
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT - April 03, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $1,585.00
Attendance: 5pm - 42;  9am - 17

Our Lady of Mercy:  $800.00
Church in Attendance: 11am - 49

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Mar 27, 2022

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Apr 03 - Children’s Stations after 11am Mass; NO Ask Father
Apr 04 - Church History in Parsons at 6:30pm
Apr 07 - Church History in Thomas after the 5pm Mass
Apr 10 - Women’s Guild meeting in Parsons after Mass
Apr 19 - Soc of St. Thomas Women meeting after 5pm Mass

Please come to our final Fish Fry this Friday, April 8th. 
Cost:  $10.00 ~ CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE!

The dinner is from 4–6pm, at the St. Thomas Center and 
Our Lady of Mercy Church social hall.

LAST FISH FRY

CHILDREN’S STATIONS OF THE CROSS

EASTER PIES

THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH 

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS
Envelopes are located in the back of the church 
for those of you who would like to make 
donations to the Easter Flower Fund in memory 
of loved ones.

We will have children’s Stations of the Cross 
following the 11am Mass in Parsons TODAY, 
April 3rd.  There will be a social for the 
children and their families afterwards. 

PRO-LIFE CORNER
“The so-called 

right to abortion 
has portrayed the 
greatest of gifts

- a child -
as a competitor, 

an intrusion, 
and an inconvenience.”

St. Mother Teresa

There is “an urgent need for adult Catholics to recover 
their history as a believing community, debunk false 

criticisms of their Church, and understand the Christian 
underpinnings of the modern world” ~Archbishop Chaput

Pope Pius XII became pope on March 2, 1939 and was pope 
until 1958.  By some he is considered a “Saint”while others 
attack him for what they say was a failure to act decisively 
during the Holocaust.  What is the truth about this man?

Pope Pius XII: Saint or Reprobate? 
 Monday, April 4th ~ Our Lady of Mercy ~ 6:30pm

Thursday, April 7th ~ St. Thomas Aquinas ~ 5:30pm
Presenter: Father Smay

All women interested in helping make pies, please come to 
the OLM church social hall on Thursday, April 14th at 7am 
for pie prep and on Good Friday, April 15th at 7am to 
make the pies. Any & all help is greatly appreciated.

ADORATION IN PARSONS
Adoration will be held every Wednesday 
during Lent in Parsons from 10am until 
5pm, followed by Mass.  Please consider 
signing up to spend an hour with our 
Lord.  The sign-up sheet is in the back of 
the church.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
              Wednesdays:  following the           
                    5pm Mass in Parsons.
              Fridays:  following the 5pm     
                    Mass in Thomas.

LENT SCHEDULE 



        PALM SUNDAY:  Palms will be blessed at all Masses.  Solemn Blessing and Procession
                                                 will form prior to the Mass.

               MONDAY:    Mass at 7:30 a.m.  St. Thomas. (Confessions 30 min. before).

               TUESDAY:    Chrism Mass in Wheeling at 4:00 p.m.

               WEDNESDAY:  Mass at 5:00 p.m. followed by Stations of the Cross, 
                                             Our Lady of Mercy.   (Confessions 4:30 – 4:55 p.m.)

               HOLY THURSDAY:  Mass of the Lord’s Supper  – 7:00 p.m. St. Thomas.                                                                                                                
                                   (Confessions following the celebration.) Adoration until 10:00 p.m.

               GOOD FRIDAY:   (A day of FAST and ABSTINENCE) 
                                                 Solemn Stations of the Cross  – 3:00 p.m. St. Thomas.             
                                                 (Confessions before and immediately after.)  
                                                 Celebration of the Lord’s Passion – 6:00 p.m.  
                                                 Our Lady of Mercy.  (Confessions immediately after the Service.)

                EASTER VIGIL:  Beginning at 8:00 p.m. on Saturday evening at St. Thomas. 
      

                                                              Blessing of the New Fire
                                                              Blessing of Paschal Candle
                                                              Blessing of Easter Water
                                                              Renewal of Baptismal Promises
                                                              Liturgy of the Eucharist
                                
                 EASTER SUNDAY:    9:00 A.M.  St. Thomas
                                                         11:00 A.M.  Our Lady of Mercy

Holy Week Schedule
2022

Have a Happy and Blessed 
Easter Season!



AN EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE
Confession is your chance to ask God for forgiveness and receive His mercy. Before you enter the 
confessional, take a few moments to gather your thoughts and think about what you may have done to 
hurt others and what you can do better as a Christian. A sincere Confession is a chance to renew your 
soul and open yourself to the Grace of God. The following questions are to help you reflect upon what 
you need mercy for.

• Have I rejected or neglected my faith?

• Have I refused to defend my faith, or been embarrassed of it? Is there any aspect of my faith 
that I do not accept?

• Have I taken the Lord’s name in vain? Have I experimented with the occult, used a ouija board 
or put my trust in fortunetellers or horoscopes? Have I shown disrespect for any holy things, 
places or people?

• Have I skipped Mass on Sundays or Holy Days of Obligation?

• Have I received Holy Communion with a grave sin on my conscience? Or without proper 
reverence and thansgiving?

• Have I been disrespectful to my parents? Have I neglected my duties as a parent or spouse?

• Have I been impatient, angry or jealous? Have I fostered resentments or been unwilling to 
forgive?

• Have I been verbally or physically violent with others?  Have I gossiped or listened to gossip?

