
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - August 14, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Aug 14 - Second Collection: Catholic Charities recovery efforts
Aug 14 - Parish Picnic at 1pm at Knights of Columbus Park
Aug 15 - Old Latin Mass at 6:00pm in Parsons
Aug 15 - Book Club in Parsons at 6:30pm
Aug 16 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6pm in Parsons
Aug 17 - Bocce Ball at Knights of Columbus Park at 6pm
Aug 18 - Book Club in Thomas after the 5pm Mass
Aug 21 - Second Collection: education of DWC seminarians

St. Thomas:  $2,927.46
Attendance: 5pm - 54;  9am - 57

Our Lady of Mercy:  $890.00
Attendance: 11am - 45

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Aug 07, 2022

SPECIAL COLLECTION TODAY

The Song at the Scaffold, by Gertrud von Le Fort
Monday evening at Our Lady of Mercy Aug 15

Thursday evening at St. Thomas Aquinas Aug 18
Profound in spiritual insight, this novella takes its 
inspiration from the Carmelite Martyrs of Compiègne, who 
were guillotined during the French Revolution in July 
1794.  Readers with various levels of experience in 
literature are welcome. A free reading guide is also 
available in the back of the churches.  For the second 
meeting, please read from chapter 7 until the end.

Bishop Brennan has approved a special collection this 
weekend, Aug 13-14.  The money collected will support the 
recovery efforts of Catholic Charities and their partner 
agencies who are helping those affected after severe storms 
devastated portions of southern West Virginia and eastern 
Kentucky in July.  Thank you for your generosity!

BOOK CLUB

WVU SEASON TICKET RAFFLE
The Knights of Columbus are raffling 2 pairs of WVU 
season tickets.  The drawing will be before the first home 
game.  Tickets can be found in the back of both churches 
for a donation of $5.  Please give money and tickets to a 
Knight, no later than tomorrow August 15th.

The annual parish picnic is today, August 14th at 1:00pm at 
the Knights of Columbus Park!  We will begin with our 
usual procession in honor of Our Blessed Mother and her 
feast of the Assumption.  Then we will have a variety of 
foods with the Knights of Columbus providing their 
signature hamburgers, hotdogs, etc. and beverages.

ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEK
There will be a second collection next weekend which will 
help defray the cost of educating men in the seminary who 
are discerning a call to the priesthood in our Diocese.

My God, I love Thee above all things, and 
in all things, with my whole soul, because 
Thou art worthy of all love!
~St. Alphonsus Liguori

Short Act of Charity

Because the Feast of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, August 15th, is 
on a Monday this year, it is not a holy day 
of obligation.  It is still praiseworthy to 
attend Mass that day in honor of our 
Blessed Mother and the privileges which 
were bestowed upon her.  There will be 
the usual 7:30am Mass in Thomas 
tomorrow as well as the old Latin Mass 
(Low Mass) at 6:00pm in Parsons.

Masses on the Assumption



Please explain what is meant by the Gregorian Masses.
excerpt from Questions by Catholics Answered by Fr. Herbst, S.D.S. pp. 601-603

     The Gregorian Masses are a series of thirty Masses celebrated without interruption of days for the soul of 
one specified dead person.  From this it follows that these Masses cannot be said for the living, though the 
living may arrange to have the Gregorian Masses said for themselves after their death.  It also follows that 
these Masses must be said for one specified dead person, not for two or more.
     The name of St. Gregory the Great became attached to this practice in the following way.  At the death of 
one of his monks, who was named Justus, he requested another monk, named Pretiosus, to say thirty 
Masses in succession for the dead man.  At the end of thirty days, Justus appeared to one of his brothers in 
religion and told him that he was delivered from the flames of Purgatory.  “The religious,” said St. Gregory, 
“remarked that this deliverance took place on the day when the thirtieth Mass was celebrated.”
     Such is the origin of the Gregorian Masses.  No indulgence is attached to the Gregorian Masses as such.  
The faithful who ask to have them said feel confident that these Masses, either by the repetition of the 
expiatory power of the Holy Sacrifice, or through the intercession of St. Gregory, have a special efficacy to 
secure the immediate deliverance of a soul from Purgatory.
     The Church does not condemn this belief, and the Congregation of Indulgences (March 11, 1884) has 
declared “pious and reasonable” this confidence of the faithful. However, this declaration does not, of 
course, justify the considering of the Gregorian Masses as an infallible means of freeing the soul.  Good 
Catholics will avoid all such exaggeration.
     The Gregorian Masses are ordinary Masses, without any special commemoration of St. Gregory.  The 
Requiem Mass is not at all obligatory, but is fitting, on days when it is permitted.  Nor is it required that the 
Masses be said at the same altar.
     The special nature of the Gregorian series demands that the Masses shall be celebrated in thirty days, 
without interruption and on thirty different days (one Mass each day) whether by the same priest or by 
different priests.  Hence a priest cannot say more than one of the Gregorian Masses on the same day; nor can 
he, on Christmas, say two or three Masses of the Gregorian series.  However, during the last three days of 
Holy Week, the series may be interrupted, provided that it is resumed on Easter Sunday.
     The stipend is either the usual stipend for each Mass or a special compensation is given in the form of a 
larger stipend, due to the fact that the binding obligation of the Gregorian series entails considerable 
inconvenience.  In this matter, the diocesan regulations of the respective locality are to be duly observed.
     The above is a reliable summary of all the practical information available on the Gregorian Masses.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next month: 
September 2
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Thomas

Adoration

“Eucharistic adorers share Mary’s life and 
mission of prayer at the foot of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. It is the most beautiful 
of all missions, and it is without danger.  It 
is also the most sacred, for it is the exercise 
of all the virtues.  It is the most necessary 
for the Church, which has more need of 
souls of prayer than of preachers, of me of 
penance than of men of eloquence.” 
      ~ St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Aug 15
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (solemnity)
7:30am (T) Sr. Mary Joseph of Jesus of Nazareth
6:00pm (P - old Latin Mass) Leonard & Rose Usnik †

Tuesday, Aug 16
St. Stephen of Hungary (opt)
5:00pm (T) Herman Myer †

Wednesday, Aug 17
Weekday
9:00am (P) Jennifer Lanthaler †

Thursday, Aug 18
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Gene Randolph †

Friday, Aug 19
St. John Eudes, Priest (opt)
5:00pm (T) Don Woods †

Saturday, Aug 20
St. Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the Church (opt)
9:00am (P) Joan Lipscomb †
5:00pm (T) Pamela Palmer † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Aug 21
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Rachel Gregg †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time


