     But what is to be done if the occasion is absolutely unavoidable, or at least morally so, that is, if it 
cannot be shunned without great inconvenience or loss?  State the whole case clearly to your 
confessor.  If he judges that the near occasion can be made remote by prayer, the frequent reception of 
the Sacraments, mortification, or other means that he may suggest, then you may abide by his 
decision. But if the confessor decides that you absolutely remove the occasion or flee from it, then you, 
of course, must promise to do so. And remember that you must make your promise to God, Who sees 
the inmost secrets of the heart.
     
     What we have said above applies to mortal sin. We are not obliged to shun all the proximate 
occasions of venial sin, for that were quite impossible. Still, he that confesses only venial sins must 
purpose and be prepared either to avoid the proximate occasion of one species of venial sins or to 
diminish the number of his venial sins; for otherwise he would place himself in danger of being 
deficient in his good resolution, because he would abandon the desire of advancing or of removing 
the impediments to spiritual progress, namely, venial sins.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
April 1

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

Adoration

“ O a d m i r a b l e h e i g h t a n d 
stupendous condescension! O 
humble sublimity! O sublime 
humility! that the Lord of the 
universe, God and the Son of God, 
so humbles Himself that for our 
salvation He hides Himself under a 
morsel of bread.”

~St. Francis of Assisi

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, 
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Mar 7
Saints Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs (opt)
NO MASS - (in private Frank & Antonia Okolish †)

Tuesday, Mar 8
St. John of God, Religious (opt)
5:00pm (T) Warren & Mayme Holbrook †

Wednesday, Mar 9
St. Frances of Rome, Religious (opt)
10:00am until 5:00pm (P) ADORATION
5:00pm (P) Nancy Nester †

Thursday, Mar 10
Lenten Weekday
5:00pm (T) Lucille Kotten †

Friday, Mar 11
Lenten Weekday (Abstinence)
5:00pm (T) Bernhardt & Laura Lancsa †

Saturday, Mar 12
Lenten Weekday
9:00am (P) Joan Lipscomb †
5:00pm (T) Vince DiBacco † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Mar 13
Second Sunday of Lent 
9:00am (T) Jennifer Lanthaler
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
First Sunday of Lent


