
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT - March 13, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $2,098.00
Church in Ukraine: $508.00

Attendence: 5pm - 25; 9am - 35

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,004.00
Church in Ukraine: $858.00

Church in Attendence: 11am - 70

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Mar 06, 2022

There will be adoartion every Wednesday in Lent in 
Parsons from 10am until 5pm, at which time will be Mass.  
Please consider signing up to spend an hour with our 
Lord.  The sign-up sheet is in the back of the church.

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Mar 14 - Lent Bible Study at 6:30pm in Parsons
Mar 15 - Knights of Columbus meeting, 6pm in Thomas
Mar 17 - Lent Bible Study after the 5pm Mass in Thomas
Mar 18 - Fish Fry 4-6pm in Parsons and Thomas
Mar 20 - Second Collection: Priests’ Health and Retirement

A second collection is scheduled for next weekend, March 
19-20, to support the Priests’ Health and Retirement 
Association (PHRA), a fund that provides health insurance 
and retirement benefits to retired priests of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston. Please take a moment to reflect on 
the many years of service by our priests and how we can 
take this opportunity to thank them in a very particular 
way with a donation to the PHRA collection.

PRO-LIFE
CORNER

I wish to restate as firmly as I can that 
abortion is a grave sin, since it puts an 

end to an innocent life.  In the same 
way, however, I can and must state 

that there is no sin that God’s mercy 
cannot reach and wipe away when it 
finds a repentant heart seeking to be 

reconciled with the Father.
~Pope Francis

Stations of the Cross will be held following the 5pm Mass 
on Wednesdays in Parsons.
Sations of the Cross will be held following the 5pm Mass 
on Fridays in Thomas.

Please come to our delicious Fish Fry on ALL Fridays 
during Lent!  Dinner includes a fish fillet with tartar or 
cocktail sauce; dinner roll with butter; coleslaw; green 
beans; macaroni n’ cheese; dessert; coffee or punch.

Cost:  $10.00 ~ CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE!
The dinner will be from 4 – 6pm, at the St. Thomas Center 
and Our Lady of Mercy Church social hall on: March 18, 
March 25, April 1, and April 8.

FISH FRY

SECOND COLLECTION MARCH 19-20

ADORATION IN PARSONS DURING LENT

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

BIBLE STUDY ON THE PSALMS
Monday evenings at Our Lady of Mercy
Thursday evenings at St. Thomas Aquinas

Series begins on March 14th and 17th.
Light food will be provided during Bible studies.
Bring your Bible! (Extra copies are on hand in case you 
forget your own.)

The Rosary is the most excellent form 
of prayer and the most efficacious 
means of attaining eternal life. It is 
the remedy for all our evils, the root 
of all our blessings. There is no more 

excellent way of praying.
~Pope Leo XIII



from GUARDIAN of the REDEEMER
by Pope St. John Paul II, August 15, 1989

     In the words of the “annunciation” by night, Joseph not only heard the divine truth concerning 
his wife’s indescribable vocation; he also heard once again the truth about his own vocation. This 
“just” man, who, in the spirit of the noblest traditions of the Chosen People, loved the Virgin of 
Nazareth and was bound to her by a husband’s love, was once again called by God to this love.
     “Joseph did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife” into his home (Mt 1:24); 
what was conceived in Mary was “of the Holy Spirit.”  From expressions such as these, are we not 
to suppose that his love as a man was also given new birth by the Holy Spirit?  Are we not to think 
that the love of God, which has been poured forth into the human heart through the Holy Spirit (cf. 
Rm 5:5), molds every human love to perfection? This love of God also molds—in a completely 
unique way—the love of husband and wife, deepening within it everything of human worth and 
beauty, everything that bespeaks an exclusive gift of self, a covenant between persons, and an 
authentic communion according to the model of the Blessed Trinity.
     “Joseph…took his wife; but he knew her not, until she had borne a Son” (Mt 1:24-25). These 
words indicate another kind of closeness in marriage. The deep spiritual closeness arising from 
marital union and the interpersonal contact between man and woman have their definitive origin 
in the Spirit, the Giver of Life (cf. Jn 6:63).  Joseph, in obedience to the Spirit, found in the Spirit the 
source of love, the conjugal love which he experienced as a man. And this love proved to be greater 
than this “just man” could ever have expected within the limits of his human heart. […]
     Through his complete self-sacrifice, Joseph expressed his generous love for the Mother of God, 
and gave her a husband's “gift of self.” Even though he decided to draw back so as not to interfere 
in the plan of God which was coming to pass in Mary, Joseph obeyed the explicit command of the 
angel and took Mary into his home, while respecting the fact that she belonged exclusively to God.
     On the other hand, it was from his marriage to Mary that Joseph derived his singular dignity and 
his rights in regard to Jesus. “It is certain that the dignity of the Mother of God is so exalted that 
nothing could be more sublime; yet because Mary was united to Joseph by the bond of marriage, 
there can be no doubt but that Joseph approached as no other person ever could that eminent dignity 
whereby the Mother of God towers above all creatures. Since marriage is the highest degree of 
association and friendship, involving by its very nature a communion of goods, it follows that God, 
by giving Joseph to the Virgin, did not give him to her only as a companion for life, a witness of her 
virginity and protector of her honor.  He also gave Joseph to Mary in order that he might share, 
through the marriage pact, in her own sublime greatness.” (Familiaris consortio, 16)
     This bond of charity was the core of the Holy Family’s life, first in the poverty of Bethlehem, then 
in their exile in Egypt, and later in the house of Nazareth. The Church deeply venerates this Family, 
and proposes it as the model of all families. Inserted directly in the mystery of the Incarnation, the 
Family of Nazareth has its own special mystery. And in this mystery, as in the Incarnation, one 
finds a true fatherhood: the human form of the family of the Son of God, a true human family, 
formed by the divine mystery. In this family, Joseph is the father: his fatherhood is not one that 
derives from begetting offspring; but neither is it an “apparent” or merely “substitute” fatherhood. 
Rather, it is one that fully shares in authentic human fatherhood and the mission of a father in the 
family. […]
     From the beginning, Joseph accepted with the “obedience of faith” his human fatherhood over 
Jesus. And thus, following the light of the Holy Spirit, Who gives Himself to human beings 
through faith, he certainly came to discover ever more fully the indescribable gift that was his 
human fatherhood.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
April 1

4:00 - 5:00pm
in Parsons

Adoration

“ O a d m i r a b l e h e i g h t a n d 
stupendous condescension! O 
humble sublimity! O sublime 
humility! that the Lord of the 
universe, God and the Son of God, 
so humbles Himself that for our 
salvation He hides Himself under a 
morsel of bread.”

~St. Francis of Assisi

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, 
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Mar 14
Lenten Weekday
7:30am (T) Stella Shreves †

Tuesday, Mar 15
Lenten Weekday
5:00pm (T) Antonia Harrison †

Wednesday, Mar 16
Lenten Weekday
10:00am until 5:00pm (P) ADORATION
5:00pm (P) Tom DiBacco †
5:30pm (P) STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Thursday, Mar 17
St. Patrick, Bishop (opt)
5:00pm (T) Free & United Ireland

Friday, Mar 18
St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop & Doctor (opt) (Abstinence)
5:00pm (T) Gene Randolph †
5:30pm (T) STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Saturday, Mar 19
St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary (solemnity)
9:00am (P) Martha Nichols †
5:00pm (T) Joe & Mary Deegan † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Mar 20
Second Sunday of Lent 
9:00am (T) People of the Parish
11:00am (P) Bill Marco & Lyndsay Hart †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Second Sunday of Lent


