
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT - March 20, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $4,405.00
Attendence: 5pm - 31;  9am - 30

Ash Wed: $300.00
Ukraine: $240.00 (total: $748.00)

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,050.00
Church in Attendence: 11am - 49

Ash Wed: $105.00
Ukraine: $150.00 (total: $1,008.00)

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Mar 13, 2022

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Mar 20 - Second Collection: Priests’ Health and Retirement
Mar 21 - Lent Bible Study at 6:30pm in Parsons
Mar 24 - Lent Bible Study after the 5pm Mass in Thomas
Mar 25 - Fish Fry 4-6pm in Parsons and Thomas

The second collection today will help support the Priests’ 
Health and Retirement Association (PHRA), a fund that 
provides health insurance and retirement benefits to 
retired priests of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston. 
Please take a moment to reflect on the many years of 
service by our priests and how we can take this 
opportunity to thank them in a very particular way with a 
donation to the PHRA collection.

Please come to our delicious Fish Fry on ALL Fridays 
during Lent!  Dinner includes a fish fillet with tartar or 
cocktail sauce; dinner roll with butter; coleslaw; green 
beans; macaroni n’ cheese; dessert; coffee or punch.

Cost:  $10.00 ~ CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE!
The dinner will be from 4 – 6pm, at the St. Thomas Center 
and Our Lady of Mercy Church social hall on: March 25, 
April 1, and April 8.

FISH FRY

SECOND COLLECTION MARCH 19-20

  EASTER PIES FOR SALE

BIBLE STUDY ON THE PSALMS
Monday evenings at Our Lady of Mercy
Thursday evenings at St. Thomas Aquinas

Series begins on March 14th and 17th.
Light food will be provided during Bible studies.
Bring your Bible! (Extra copies are on hand in case you 
forget your own.)
Readings for the next session: 2 Samual 2:1-7; Psalm 118; 1 
Chronicals 15:25-16:22; Psalm 105:1-15; 2 Samuel 7; Psalm 89.

The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will once again be 
making three different homemade pies to sell just in time 
for Easter: chocolate, coconut cream & lemon meringue! 
The cost is $12. Please see one of the guild members to 
reserve a pie or simply add your name to the pie 
fundraiser form in the back of the church. You may also 
call Cindy at 304-478-3304. 

ADORATION IN PARSONS
Adoration will be held every Wed during 
Lent in Parsons from 10am until 5pm, 
followed by Mass.  Please consider 
signing up to spend an hour with our 
Lord.  The sign-up sheets are in the back 
of the church.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
              Wednesdays:  following the           
                    5pm Mass in Parsons.
              Fridays:  following the 5pm     
                    Mass in Thomas.

LENT SCHEDULE 



Angelus Address on the Solemnity of the Annunciation
March 25, 2007

Pope Benedict XVI
     The 25th of March is the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin. … I would now 
like to reflect on this amazing mystery of faith which we contemplate every day in the recitation of 
the Angelus. The Annunciation, recounted at the beginning of St. Luke’s Gospel, is a humble, 
hidden event—no one saw it, no one except Mary knew of it—but at the same time, it was crucial to 
the history of humanity. When the Virgin said her “yes” to the Angel’s announcement, Jesus was 
conceived, and with Him began the new era of history that was to be ratified in Easter as the “new 
and eternal Covenant.”
     In fact, Mary’s “yes” perfectly mirrors that of Christ Himself when He entered the world, as the 
Letter to the Hebrews says, interpreting Psalm 40: “As is written of me in the book, I have come to 
do your will, O God” (Hebrews 10: 7).  The Son’s obedience was reflected in that of the Mother and 
thus, through the encounter of these two “yeses,” God was able to take on a human face.
     This is why the Annunciation is a Christological feast as well, because it celebrates a central 
mystery of Christ: the Incarnation.
     “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord, let it be done to me according to your Word.”  Mary’s 
reply to the Angel is extended in the Church, which is called to make Christ present in history, 
offering her own availability so that God may continue to visit humanity with His mercy.  The 
“yes” of Jesus and Mary is thus renewed in the “yes” of the saints, especially martyrs who are 
killed because of the Gospel.
     I stress this because yesterday, March 24th, the anniversary of the assassination of Archbishop 
Oscar Romero of San Salvador, we celebrated the Day of Prayer and Fasting for Missionary 
Martyrs: Bishops, priests, Religious and lay people struck down while carrying out their mission of 
evangelization and human promotion.
     These missionary martyrs…are the “hope of the world,” because they bear witness that Christ’s 
love is stronger than violence and hatred. They did not seek martyrdom, but they were ready to 
give their lives in order to remain faithful to the Gospel. Christian martyrdom is only justified 
when it is a supreme act of love for God and our brethren.
     In this Lenten Season we often contemplate Our Lady, who on Calvary sealed the “yes” she had 
pronounced at Nazareth. United to Christ, Witness of the Father’s love, Mary lived martyrdom of 
the soul.  Let us call on her intercession with confidence, so that the Church, faithful to her mission, 
may offer to the whole world a courageous witness of God’s love.

Please note: because the Immaculate Conception is a solemnity, Catholics are permitted to eat meat 
this Friday even though it is a Friday in Lent.  So have a steak or a hamburger for Lunch before 
coming out to support the Knights of Columbus by getting dinner from the Fish Fry!

Prayer to the Shoulder Wound of Jesus
O Loving Jesus, meek Lamb of God, I a miserable sinner, salute and worship the most Sacred 

Wound of Thy Shoulder on which Thou didst bear Thy heavy Cross, which so tore Thy Flesh and 
laid bare Thy Bones as to inflict on Thee an anguish greater than any other Wound of Thy Most 

Blessed Body. I adore Thee, O Jesus most sorrowful; I praise and glorify Thee and give Thee thanks 
for this most sacred and painful Wound, beseeching Thee by that exceeding pain and by the 

crushing burden of Thy heavy Cross to be merciful to me, a sinner, to forgive me all my mortal and 
venial sins, and to lead me on towards Heaven along the Way of Thy Cross. Amen.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

10:00am - 5:00pm
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next month: 

April 1
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Thomas

Adoration

“ O a d m i r a b l e h e i g h t a n d 
stupendous condescension! O 
humble sublimity! O sublime 
humility! that the Lord of the 
universe, God and the Son of God, 
so humbles Himself that for our 
salvation He hides Himself under a 
morsel of bread.”

~St. Francis of Assisi

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, 
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Mar 21
Lenten Weekday
NO MASS - (in private Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †)

Tuesday, Mar 22
Lenten Weekday
5:00pm (T) Robert Nichols †

Wednesday, Mar 23
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop (opt)
10:00am until 5:00pm (P) ADORATION
5:00pm (P) Richard Bednarz †
5:30pm (P) STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Thursday, Mar 24
St. Oscar Romero, Bishop and Martyr (opt)
5:00pm (T) Carole Smay

Friday, Mar 25
The Annunciation of the Lord (solemnity)
12 noon (P) Melinda Siler
5:00pm (T) Alma Przybysz †
5:30pm (T) STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Saturday, Mar 26
Lenten Weekday
9:00am (P) Jerry DiBacco †
5:00pm (T) Selma Cox † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Mar 27
Second Sunday of Lent 
9:00am (T) Fr. Leno Ebejer †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Third Sunday of Lent


