
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - July 31, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Aug 01 - old Latin Mass at 6pm in Thomas
Aug 03 - Bocce Ball at Knights of Columbus Park at 6pm
Aug 07 - Ask Father after 11am Mass in Parsons

St. Thomas:  $2,263.00
Attendance: 5pm - 48;  9am - 55

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,315.00
Attendance: 11am - 50

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
JULY 24, 2022

THANK YOU!

The Song at the Scaffold, by Gertrud von Le Fort
Monday evenings at Our Lady of Mercy, Aug 8 & 15

Thursday evenings at St. Thomas Aquinas, Aug 11 & 18
This novella takes its inspiration from the Carmelite 
Martyrs of Compiègne, who were guillotined during the 
French Revolution. Copies are available from the parish at 
$12 each. If you would like one, please sign up at the back 
of the church and leave payment in the envelope provided. 
Readers with various levels of experience in literature are 
welcome. A free reading guide is also available.  For the 
first meeting, please read chapter 1 through 6, inclusive.

A BIG “thank you” to all those who helped out with the 
parish dinner last Sunday!  It took a good bit of work to 
put it on.  Thank you also to those who showed kindness 
to me and to each other during the dinner.  I hope that it 
was a community building event.

SUMMER BOOK CLUB

WVU SEASON TICKET RAFFLE
The Knights of Columbus are raffling 2 pairs of WVU 
season tickets.  The drawing will be before the first home 
game.  Tickets can be found in the back of both churches 
for a donation of $5.  Please give money and tickets to a 
Knight, no later than August 15th.

Mark your calendars for our annual parish picnic on 
Sunday, August 14th at 1:00pm at the Knights of Columbus 
Park! We will begin with our usual procession in honor of 
Our Blessed Mother and her feast of the Assumption. Then 
we will have a delicious variety of foods with the Knights 
of Columbus providing their signature hamburgers, 
hotdogs, etc. and beverages for all.

ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC

St. Thomas:  $2,542.00
Attendance: 5pm - 38;  9am - 71

Our Lady of Mercy:  $677.21
Attendance: 11am - 54

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
JULY 17, 2022

Last week’s bulletin (July 24) was littered 
with errors.  Among them, the collection 
for the weekend of July 17 was listed as 

$0 for Thomas and 21¢ for Parsons.  Sorry!  
The attendence numbers were correct.  

Below you will find the correct amounts.  
Thank you for your generosity!

OLD LATIN MASS
We will be having the old Latin Mass (Law Mass) this 
Monday evening at 6pm.  As per usual, the readings will 
be in English and the red books will be available so that 
you can follow along.  All are welcome!



Scapular of our Lady of Mount Carmel
     During last week’s homily, I mentioned a number of different devotions that are good and useful for 
making ourselves familiar with God and the things of heaven.  One of them is the Brown Scapular or the 
Scapular of our Lady of Mount Carmel.  Among some Catholics, there is a bit of what can only be termed 
superstition surrounding the Brown Scapular.  I was going to clarify the benefits of the Scapular, but our 
trusty friend, Fr. Herbst in his book Questions by Catholics Answered has already done the work.  Therefore, 
rather than reinventing the wheel, I will simply give you below two excerpts from that book, the first form 
pp. 261-262 and the second from pp. 522-523.  On a related note, if anyone desires to be enrolled in the 
Confraternity of the Scapular, I would be more than happy to do so!

How true is it that by abstaining from eating meat on every Wednesday, 
Friday, and Saturday, a person can escape purgatory and go directly to heaven?

     There is no truth in it. However, the somewhat strange assertion suggested by the question may have 
“the first Saturday” as a foundation; it may be a distortion of that promise. The Blessed Virgin promised 
Pope John XXII “that she would rescue from purgatory as speedily as possible, and especially on the first 
Saturday after their decease, the members of the Confraternity of the Scapular,” that is, those who have 
been properly enrolled in and who wear the scapular (or blessed scapular medal) of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. 
But to obtain the privilege of “the first Saturday,” according to the “Bulla Sabbatina,” it is requisite that you 
should practice the virtue of chastity according to your state, and recite every day the Little Office of the 
Blessed Virgin, if not bound to the Divine Office. Those who cannot read must abstain on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, unless the rule be dispensed with, or commuted for other works of piety by a duly qualified 
superior. We have an inkling that the words we have italicized above have in some way given rise to your 
question.
     What, then, are the more ordinary advantages to be derived from wearing the scapular? They are 
enumerated in these words that Our Lady addressed to Blessed Simon Stock when she gave him the 
scapular, July 16, 1251: “Receive, my dear son, this scapular of your order, in token of the privilege which I 
have obtained for you and for the children of Carmel; he who at his death shall be found clothed in this 
habit shall be preserved from eternal flames: it is a sign of salvation, a safeguard in time of danger, and a 
pledge of special protection.”
     The learned and illustrious Pontiff, Benedict XIV, in his Treatise on the Feasts of the Blessed Virgin, 
declares that he fully believes in the vision of Blessed Simon as well as in the above-mentioned revelation 
to Pope John XXII, made half a century later.

It is said that one who dies wearing the Scapular will not go to hell. 
Does this hold also if I put one on a sinful man shortly before he dies?

     The Blessed Virgin appeared to St. Simon Stock, the sixth General of the Carmelites, in 1251, at 
Cambridge, England, and said: “Whosoever shall die clothed in this Habit shall not suffer the eternal fires.” 
Thus was the great promise concerning the Scapular given. 
     At first sight this promise is unconditional; but theologians hold that it must not be interpreted too 
unconditionally. This is a revelation promising a special favor: and we may believe that all such promises 
are conditional. Speaking of this revelation, Benedict XIV says: “She does not say that those who have worn 
the Scapular will be preserved from eternal fire by this means alone, without having done anything else. 
Good works and perseverance in welldoing are necessary to eternal salvation” (De festis, Part II, No. 96).
     It is true that very great graces are attached to the wearing of the Scapular, and that we thereby create a 
kind of right to the special protection of the Queen of Heaven. But it is for granted. Pope Benedict XIV 
points out, with Cardinal Bellarmine (now St. Robert Bellarmine, Doctor of the Church), that Holy Scripture 
sometimes promises salvation in connection with practices that cannot suffice by themselves, such as faith, 
hope, almsgiving, Holy Communion. Other conditions are presupposed.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next month: 

August 5
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

"Let us never forget that an age 
prospers or dwindles in proportion to 
its devotion to the Holy Eucharist. 
This is the measure of its spiritual 
life and its faith, of its charity and its 
virtue." 
      ~ St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Aug 01
St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop & Doctor (obl)
7:30am (T) Anthony Falcone †
6:00pm (T - old Latin Mass) Anthony Allen Viola †

Tuesday, Aug 02
St. Eusebius of Vercelli, Bishop (opt)
St. Peter Julian Eymard, Priest (opt)
5:00pm (T) Robert Wheeler

Wednesday, Aug 03
Weekday
9:00am (P) Vina Nolin †

Thursday, Aug 04
St. John Vianney, Priest (obl)
5:00pm (T) Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Cocco †

First Friday, Aug 05
The Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major (opt)
4:00pm (P) ADORATION AND BENEDICTION
5:00pm (P) Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Castaldo †

First Saturday, Aug 06
The Transfiguration of the Lord (feast)
9:00am (P) Most Rev. Mark Brennan
5:00pm (T) Barbara Saboites † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Aug 07
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Joseph & Mary Deegan †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time


