
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - July 10, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
July 12 - St. Thomas Women’s meeting after 5pm Mass
July 13 - Bocce ball at the Knight of Columbus Park, 6pm
July 19 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6pm in Thomas

St. Thomas:  $4,176.00
Attendance: 5pm - 94;  9am - 94

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,151.00
Attendance: 11am - 51

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
JULY 03, 2022

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS PARK

Sunday, July 24th, 4-7pm
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Dinner.

Members and friends of St. Thomas and Our Lady of 
Mercy Churches are invited to come together to celebrate 
our Parish in fellowship and appreciation of Fr. Smay’s one 
year anniversary serving the needs of our Parish. 
Make it a family evening event.
Location: St. Thomas Parish Hall
Time: 4-5pm refreshments

Dinner served at 5pm
Please sign the attendance list, located in both churches by 
July 17th so that we will have a good idea of the amount of 
food needed.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Sponsored by:
St. Thomas Women’s Organization
Our Lady of Mercy Ladies’ Guild
Knights of Columbus, Council 2010

Jesus Christ, my God, I adore you and I 
thank you for the many favours you have 
bestowed on me this day

I offer you my sleep and all the moments 
of this night, and I pray that you preserve 
me from sin. Therefore, I place myself in 
your most sacred side, and under the 
mantle of our Blessed Lady, my Mother. 
May the holy Angels assist me and keep 
me in peace, and may your blessing be 
upon me. Amen.

~St. Alphonsus Liguori

Book an event for the Park: Reunions, Picnics, Small 
Weddings, and Meetings. Clean facilities and plenty of 
open dates for the summer and fall.
Contact the Parish office at 304-463-4488 or Jerry Flanagan 
at 304-614-2703 or 304-463-4126.

SAVE THE DATE: PARISH DINNER

Thank you for persevering in prayer. The Rosary remains 
our strongest weapon.  Please use it faithfully, daily, 
especially for reparation for sins committed against the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the consecration of 
Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those 
serving in our armed forces.

Total Rosaries for 7 weeks: 926
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 41,461

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

PRAYER GROUP
Many of us have family and friends who are not practicing 
the Catholic Faith.  If you are interested in joining a group 
that will pray in an intentional way for the conversion of 
loved ones and the conversion of souls in Tucker County, 
please sign up in the back of the church.  There will be an 
informational meeting soon.  No commitment!

Prayer to end the day



Excerpts from Questions by Catholics Answered
by Fr. Herbst, S.D.S. pp. 490-492

Where in the Bible does it say that there is a Purgatory? 
As far as we can see it only speaks of a Heaven or Hell. Please give us references in the Bible.

     Catholics are bound to believe that “there is a purgatory and that the souls detained therein are helped by 
the suffrages of the faithful, but principally by the acceptable Sacrifice of the Altar.” (Council of Trent, 
Session 25, On Purgatory.)  This doctrine of the Church is also the doctrine of Holy Scripture and of 
Tradition.  You ask for the Scripture texts.
     We will mention but two such passages. In the Second Book of Machabees, Chapter 12, Verses 43-46, we 
read: “Judas making a gathering sent twelve thousand drachmas of silver to Jerusalem for sacrifice to be 
offered for sins of the dead, thinking well and religiously concerning the resurrection. (For if he had not 
hoped that they that were slain should rise again, it would have seemed superfluous and vain to pray for 
the dead.)  And because he considered that they who had fallen asleep with godliness, had great grace laid 
up for them.  It is, therefore, a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed 
from sins.”
     And St. Paul in the first Epistle to the Corinthians, Chapter 3, Verses 14-15, says: “If any man’s work 
abide, which he has built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work burn, he shall suffer loss; 
but he himself shall be saved, yet so as by fire.”

If a person dies, does that soul see what goes on on earth? It has been said that if we pray for a soul,
it in turn prays for us. How do they know we are praying for them and who is praying for them?

     We answer the last part of your question first. They know it in God's way and as God lets them know. 
And in the same way do the souls in purgatory know what is going on on earth.  
     It is of faith that we can help the souls in purgatory by our prayers and good works and especially by the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass; and we may piously believe that they can pray for us, though they can in no way 
help themselves.
     However, of the other life we know few particulars, so to express it. God finds it well for us not to know 
them. We know all we need to know; and if we live accordingly we shall one day be blissfully surprised.

Is it right to sprinkle holy water for the souls in purgatory, morning and night?
     Holy water is a sacramental of the Church. It might be well to recall that a sacramental is anything set 
apart or blessed by the Church to excite good thoughts and to increase devotion, and through these 
movements of the heart to confer grace and to remit venial sin.  The priest blesses holy water with prayers 
that are strikingly beautiful and solemn. Its devout use brings down upon us God’s blessings. But 
especially does it protect us from the powers of darkness, the powers of hell—from the devil.  No Catholic 
family should be without holy water fonts and holy water. And it should be frequently used.
     “I have often found by experience," says St. Teresa, "that there is nothing from which the devils fly more 
quickly and return not again than from holy water; they fly also from a cross, but they return again 
immediately.  Certainly, the power of holy water must be great; for my part, my soul feels particular comfort 
in taking it, and very generally a refreshment and interior delight which I cannot express and which 
comforts my soul.”
     Yes; it is a beautiful and commendable practice to sprinkle holy water for the souls in purgatory.  We 
sprinkle them with it, as it were; and the prayers of the Church, ascending to heaven, draw down blessings 
upon all who are sprinkled with holy water.  This sacramental may be used, not only for ourselves, but also 
with the intention of procuring blessings for the absent, whether living or dead.  At funerals, for instance, 
we may say that the priest sprinkles the soul of the departed with holy water when he blesses the mortal 
remains.  Use holy water frequently to bless the home and the things of home and the dwellers therein; and 
use it often for the solace of the souls in purgatory.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next month: 

August 5
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

"Let us never forget that an age 
prospers or dwindles in proportion to 
its devotion to the Holy Eucharist. 
This is the measure of its spiritual 
life and its faith, of its charity and its 
virtue." 
      ~ St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, July 11
St. Benedict, Abbot (obl)
No Mass

Tuesday, July 12
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Margaret and Jack Wallace †

Wednesday, July 13
St. Henry (opt)
9:00am (P) Colin Sutton

Thursday, July 14
St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin (obl)
5:00pm (T) Paula Cannon †

Friday, July 15
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Thelma Sheeler †

Saturday, July 16
St. Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor of the Church (opt)
9:00am (P) Fr. Lois Anthony Lacson †
5:00pm (T)  People of the Parish (VIGIL)

Sunday, July 17
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †
11:00am (P) Martha Nichols †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time


