
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER - May 01, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
May 01 - ASK FATHER after the 11am Mass in Parsons
May 08 - Mother’s Day
May 09 - Bible Study on the Psalms in Parsons at 6:30pm
May 10 - St. Thomas Women’s meeting after 5:30 Mass 
May 12 - Bible Study on the Psalms in Thomas after 5:30 Mass
May 15 - First Holy Communion in Parsons

BIBLE STUDY ON THE PSALMS
Monday evenings at Our Lady of Mercy

Thursday evenings at St. Thomas Aquinas
Series resumes on May 9th (Parsons)  

and May 12th (Thomas).

Light food will be provided during Bible
studies. Bring your Bible!

FISH FRY THANK YOU

St. Thomas:   $2,309.00
Attendance: 8pm - 44;  9am - 41

Our Lady of Mercy:  $926.00
Church in Attendance: 11am - 60

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 24, 2022

CEMETERY CLEANUP

Please remove all flowers and any decorative items from 
on top of or around the grave stones at Mount Calvary 
Cemetery in preparation for Spring grounds upkeep.  
Thank you!

If you would like to remember living or deceased 
mothers on Mother’s Day, cards can be found in the back 
of both churches for a suggested donation of $2.  It is 
only requested that a donation be left if a card is taken 
but all donations are appreciated!

“When the Sacraments of the Church are 
administered by external rite, it is Christ 
Who produces their effect in souls. He 
nourishes the redeemed with His own 

flesh and blood and thus calms the 
turbulent passions of the soul; He gives 

increase of grace and prepares future 
glory for souls and bodies. All these 

treasures of His divine goodness He is 
said to bestow on the members of His 

Mystical Body, not merely because He, 
as the Eucharistic Victim on earth and 

the glorified Victim in heaven, through 
His wounds and His prayers pleads our 

cause before the Eternal Father, but 
because He selects, He determines, He 
distributes every single grace to every 

single person ‘according to the measure 
of the giving of Christ.’”

The Gift of the Sacraments

The Knights of Columbus wish to thank all who 
supported our lenten fish fry this year.  Without your 
help we would be unable to support a seminarian and 
other community projects.
We also want to thank all the Knights who helped in the 
preparation and distribution of the fish dinners!

MOTHER’S DAY MASS INTENTIONS

Thank you to all the ladies who supported the Women’s 
Guild by donating ingredients and giving up their time on 
Good Friday to help make pies.  We also appreciate all of 
you who bought our pies and gave monetary donations.  
Our pie fundraiser was a success again this year because 
of all your efforts and generosity.

PIE FUNDRAISER THANK YOU



Meditation for Easter:
The Joys of Heaven

by Saint Alphonsus Liguori

     Oh, happy are we if we suffer with patience on earth the troubles of this present life!  Distress 
of circumstances, fears, bodily infirmities, persecutions, and crosses of every kind, will one day all 
come to an end; and if we be saved, they will all become for us subjects of joy and glory in 
paradise: Your sorrow (says the Saviour, to encourage us) shall be turned into joy (John 16:20).  So 
great are the delights of paradise, that they can neither be explained nor understood by us mortals: 
Eye hath not seen (says the Apostle), nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man, 
what things God hath prepared for those who love Him (1 Corinthians 2:9).  Beauties like the 
beauties of paradise, eye hath never seen; harmonies like unto the harmonies of paradise, ear hath 
never heard; nor hath ever human heart gained the comprehension of the joys which God hath 
prepared for those that love him. Beautiful is the sight of a landscape adorned with hills, plains, 
woods, and views of the sea.  Beautiful is the sight of a garden abounding with fruit, flowers, and 
fountains.  Oh, how much more beautiful is paradise!

     To understand how great the joys of paradise are, it is enough to know that in that blessed 
realm resides a God omnipotent, whose care is to render happy his beloved souls.  Saint Bernard 
[of Clairvaux] says that paradise is a place where “there is nothing that thou wouldst not, and 
everything that thou wouldst.”  There shalt thou not find anything displeasing to Thyself, and 
everything thou dost desire thou shalt find: “There is nothing that thou wouldst not.”  In paradise 
there is no night; no seasons of winter and summer; but one perpetual day of unvaried serenity, 
and one perpetual spring of unvaried delight.  No more persecutions, no jealousies are there; for 
there do all in sincerity love one another, and each rejoices in each other's good, as if it were his 
own.  No more bodily infirmities, no pains are there, for the body is no longer subject to suffering; 
no poverty is there, for every one is rich to the full, not having anything more to desire; no more 
fears are there, for the soul being confirmed in grace can sin no more, nor lose that supreme good 
which it possesses.

     “There is everything that thou wouldst.”  In paradise thou shalt have whatsoever thou desirest. 
There the sight is satisfied in beholding that city so beautiful, and its citizens all clothed in royal 
apparel, for they are all kings of that everlasting kingdom.  There shall we see the beauty of Mary, 
whose appearance will be more beautiful than that of all the angels and saints together.  We shall 
see the beauty of Jesus, which will immeasurably surpass the beauty of Mary.  The smell will be 
satisfied with the perfumes of paradise.  The hearing will be satisfied with the harmonies of 
heaven and the canticles of the blessed, who will all with ravishing sweetness sing the divine 
praises for all eternity.

     Ah, my God, I deserve not paradise, but hell; yet Thy death gives me a hope of obtaining it.  I 
desire and ask paradise of Thee, not so much in order to enjoy, as in order to love Thee 
everlastingly, secure that it will never more be possible for me to lose Thee.  O Mary, my Mother, 
O Star of the Sea, it is for thee, by thy prayers, to conduct me to paradise.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next month: 

May 06
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

“Jesus has made Himself the Bread 
of Life to give us life. Night and 
day, He is there. If you really want 
to grow in love, come back to the 
Eucharist, come back to that 
Adoration.”
~St. Mother Teresa

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, 
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, May 02
St. Athanasius, Bishop & Doctor (obl)
7:30pm (T) Rudolf & Mary Virginia Flanagan †

Tuesday, May 03
Sts Philip and James, Apostles (feast)
5:00pm (T) Vince DiBacco † 

Wednesday, May 04
Easter Weekday
9:00am (P) Nancy Nester †

Thursday, May 05
Easter Weekday 
5:00pm (T) Marty Yuhas †

First Friday, May 06
Easter Weekday
4:00pm (P) ADORATION
5:00pm (P) J. Pat Nichols †

First Saturday, May 07
Easter Weekday
9:00am (P) Jerry DiBacco †
5:00pm (T)  People of the Parish (VIGIL)

Sunday, May 08
Fourth Sunday of Easter
9:00am (T) For all living & deceased mothers
11:00am (P) For all living & deceased mothers

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Third Sunday of Easter


