
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

PENTECOST SUNDAY - June 05, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
June 05 - Ask Father after 11am Mass in Parsons
June 05 - Twenty-Ten Corp. meeting 2pm

St. Thomas:  $5,203.20
Cemetery Collection: $1,129.30

Ascension: $105.00 
Attendance: 5pm - 85;  9am - 81

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,650.00
Cemetery Collection: $140.00

Ascension: $330.00
Attendance: 11am - 75

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
May 29, 2022

OLM CHURCH CLEANING SIGN UP

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND

TWENTY-TEN CORP. ANNUAL MEETING

Peter’s Pence is the name given to the financial support 
offered by the faithful to the Pope as a sign of their sharing 
in his concern for the many different needs of the 
Universal Church.

Everyone who is a member of Knights of Columbus  
Council 2010 is also a member of the Twenty-Ten Corp.   
The Twenty-Ten Corp. owns and operates the Knights of 
Columbus Park.  The annual meeting will be held at the 
Knights of Columbus Park TODAY Sunday, June 5 at 2pm.  

Come, Holy Ghost, fill the hearts of Thy 
faithful and kindle in them the fire of 
Thy love.
℣. Send forth Thy Spirit and they shall 
be created;
℟. And Thou shall renew the face of the 
earth.
Let us pray: O God, who did instruct the 
hearts of Thy faithful by sending them 
the light of Thy Holy Spirit, grant us, by 
the same Spirit, to have a right judgment 
in all things, and evermore to rejoice in 
His holy comfort. Through Christ our 
Lord.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

FATHER’S DAY CARDS

WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE AND WHY
How well do you REALLY know your faith? 

Classes are held once per month on different topics. Come 
and dive deeper into the things you THOUGHT you knew.  
Join us for the next class on:

ACTUAL GRACE 
Monday, June 13 at 6:30pm in Parsons

Thursday, June 17 after Mass in Thomas

Presenter: Father Smay

BIBLE STUDY ON THE BEATITUDES
Monday evenings at Our Lady of Mercy

Thursday evenings at St. Thomas Aquinas
Series begins on June 20th (Parsons)  

& June 23rd (Thomas) and will run for two weeks.

Light food will be provided during Bible    
studies. Bring your Bible!

Do you have a little extra time on your hands? OLM 
Church needs volunteers to clean. If you are interested in 
helping please sign up in the back of the Church.

If you would like to remember living or deceased fathers 
on Father’s Day, cards can be found in the back of both 
churches for a suggested donation of $2.  It is only 
requested that a donation be left if a card is taken!

PRO-LIFE CORNER
To me, birth control and abortion are 

genocide.  I say, make room for children, 
don’t do away with them.

~Servant of God Dorothy Day



Demography is Destiny, Part II
by Father Smay

     Last week in Part I of this column we looked at four basic points:
     - The demographics of this parish leave us with two options: change or die.
     - The only thing we can change is ourselves.
     - Catholics were viewed with suspicion and discriminated against especially in the first 150 or 200 

years of the United States.
     - This resulted in a Catholic culture in the United States that largely considered being Catholic a 

private matter, something to be kept to oneself lest one’s being Catholic draw discrimination.
The question remains: what about ourselves, do we need to change?  The kind of changes that we need to 
make in our own attitudes and behavior are twofold.  There is the vertical: the reality of our relationship 
with God and, connected to this relationship, other spiritual realities like grace, angels and demons etc.  
And there is the horizontal: our relationship with other humans.
     The spiritual can and must take precedence.  This is not just a kind of pietistic thought or sentiment.  
Saint Thérèse of Lisieux (frequently simply called “the Little Flower”) was a Carmelite nun who lived in a 
cloister and did not leave those walls.  Yet the Church, in her wisdom, made her the patron Saint of 
missionaries.  Why make a woman who lived in a cloister and never once went out to preach the Gospel and 
convert people the patron saint of missionaries who go out to preach the Gospel and convert people?  
Simply because it was by her penances and prayers that so many were converted.
     This spiritual renewal must first of all be centered on our Lord in the Holy Eucharist and especially on 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  The Second Vatican Council says that the Mass “is the source and summit 
of the whole Christian life.”  Commenting on this passage, Tom Nash explains that it is “the source, because 
the Eucharist enables us to make present and offer anew Jesus Christ’s one redemptive Sacrifice of Calvary, 
which began with his Passion (CCC 1362-68; 1341).  It’s the summit, because the Eucharist is truly a foretaste 
of heaven, in which we partake of Jesus’ body and blood as heaven and earth become most profoundly 
one.”  Therefore we must keep in mind that the unambiguous goal of any efforts to grow our churches is to 
bring people to a full and active participation in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
     On the subject of the Mass, there are two areas that stick out to me as places where we might change.  In 
the first place, I wish to recall that we are obliged to attend Mass every Sunday and every Holy Day of 
Obligation.  This obligation admits of certain exceptions, for example if we are sick, if we are caring for the 
sick, or if we are engaged in some other urgent work of charity.  To skip Mass on a Sunday or Holy Day of 
Obligation is a mortal sin which requires sacramental confession and absolution before one may receive 
Holy Communion; to receive Communion without first making a good confession is to commit a sacrilege.  
If we are not fulfilling this obligation, this needs to change immediately.  In addition to simply attending 
Mass when we are so required, it is also highly praiseworthy to attend Mass during the week.  In Tucker 
County, this may be difficult or even impossible for those who work.  Yet, there are also many who are 
retired and, with a little effort, could attend Mass once or twice during the week.  To do so would most 
certainly be pleasing to our Lord and, if we do this for the intention of renewing and growing our churches, 
this would go a long way to meriting grace and mercy for the conversion of souls in Tucker County.  Are we 
willing to make these changes to ourselves, to be a bit inconvenienced for the salvation of others?
     In the second place, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass should manifest clearly that we are worshipping God, 
that at Mass we are talking to God (not to our neighbor), and that this worship transcends the natural world.  
The reverence at Mass here is already noticeable and striking.  One legitimate adjustment in order to more 
fully communicate a sense of the transcendent during Mass is if the priest were to assume a posture where 
he stands with the people facing God when offering Mass to God for the people.  This simple change is 
common sense as it is generally considered rude to turn our backs to the person we are talking to.

To be continued next week...



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next month: 

July 01
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Thomas

Adoration

"Let us never forget that an age 
prospers or dwindles in proportion to 
its devotion to the Holy Eucharist. 
This is the measure of its spiritual life 
and its faith, of its charity and its 
virtue." 
      ~ Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, 
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

N.b. this week Fr. Smay will be on the retreat 
which the Diocese obliges him to attend every 

three years.  
Monday, June 6
The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church (obl)
7:30am (T) Robert Nichols †

Tuesday, June 7
Weekday
No Mass - Robert Defraia †
(Father will take this Mass with him) 

Wednesday, June 8
Weekday
No Mass

Thursday, June 9
St. Ephrem the Syrian, Deacon & Doc of the Church (opt)
No Mass

Friday, June 10
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Fr. Charles Carroll † 

Saturday, June 11
St. Barnabas, Apostle (obl)
9:00am (P) Stella Shreves †
5:00pm (T) Vince DiBacco † (VIGIL)

Sunday, June 12
The Most Holy Trinity
9:00am (T) Don Woods †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Pentecost Sunday


