FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - May 15, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Administrator: Fr. Martin J. Smay, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email: msmay@dwc.org
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date
of marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor
are required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let
us know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those
Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.
Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

CONGRATULATIONS
We congratulate our First Communicants on
their reception of Our Blessed Lord in the
Eucharist for the first time at Our Lady of
Mercy.
Congratulations!
Liam Ricottilli & Gabbie Nix
All are invited for cake in the social hall
immediately following Mass to celebrate
with them & their families.

ATTENTION KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
The meeting scheduled for May 17th has been changed to
Tuesday May 24th at the St. Thomas Center at 6:00pm.
Please plan on attending as the slate of officers for the new
year will be presented for your approval.

BIBLE STUDY ON THE PSALMS
Monday evenings at Our Lady of Mercy
Thursday evenings at St. Thomas Aquinas
Series resumes on May 16th (Parsons)
and May 19th (Thomas).
Light food will be provided during Bible studies.
Bring your Bible!
Readings: Num 3:1-4:20; Num 16; 1 Chron 16:37-43;
Lk 24:50-53; Psalms 84, 46, 48, 49, 88, 102, 134, 149, 150

CEMETERY CLEANUP
Please remove all flowers and any decorative items from
on top of or around the grave stones at Mount Calvary
Cemetery in preparation for Spring grounds upkeep.
Thank you!

Prayer for the
Holy Father
O God, shepherd and ruler of all the
faithful, look favorably on your servant
Francis, whom you have set at the head
of your Church as her shepherd; Grant,
we pray, that by word and example he
may be of service to those over whom he
presides so that, together with the flock
entrusted to his care, he may come to
everlasting life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
May 08, 2022
St. Thomas: $1,541.00

MEMORIAL DAY SECOND COLLECTION

Attendance: 5pm - 34; 9am - 39

There will be a second collection on Memorial Day
weekend, May 28 – 29, for the Mt. Calvary Cemetery Fund.
Donations will be used to defray the maintenance costs at
the cemetery. Special envelopes will be provided. (Please
make checks payable to: Mt Calvary Cemetery Fund.)

Our Lady of Mercy: $693.00

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
May 15 - First Holy Communion in Parsons
May 16 - Bible Study on the Psalms in Parsons at 6:30pm
May 19 - Bible Study on the Psalms in Thomas after 5:00 Mass
May 22 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after 11am Mass
May 24 - K of C meeting at 6:00pm in Thomas

Attendance: 11am - 50

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

Don’t forget our local food pantries! The
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food
donations. Please bring your food
donations to the back of the church and a
volunteer will pick them up and deliver
them to the proper location.

Blessed Mothers: A Reflection on the Rosary May 26, 2021 By: Colleen Shaddox
A font of holy water hung in the doorway of my childhood bedroom. Above the bowl, a ceramic Blessed
Mother looked down with serene love at her baby—and at me. In our house of shouts and tears, Mary was
always watching over me.
My mother had a deep devotion to the Blessed Virgin, as did all the women in our family. When she
gave me my first rosary, I was inducted into an adult sisterhood. I’d seen them cry out to Mary in the midst
of disappointing marriages, kids sent off to Vietnam, and past-due bills. She helped them: this woman
calmly smiling in her blue mantle, eternally reassuring. They were all so strong, and that strength had to
come from somewhere.
I wore out that rosary with praying. The thin metal links connecting the beads broke, producing a
shower of tiny pink beads that rolled toward cracks in the floor and scattered to unseen places, as prayers
do.
As an adult, I’d pick my mother up on Thursday nights for eucharistic adoration and praying the rosary.
We’d kneel side by side and murmur the prayers that we knew like favorite songs. She’d begun working as
a maid when she was 12 years old. Mom had spent a good part of her life on her knees scrubbing floors, and
by old age those knees hurt. I would urge her to sit for the devotion. She’d smile at me. “I’m fine, Sweetie. I
want to,” she’d say.
The rhythm of the rosary, those Hail Marys, Our Fathers, and Glory Bes repeated bead by bead, it
comforts. It’s like being curled up in a mother’s lap as breath goes in and out. You’re not sure if you’re
hearing your breathing or hers. Or if there is even a difference.
With each cycle of 10 Hail Marys, the faithful are called upon to meditate on an event from the life of
Mary or Jesus, events we call “mysteries,” a word I have always loved.
This small, tactile thing, a string of beads, takes you out of this world. Every Catholic child hears the
stories of Jesus and Mary, from the Annunciation to the Assumption, over and over. But the rosary invites
you to privately imagine those stories and thus make them your own. I know Jesus and Mary better for
praying it.
As I grew, I stopped seeing Mary as the immovable lady in blue. Today, I prefer to think of her as a girl
who said yes when God asked her to do an impossible thing, and who kept saying yes through all the
glories, joys, and sorrows that made up her life. Mary’s life reminds me that you can be a fighter and still be
at peace. This is the thing I most need to know now. So this centuries-old devotion has grown with me, or I
with it.
In my mother’s last days, those beads connected us. She did not speak. I’m not sure she knew me.
Alzheimer’s had taken so much of what she was. But when I prayed the rosary at her bedside, her grimace
relaxed. I prayed it aloud every time I was with her, because it was the one thing that seemed to reach some
part of her.
Shortly before she died, a miracle happened. There’s no better word. She spoke to me, calling me by
name. This woman, who had been bedridden and silent for a year, was smiling and animated. She told me
about visiting a magnificent church where everyone was clean and polite—two qualities my mother valued
above all others. Mom only peeked into the church from an outer room, she said, where she’d been talking
with Great-Aunt Mae, a woman dead 20 years.
“Would you like to go inside?” I asked.“Yes, but you can’t come,” she answered sadly. “You’ve got to
take care of Charlie [my son].” “Someday,” I told her. “You go now, if you’re ready. And I’ll see you when
my work is done.” She mumbled, “Mary, Mary, Mary, grace, grace, grace,” as I prayed. After a while, she
handed me her rosary. “You give these to somebody who needs them. In my church, we don’t need them,”
she said.
Then she grabbed my hand and said, “You’re a good girl. You’re praying all the time. In my church, we
hear your prayers.” It was the last thing she said to me, though her body hung on for another month. I never
did give her rosary beads away, because I can’t imagine anyone needing them more than I do.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Adoration

Monday, May 16

Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction
Every First
Friday

Tuesday, May 17

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday
in Parsons

Easter Weekday
7:30am (T) Josephine Mosco †
Easter Weekday
5:00pm (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †

Wednesday, May 18

St John I, Pope and Martyr (opt)
9:00am (P) Bruce Wilson

Thursday, May 19

Easter Weekday
5:00pm (T) Berkhardt & Laura Lancsa †

Friday, May 20

St Bernardine of Siena, Priest (opt)
5:00pm (T) Lucy Quattro †

Saturday, May 21

St Christopher Magallanes, priest,
and Companions, martyrs (opt)
9:00am (P) Karen Renzelli †
5:00pm (T) Sonny Farrotto (VIGIL)

Sunday, May 22

Sixth Sunday of Easter
9:00am (T) Leo Mckenzie †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

4:00 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Next month:
June 03
4:00 - 5:00pm
in Thomas

“Jesus waits for us in this Sacrament of
love. Let us be generous with our time in
going to meet Him in adoration and in
contemplation that is full of faith and
ready to make reparation for the great
faults and crimes of the world. May our
adoration never cease.”
-Pope John Paul II

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Kathy Kotten (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason,
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker,
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities,
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional
information and reporting methods.

