
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - July 24, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
July 24 - Parish Dinner at 4pm in St. Thomas Center
July 27 - Bocce Ball at Knights of Columbus Park at 6pm
Aug 07 - Ask Father after 11am Mass in Parsons

St. Thomas:  $2,542.00
Attendance: 5pm - 38;  9am - 71

Our Lady of Mercy:  $677.21
Attendance: 11am - 54

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
JULY 17, 2022

FORMED.ORG

The Song at the Scaffold, by Gertrud von Le Fort
Monday evenings at Our Lady of Mercy, Aug 8 & 15

Thursday evenings at St. Thomas Aquinas, Aug 11 & 18
Profound in spiritual insight, this novella takes its 
inspiration from the Carmelite Martyrs of Compiègne, who 
were guillotined during the French Revolution in July, 
1794. Copies are available from the parish at $12 each. If 
you would like one, please sign up at the back of the 
church and leave payment in the envelope provided. 
Readers with various levels of experience in literature are 
welcome. A free reading guide is also available.

Jesus Christ, my God, I adore you and I 
thank you for the many favours you have 
bestowed on me this day

I offer you my sleep and all the moments 
of this night, and I pray that you preserve 
me from sin. Therefore, I place myself in 
your most sacred side, and under the 
mantle of our Blessed Lady, my Mother. 
May the holy Angels assist me and keep 
me in peace, and may your blessing be 
upon me. Amen.

~St. Alphonsus Liguori

Don’t forget about formed.org.  If you have not signed up 
yet just go to the former.org website then enter our church 
name, city, and state. You will then enjoy a FREE, but high 
quality, streaming platform of religious learning recourses 
that can be used at home or on the go.

SUMMER BOOK CLUB

WVU SEASON TICKET RAFFLE
The Knights of Columbus are raffling 2 pairs of WVU 
season tickets to be given away.  The drawing will be 
before the first home game.  Tickets can be found in the 
back of both churches for a donation of $5.  Please give 
money and tickets to a Knight, no later than August 15th.

Prayer to end the dayCATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL
Thanks to all of you who have already given to the Catholic 
Sharing Appeal. If you haven’t made a gift yet, it’s not too 
late! You can visit the CSA website, dwc.org/csa.

St. Thomas Aquinas Church:  $3,989 pledged
                      (Goal: $14,500) 28% of goal met

Our Lady of Mercy Church:  $1,425 pledged
                        (Goal: $5,420) 26% of goal met

Mark your calendars for our annual parish picnic on 
Sunday, August 14th at 1:00pm at the Knights of Columbus 
Park! We will begin with our usual procession in honor of 
Our Blessed Mother and her feast of the Assumption. Then 
we will have a delicious variety of foods with the Knights 
of Columbus providing their signature hamburgers, 
hotdogs, etc. and beverages for all.

ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC



I have been told by some learned man that the expression “Damn it” is no sin at all. Is this true?
excerpt from Questions by Catholics Answered by Fr. Herbst, S.D.S. pp. 601-603

     There is such a thing as profane language, as distinguished from cursing properly so called. With most 
people such words as “damn,” “hell” are considered profane language; but, excluding the intention of 
shocking the sensibilities of a well-bred neighbor, there is no particular sin in using such words, excepting 
the sin of possible scandal or of disobedience to parents and other superiors who have forbidden their use. 
However, no Christian gentleman will use such expressions, and for a lady to use them is positively 
disgusting.
     Now, the Second Commandment is broken by blasphemy, cursing and swearing, profanity, the 
irreverent use of the Name of God or other sacred names, perjury, and the violation of an oath or a vow.
     Blasphemy is an injurious utterance against God or sacred persons, places, or things, for example, “God is 
cruel and unjust!”  Of itself it is a mortal sin; but it often happens that people do not mean what they say 
when they utter such words and are not really angry at God and hence are hardly guilty of a mortal sin 
under the circumstances.  But they do not thereby lighten their troubles….
     Cursing and swearing mean, in common parlance, the abuse of God’s Name in any way, often simply 
called profanity, though to curse, in the strict theological sense, means to wish some one evil. If a curse is 
meant and the evil wished another is great and serious, it is a mortal sin against charity. Take, for instance, 
that so sadly frequent American curse, “God damn you!”  Think of what that means: “May God consign you 
to hell for all eternity!”  People ordinarily do not mean that. Hence it is then not in itself a mortal sin, 
though it may be a mortal sin of scandal. But it certainly is a serious venial sin.
     Vulgar expressions, like “darn it,” “the darned thing,” “by gosh,” “by golly,” “ye gods,” “the dickens,” 
“the deuce,” etc., are not exactly nice words to say, being perhaps reminiscent of certain forms of profanity, 
but they are not curse words and are not sinful. To say "O hell," or “the devil,” or even “damn it,” without 
any particular reference, are not curse words either, just inelegant, unbecoming, vulgar expressions. But “Go 
to hell!” or “Go to the devil!” if meant, are real curses.
     The abuse of the Holy Name by saying “Jesus,” “God,” “God damn,” etc., is a venial sin, unless such use 
in anger against God partakes of the nature of blasphemy or contempt of God. But it is an irreverence at 
which all Catholics ought to be shocked, of which everyone ought to be thoroughly ashamed. Of all the 
countries of the world the United States of America takes the lead for ordinary cursing and swearing. There 
may be more horrid blasphemy in other countries, but for the abuse of God's Holy Name in a common, 
vulgar, thoughtless way, American people seem to be first, as in so many other things.  The Holy Name 
Society is doing much to stem the tide of this godless habit. If there were more love for Jesus, there would 
be more reverence for His sacred and adorable Name. Some of our Catholics might well blush at the 
thought of their little love.
     Perjury, to swear falsely, or to take a false oath is of itself always a mortal sin. When we call upon God to 
witness what we say, what we are saying must be, as far as we know, the truth. Otherwise we make of God 
a liar. Frivolously to swear to the truth where there is no sufficient reason for it is a venial sin. To break a 
promise made under oath in good faith is a mortal sin in a matter of great importance. If it is only slight 
affair, it is venial sin.
     A vow is a definite promise made to God by which one binds himself under pain of sin to do something 
that is pleasing to Him. If one has not the intention of binding himself in conscience, it is not a vow but a 
resolution. If the vow refers to something of importance and the one making it did not specify otherwise, it 
is a mortal sin to break it; if it involves some light matter, it binds under venial sin. Vows must, of course, 
be kept. They should never be thoughtlessly, hastily made in the first place, and never without first getting 
the consent of one's confessor or spiritual director. If it is impossible or very difficult to keep the vow the 
person in question should ask the confessor in the next confession for a dispensation or commutation into 
some other good work.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next month: 

August 5
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

"Let us never forget that an age 
prospers or dwindles in proportion to 
its devotion to the Holy Eucharist. 
This is the measure of its spiritual 
life and its faith, of its charity and its 
virtue." 
      ~ St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, July 25
St. James, Apostle (feast)
7:30am (T) Josephine Mosco †

Tuesday, July 26
Sts. Joachim and Anne, Parents of the BVM (obl)
5:00pm (T) Maximilian Smay

Wednesday, July 27
Weekday
9:00am (P) Mary Suder †

Thursday, July 28
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Jennifer Lanthaler †

Friday, July 29
St. Martha (obl)
5:00pm (T) Edith DiBacco †

Saturday, July 30
St. Peter Chryslogus, Bishop & Doctor (opt)
9:00am (P) Jonathan Mann
5:00pm (T) Gene Randolph † (VIGIL)

Sunday, July 31
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Thelma Sheeler †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time


