
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - June 26, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
June 26 - Consecration of the Parish during Sunday Masses
June 27 - Bible Study on the Beatitudes in Parsons
June 28 - Bocce at the Knights of Columbus Park at 6pm
June 29 - Old Latin Mass at 5pm in Thomas
June 30 - Bible Study on the Beatitudes in Thomas
July 01 - First Friday: adoration and Mass in Thomas

St. Thomas:  $1,785.00
Attendance: 5pm - 51;  9am - 62

Our Lady of Mercy:  $735.00
Attendance: 11am - 59

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
JUNE 19, 2022

CONSECRATION OF THE PARISH

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS PARK

Monday evenings at Our Lady of Mercy
Thursday evenings at St. Thomas Aquinas

Series concludes on June 27th (Parsons)
& June 30th (Thomas)

Light food will be provided during 
the Bible studies. Bring your Bible!

Recommended reading: Matthew 5:1-12;
Luke 11:27-28; Luke 1:45-29; and Psalm 73.

This weekend, June 25 and 26, we will 
consecrate both St. Thomas Aquinas and Our 
Lady of Mercy to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary at the end of 
the Masses.

My God, I firmly believe that Thou art 
one God in Three Divine Persons, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.  I believe that Thy 
Divine Son became man, and died for our 
sins, and that He will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  I believe these and 
all the truths which the Holy Catholic 
Church teaches, because Thou hast 
revealed them, Who canst neither deceive 
nor be deceived. Book an event for the Park: Reunions, Picnics, Small 

Weddings, and Meetings. Clean Facilities and plenty of 
open dates for the summer and fall.
Contact the Parish office at 304-463-4488 or Jerry Flanagan 
at 304-614-2703 or 304-463-4126.

THE BONES OF SAINT PETER
Join Father on Wednesday, June 29th, the eve of the 4th 
anniversary of his priestly ordination and the Feast of 
Saints Peter and Paul, for the celebration of the old Latin 
Mass in Thomas at 5pm (i.e. according to the 1962 Roman 
Missal).  The readings will be in English.
After Mass, there will be a presenation on the “city of the 
dead” beneth Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome and the story 
of the bones of Saint Peter.  Light food will be provided.
All are welcome!

BIBLE STUDY ON THE BEATITUDES

Did you know?  The first person to earn a Ph.D. in 
computer science in the United States was Sister Mary 
Kenneth Keller, a Sister of Charity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.

CATHOLIC TRIVIA

An Act of Faith



Why does the priest wear vestments at Mass?
What are the vestments called? What do they signify?

The text is an excerpt from Questions by Catholics Answered (1946) by Fr. Herbst, S.D.S. pp. 364-366
     Just as kings and magistrates (the judges of the Supreme Court of the United States, for instance) do 
not wear their common, everyday garments in solemn public functions, but other more striking, more 
distinctive robes, so priests, when offering up the Adorable Sacrifice, wear the sacred sacerdotal 
garments, called vestments.  They have come down to us from Apostolic discipline and tradition. Thus 
the August Sacrifice is fittingly presented; and by these visible tokens of religion and piety the minds 
of the faithful are raised to the contemplation of the sublime mysteries hidden in this holy oblation.
     During Holy Mass the priest wears six different vestments.

1. The amice, or shoulder-cloth, which is first laid upon the head and then 
upon the neck and shoulders of the priest. It signifies the crown of thorns, 
or, in a moral sense, the “helmet of salvation,” with which the priest arms 
himself against the assaults of the evil spirit.

2. The alb, so called from its color, white; it signifies the white 
robe with which Herod clothed the Savior. It is a symbol of the 
spotless innocence and perfect purity of soul with which the 
priest should approach the altar. Its length also denotes 
perseverance.

3. The cincture, the cord around the waist, signifies the ropes with 
which Jesus was bound. It is a symbol of priestly continence and 
chastity.

4. The maniple, worn on the left arm, signifies the cords with 
which Christ's hands were tied. It is a symbol of sorrow 
and penance, of labor and of good works.  [The Vatican
website notes that the maniple “fell into disuse in the years 
of the post-conciliar reform, even though it was never 
abrogated.”]

5. The stole, suspended from the shoulders and crossed upon 
the breast, signifies the cross placed upon the shoulders of 
the Savior. Being a beautiful vestment, it signifies the 
sweet yoke of the Lord, and obedience. It is fastened with 
the extremities of the cincture, signifying chastity, to denote 
that virtues are all associated with each other.

6. The chasuble, the splendid outer garment, signifies the 
purple robe which Pilate put onto Jesus. It is a symbol of 
holy love and of the yoke of the Lord which the priest 
joyfully bears.

The covering for the head often worn by the priest when approaching 
or leaving the altar at Mass is called the biretta. It is not a strictly 
liturgical vestment, as are the others used at Mass, and is not destined 
for sacred functions only. BIRETTA



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next month: 

July 01
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Thomas

Adoration

"Let us never forget that an age 
prospers or dwindles in proportion to 
its devotion to the Holy Eucharist. 
This is the measure of its spiritual 
life and its faith, of its charity and its 
virtue." 
      ~ St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, 
Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, June 27
St. Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop & Doctor (opt)
No Mass

Tuesday, June 28
St. Irenaeus, Bishop, Martyr, & Doctor (obl)
5:00pm (T) Roseann Eye †

Wednesday, June 29
Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles & Martyrs (sol)
9:00am (P) Pope Benedict XVI
5:00pm (T - Latin) Pope Francis & Bishop Mark Brennan

Thursday, June 30
First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church (opt)
5:00pm (T) Fr. Francis Spillar †

First Friday, July 1
St. Junipero Serra, Priest (opt)
4:00pm (T) ADORATION & BENEDICTION
5:00pm (T) Edith DiBacco †

First Saturday, July 2
Weekday
9:00am (P) Terry & Sue Silk
5:00pm (T) People of the Parish (VIGIL)

Sunday, July 3
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Earl & Mary Moore †
11:00am (P) Tom DiBacco †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time


