
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - May 22, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
May 22 - Second Collection for Catholic Relief Services
May 22 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after 11am Mass
May 24 - K of C meeting at 6:00pm in Thomas

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY

St. Thomas:   $2,002.00
Attendance: 5pm - 38;  9am - 34

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,250.00
Attendance: 11am - 58

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
May 15, 2022

CEMETERY CLEANUP
Please remove all flowers and any decorative items from 
on top of or around the grave stones at Mount Calvary 
Cemetery in preparation for Spring grounds upkeep.  
Thank you!

MEMORIAL DAY SECOND COLLECTION

ATTENTION KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

There will be a second collection on Memorial Day 
weekend, May 28 – 29,  for the Mt. Calvary Cemetery Fund.  
Donations will be used to defray the maintenance costs at 
the cemetery.  Special envelopes will be provided.  (Please 
make checks payable to:  Mt Calvary Cemetery Fund.)  

The meeting scheduled for May 17th has been changed to 
Tuesday May 24th at the St. Thomas Center at 6:00pm. 
Please plan on attending as the slate of officers for the new 
year will be presented for your approval.

ATTENTION OLM WOMEN’S GUILD

This second collection provides funding for Catholic 
Relief Services, the USCCB Offices of International Justice 
and Peace, Migration and Refugee Services, and Pastoral 
Care for Migrants and Refugees, relief work of the Holy 
Father, and the Catholic Legal Immigration Network.

The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will have their 
regular monthly meeting TODAY, immediately following 
the 11am Mass in Parsons. All ladies are invited to attend.

DON’T FORGET ABOUT FORMED.ORG

The Rosary Tally for the last 4 weeks is 
shown below.  Thank you for 
persevering in prayer. The Rosary 
remains our strongest weapon.  Please 
use it faithfully, daily, especially for 
reparation for sins committed against 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for 
the consecration of Russia to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all 
those serving in our armed forces.  

Total Rosaries for 4 weeks: 282
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 40,535

Pray the Rosary Daily

Want to be Happy? Rest More. Watch this interesting talk 
on the Chris Stefanick Show on Formed.org. 
Feeling anxious? A little burned-out? Maybe you need to 
rest. When you don’t take time for rest, your life can 
control you and sap your joy. God commanded us to rest, 
for our own good. The thing is, a lot of people think they 
know how to rest, but they’re doing it totally wrong! Rest 
doesn’t mean doing nothing. And rest does not equal 
laziness. So what does REAL rest look like? Go to 
formed.org and find out.



Grace: What It Is and What It Does
     If you took your parish’s catechism classes when you were growing up, you at least remember that there 
are two kinds of grace, sanctifying and actual. That may be all you recall. The names being so similar, you 
might have the impression sanctifying grace is nearly identical to actual grace. Not so.
Sanctifying grace stays in the soul. It’s what makes the soul holy; it gives the soul supernatural life. More 
properly, it is supernatural life.
     Actual grace, by contrast, is a supernatural push or encouragement. It’s transient. It doesn’t live in the 
soul, but acts on the soul from the outside, so to speak. It’s a supernatural kick in the pants. It gets the will 
and intellect moving so we can seek out and keep sanctifying grace.
     In its natural state, your soul isn’t fit for heaven. What you need to live there is supernatural life, not just 
natural life. That supernatural life is called sanctifying grace.
     If sanctifying grace dwells in your soul when you die, then you can live in heaven (though you may need 
to be purified first in purgatory; cf. 1 Cor. 3:12–16). If it doesn’t dwell in your soul when you die—in other 
words, if your soul is spiritually dead by being in the state of mortal sin (Gal. 5:19-21)— you cannot live in 
heaven. You then have to face an eternity of spiritual death: the utter separation of your spirit from God 
(Eph. 2:1, 2:5, 4:18).
Spiritual Suicide: You can obtain supernatural life by yielding to actual graces you receive. God keeps 
giving you these divine pushes, and all you have to do is go along. For instance, he moves you to 
repentance, and if you take the hint you can find yourself in the confessional, where the guilt for your sins 
is remitted (John 20:21–23). Through the sacrament of penance, through your reconciliation to God, you 
receive sanctifying grace. But you can lose it again by sinning mortally (1 John 5:16–17).
     Keep that word in mind: mortal. It means death. Mortal sins are deadly sins because they kill off this 
supernatural life, this sanctifying grace. Mortal sins can’t coexist with the supernatural life, because by their 
nature such sins are saying “No” to God, while sanctifying grace would be saying “Yes.”
     Venial sins don’t destroy supernatural life, and they don’t even lessen it. Mortal sins destroy it outright. 
The trouble with venial sins is that they weaken us, making us more vulnerable to mortal sins.
     When you lose supernatural life, there’s nothing you can do on your own to regain it. You’re reduced to 
the merely natural life again, and no natural act can merit a supernatural reward. You can merit a 
supernatural reward only by being made able to act above your nature, which you can do only if you have 
help—grace.
     To regain supernatural life, you have to receive actual graces from God. Think of these as helping graces. 
Such graces differ from sanctifying grace in that they aren’t a quality of the soul and don’t abide in it. 
Rather, actual graces enable the soul to perform some supernatural act, such as an act of faith or repentance. 
If the soul responds to actual grace and makes the appropriate supernatural act, it again receives 
supernatural life.
Acting on Actual Graces: He sends you an actual grace, say, in the form of a nagging voice that whispers, 
“You need to repent! Go to confession!” You do, your sins are forgiven, you’re reconciled to God, and you 
have supernatural life again (John 20:21–23). Or you say to yourself, “Maybe tomorrow,” and that particular 
supernatural impulse, that actual grace, passes you by. But another is always on the way, God never 
abandoning us to our own stupidity (1 Tim. 2:4).
     Once you have supernatural life, once sanctifying grace is in your soul, you can increase it by every 
supernaturally good action you do: receiving Communion, saying prayers, performing corporal works of 
mercy. Is it worth increasing sanctifying grace once you have it; isn’t the minimum enough? Yes and no. It’s 
enough to get you into heaven, but it may not be enough to sustain itself. The minimum isn’t good enough 
because it’s easy to lose the minimum.
     We must continually seek God’s grace, continually respond to the actual graces God is working within 
us, inclining us to turn to him and do good. (Excerpt taken from Catholic Answers)



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next month: 

June 03
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Thomas

Adoration

“Jesus waits for us in this Sacrament of 
love. Let us be generous with our time in 
going to meet Him in adoration and in 
contemplation that is full of faith and 
ready to make reparation for the great 
faults and crimes of the world. May our 
adoration never cease.” 

-Pope John Paul II

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, 
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, May 23
Easter Weekday
7:30am (T) Diana DiBacco †

Tuesday, May 24
Easter Weekday
5:00pm (T) Mayme & Warren Holbrock † 

Wednesday, May 25
St Bede the Venerable, Priest & Doc of the Church; 
St Gregory VII, Pope, Saint; 
Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi, Virgin (all opt)
9:00am (P) Vince DiBacco †

Thursday, May 26
St Philip Neri, Priest (opt)
5:00pm (T) Chris & Nicole Shaffer

Friday, May 27
St Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop (opt)
5:00pm (T) Michael Fortini †

Saturday, May 28
Easter Weekday
9:00am (P) Stella Shreves †
5:00pm (T) Dianne Baker (VIGIL)

Sunday, May 29
The Ascension of the Lord
9:00am (T) Dimaio Family †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Sixth Sunday of Easter