• Have I taken part in or encouraged abortion, the destruction of human embryos, euthanasia or 
any other means of taking human life?

• Have I been hateful or judgmental in thoughts or deeds? Have I looked down on others? Have I 
spoken badly about others, engaging in gossip?

• Have I consumed alcohol excessively or taken drugs?

• Have I looked at pornographic videos or websites? Have I been involved in impure behavior 
with myself or with someone else? Am I living with someone as if I were married when I am 
not? Have I deliberately entertained impure thoughts?

• If I am married, do I seek to love my spouse above all else? Was I unfaithful? Do I put my 
marriage first? My children? Am I open to welcoming new life? Have I done, taken or used 
something to prevent it?

• Do I let my work occupy time and energy that family and friends deserve? Have I been proud 
or selfish in my thoughts or actions?

• Have I neglected the poor and those in need?

• Have I spent money on my own personal comfort and luxury forgetting my responsibilities to 
others and the Church?

• Have I given in to laziness? Have I preferred physical comfort to service of others?

• Have I neglected the responsibility to bring others closer to God through example and 
word?



Why Mortification Is Part of Lent (Part II)
Fasting

FR. CARLOS MARTINS • 3/11/2022 (Catholic Answers)

     One of the most basic and traditional forms of observing Lent is fasting: mandatory for all 
Catholics (except for those exempted by age or illness) on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday and 
encouraged throughout the season. It has not just the weight of ancient Christian practice behind 
it, but the weight of all major religions. Even the ancient philosophers practiced fasting. Plato, for 
example, fasted in order to achieve greater physical and mental efficiency.
Some people can fast quite rigorously. Others have more difficulty. For them, some creativity may 
be necessary.
     I had a friend with very low body weight. For him to miss a meal, or not to consume his regular 
amount of food, meant virtual non-functionality. He couldn’t do his job; he couldn’t concentrate; 
he couldn’t engage in conversation. This is certainly not what the Church desires when it 
prescribes fasting. Thus, rather than cutting down on the amount of food he ate (which was 
already only the amount he needed to function), he deprived himself of the things that made food 
enjoyable. He refused himself all condiments. Salt, pepper, hot sauce, ketchup, butter, and the like 
were emptied from his house prior to Lent.
     Do you find it burdensome to fast? Try eating your hamburger without ketchup, mustard, 
cheese, and the other condiments you enjoy putting on it. Do not salt your fries. Do you need a cup 
of coffee to be alert and to function? Forgo the cream and sweetener. In all these practices, you’ll 
feel the deprivation, and you will live an authentic Lent. In fact, depriving ourselves of 
condiments is a great way to fast, since although they add pleasure to our eating experience, they 
possess virtually no nutritional value. For forty days, why not put them to death?
     To be clear, practicing penance is not an end in itself. The Church does not prescribe penance 
because it is sadistic; it prescribes it for two essential realities it brings about. The first is that it 
reminds us of our own mortality. The displeasure that comes with fasting makes us feel our lack of 
self-sufficiency and our dependence on God. It makes our prayer that much more real and genuine 
because it is prayer made with both the body and the mind. That prayer, in turn, may fuel acts of 
charity.
     The second is that a meaningful, sincere, and authentic Lenten observance makes Easter that 
much more of a celebration. When Lent is over, it is time for glory, and we consume the good 
things we have gone without. And it is good to do so. They are a reminder of the glory that Christ 
has purchased for us and that awaits us in the next life.
     Indeed, Scripture describes heaven as a banquet (Matt. 22:2), a wedding feast (Matt. 25:10), a 
place devoid of hunger (Rev. 7:16). Although it is true that the Church takes seriously the 
observance of fasting, it is equally true that no one appreciates a feast like the Church. For 2,000 
years, she has been preparing for one. “Blessed is the one who will dine in the kingdom of God” 
(Luke 14:15).  

THANK YOU SO MUCH!
I would like to thank all of you for the cards, phone calls, text messages, gifts, visits, 
flowers, meals, Masses, holy water & oil and most especially all of your prayers during 
my recent illness & stay in the hospital. I could truly feel all of your love and support 
during that very difficult time. As of my latest tests, I am cancer free and do not need 
treatments! God is Good!!! ~Melinda Siler



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

10:00am - 5:00pm
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next month: 

May 06
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

“Jesus has made Himself the Bread 
of Life to give us life. Night and 
day, He is there. If you really want 
to grow in love, come back to the 
Eucharist, come back to that 
Adoration.”
~St. Mother Teresa

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, 
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Apr 04
St. Isidore, Bishop & Doc of the Church (opt)
7:30am (T)  Jeffrey Glad †

Tuesday, Apr 05
St. Vincent Ferrer, Priest (opt)
5:00pm (T)  Mary Gallagher †

Wednesday, Apr 06
Lenten Weekday
10:00am until 5:00pm (P) ADORATION
5:00pm (P)  Nancy Nester †
5:30pm (P) STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Thursday, Apr 07
St. John Baptist De La Salle, Priest (opt)
5:00pm (T)  Smay & Poleski Families

Friday, Apr 08
Lenten Weekday (Abstinence)
4:00pm (T)  ADORATION & BENEDICTION
5:00pm (T)  Debbie DePollo †
5:30pm (T) STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Saturday, Apr 09
Lenten Weekday
9:00am (P)  Joan Lipscomb †
5:00pm (T)  John Lawrence † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Apr 10
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
9:00am (T) Mary Suder †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Fifth Sunday of Lent


