
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY - April 24, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $2,762.00
Attendance: 8pm - 50;  9am - 95
Holy Land Good Friday: $340.00

Easter Flowers: $255.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,055.00
Church in Attendance: 11am - 88
Holy Land Good Friday - $135.00

Easter Flowers: $280.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 17, 2022

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
May 01 - ASK FATHER after the 11am Mass in Parsons
May 08 - Mother’s Day

WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE AND WHY

BIBLE STUDY ON THE PSALMS

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

We will celebrate the feast of Divine 
Mercy TODAY, April 24th at Our 
Lady of Mercy beginning with the 
11:00am Mass, followed by a 
potluck dinner in the social hall and 
concluding with Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament from 1pm until 
3:00pm (The Hour of Mercy).  All are 
welcome to attend.

How well do you REALLY know your faith? 
Classes are held once per month on different topics. Come 
and dive deeper into the things you THOUGHT you 
knew.  Join us for the next class on:

GRACE & WHY WE CAN’T SAVE OURSELVES
Monday, Apr. 25 at 6:30pm in Parsons

Thursday, Apr. 28 after Mass in Thomas

Presenters: Melinda Siler & Miranda Grace

Monday evenings at Our Lady of Mercy
Thursday evenings at St. Thomas Aquinas

Series resumes on May 2nd (Parsons)  
and May 5th (Thomas).

Light food will be provided during Bible    
studies. Bring your Bible!

EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS
The Easter flowers at St. Thomas 
Aquinas are in memory of: 
Avona & Pratt families, Virginia 
Ferruso Wilson, (Morvay, Victor, & 
Sweas families), (Diane, Alice, Mary & 
Dorthy Staron), Kotten & Studer 
families, Margaret “Peggy” & Roy C. 
Arnold, Guido & Edith Di Bacco.
The Easter flowers at Our Lady of 
Mercy Church are in memory of:
Nina Johnson, Thelma Tingler, Our 
loved ones (Goughnour family), Jerry 
DiBacco, Arley & Francis Mason, Ben & 
Lela Long, Honey Vachon, Leo & Minnie 
Sikarskie, Joseph & Irene Delasko, 
Edward & Doris Silk, The Wheeler 
family (Lawrence, Lucille, Nancy & 
*Bradford), J. Pat & Martha Nichols, 
and Tom DiBacco. 

PLEASE NOTE
~The Knights of Columbus meeting has been rescheduled 
for this Tuesday, April 26th at 6pm at Our Lady of Mercy 
Church in Parsons. The 4th Degree Knights will meet prior 
to this meeting at 5:50pm.
~The Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting has been 
rescheduled for this Tuesday, April 26th immediately 
following the 5pm Mass in the Center upstairs conference 
room.

PRO-LIFE CORNER
There are no unwanted children

only unwilling mothers



HOW CAN GOD BE MERCIFUL IF HE PUNISHES PEOPLE?
Catholic Answers Staff

Question:
How can Christian theologians say that God is perfectly merciful if he still punishes some people? 
Wouldn’t he be more perfectly merciful if he forgave everyone? 

Answer:
No. The word “perfect” can be taken in different senses. Sometimes it means “completely” or “in 
every case.” If this were the sense in which God were perfectly merciful, then he would forgive 
sins in every single case, thus forgiving everyone. But “perfect” has other meanings–for example, 
it can also mean “in the best way.”

Suppose a person needs $25 to get out of trouble, and he comes to me for help. I know that if I 
give him the $25 he will get out of trouble, learn his lesson, and all will be well. I also know that if 
I give him more than $25 he will not learn his lesson but will use the extra money to go out and 
get in trouble again. How would we regard the act of giving him $25 versus a larger sum?
Assuming I do not owe him any money, giving either amount would be an act of generosity, but 
which act would be the more perfect example of generosity? From one perspective we might 
reason that giving the higher amount would be more generous and thus more completely or 
“perfectly” generous. From another perspective we might reason that by giving the lower amount 
I would be helping him more and thus would be more perfectly generous (generous in a better 
way).

This gives us an insight into the nature of virtue. To do something virtuously is not just to do it in 
a higher degree, but in a better way.

God is perfectly merciful in that he perfectly displays the virtue of mercy. This means that he is 
merciful to the right people, at the right time, to the right degree, with the right motive, and in the 
right circumstances. But some people and some circumstances are not the right ones. It is not 
appropriate to forgive a person’s sins when he is defiant and unrepentant. It may be appropriate 
to continue trying to lead him to repentance, but it is not fitting for him to be forgiven even before 
he has admitted he was wrong.

God is perfectly merciful in the sense that he is merciful in the best way, not in the sense that he 
forgives every single sin people commit. Some sins (those of which people have not repented) are 
not appropriate to forgive, so God’s mercy is the very thing that prevents him from forgiving 

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
The Rosary Tally for the last 6 weeks is shown below.  Thank you for persevering in prayer. The 
Rosary remains our strongest weapon.  Please use it faithfully, daily, especially for reparation for sins 
committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the consecration of Russia to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces.  

Total Rosaries for 6 weeks: 696
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 40,253



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next month: 

May 06
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

“Jesus has made Himself the Bread 
of Life to give us life. Night and 
day, He is there. If you really want 
to grow in love, come back to the 
Eucharist, come back to that 
Adoration.”
~St. Mother Teresa

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, 
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Apr 25
St. Mark, Evangelist (Feast)
7:30pm (T) Mamee & Warren Holbrook †

Tuesday, Apr 26
Easter Weekday
5:00pm (T) Roseann Eye † 

Wednesday, Apr 27
Easter Weekday
9:00am (P) Donald Silk

Thursday, Apr 28
St. Peter Chanel, Priest & Martyr (opt)
St. Louis Grignion de Montfort, Priest (opt) 
5:00pm (T)  Joseph Fortini †

Friday, Apr 29
St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin & Doc of Church (obl)
5:00pm (T) Rose Mazzie †

Saturday, Apr 30
St. Pius V, Pope (opt)
9:00am (P) Ann Smay †
5:00pm (T) Alma Przybysz † (VIGIL)

Sunday, May 01
Third Sunday of Easter
9:00am (T) Joe & Mary Deegan †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Sunday of Divine Mercy


