
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - August 21, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Aug 21 - Second Collection: education of DWC seminarians
Aug 24 - Bocce Ball at the Knights of Columbus Park at 6pm

St. Thomas:  $1,453.00
Disaster relief second collection: $498.27

Attendance: 5pm - 42;  9am - 42
Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,013.00

Disaster relief seond collection: $506.00
Attendance: 11am - 52

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Aug 14, 2022

Those of you who signed up for the informational meeting 
on the prayer group for the conversion of lapsed Catholics 
and non-Catholics: there will be three informational 
meetings: 
     • After the 5pm Mass on Saturday, August 27 in Thomas
     • After the 11am Mass on Sunday, August 28 in Parsons
     • After the 5pm Mass on Tuesday, August 30 in Thomas
All are welcome! 

INFORMATIONAL MEETING

A big THANK YOU to all those who helped with the 
parish picnic last Sunday!  A special thank you to the 
Knights of Columbus for covering the cost of the picnic.  
God reward you!

THANK YOU

SECOND COLLECTION
There is a second collection this weekend which will help 
defray the cost of educating men in the seminary who are 
discerning a call to the priesthood in our Diocese.

Thank you for persevering in prayer. The Rosary remains 
our strongest weapon.  Please use it faithfully, daily, 
especially for reparation for sins committed against the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the consecration of 
Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those 
serving in our armed forces.

Total Rosaries for 6 weeks: 718
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 42,179

It is edifying to see how seriously many of you take the 
Rosary.  As Sister Lucia, one of the three children who saw 
the Blessed Mother at Fátima, said, “There is no problem, I 
tell you, no matter how difficult it is, that we cannot solve 
by the prayer of the Rosary.”  To those who do not or 
seldom pray the Rosary, I beg you to take up the Rosary 
daily - the world is in great need of your prayers!

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

FORMED.ORG
Don’t forget about formed.org.  If you have not signed up 
yet just go to the formed.org website, then enter our church 
name, city, and state. You will then enjoy a FREE, but high 
quality, streaming platform of religious learning recourses 
that can be used at home or on the go.

O Jesus, deign to take me into Your 
Sacred Heart. Grant that It may be the 
sanctuary where I may be recollected, 

sheltered, and find my rest.

My God, I love Thee above all things, and 
in all things, with my whole soul, because 
Thou art worthy of all love!
~St. Alphonsus Liguori

Short Act of Charity



From a sermon by Saint Augustine
He who perseveres to the end will be saved

     Whenever we suffer some distress or tribulation, there we find warning and correction for ourselves. Our 
holy scriptures themselves do not promise us peace, security and repose, but tribulations and distress; the 
gospel is not silent about scandals; but he who perseveres to the end will be saved (Matthew 10:22).  What 
good has this life of ours ever been, from the time of the first man, from when he deserved death and 
received the curse, that curse from which Christ our Lord delivered us?
     So we must not complain, brothers, as some of them complained, as the apostle says, and perished from the 
serpents (1 Corinthians 10:10).  What fresh sort of suffering, brothers, does the human race now endure that 
our fathers did not undergo?  Or when do we endure the kind of sufferings which we know they endured? 
Yet you find men complaining about the times they live in, saying that the times of our parents were good. 
What if they could be taken back to the times of their parents, and should then complain?  The past times 
that you think were good, are good because they are not yours here and now.
     If you have now been delivered from the curse, if you have now believed in the Son of God; if you are 
now well versed or trained in sacred scripture, I am surprised that you should reckon Adam to have had 
good times.  Your parents carried the burden of Adam as well. Indeed it was Adam who heard the words: In 
the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, and you shall work the ground from which you were taken; thorns 
and thistles it shall bring forth to you (Genesis 3:19).  He deserved this, he received this, he was given this as 
the result of God’s just judgement.  Why then do you think past times were better than yours? From that 
Adam to the Adam of today, toil and sweat, thorns and thistles.  Have we forgotten the flood? Have we 
forgotten those burdensome times of famine and wars?  They were written about to prevent us complaining 
of the present time against God.
     What times those were! Do not we all shudder to hear or read of them? Therefore, we have rather cause 
for congratulating ourselves than we have grounds for complaining about our own times.

The Most Holy Rosary: powerful weapon in the fight for the salvation of souls
     Recently, there was an article published by someone who was critical of speaking of the Rosary as a 
weapon.  These critics fail to be cognizant of the fact that we who are passing through this valley of tears 
are in the most serious of battles, not over land or treasure, but over an immeasurably more precious good - 
the salvation of immortal souls.  It seems fitting that I leave here a few quotes from various Popes on the 
Holy Rosary.
     “Guided, by divine inspiration and grace, St. Dominic foresaw that the Holy Rosary, like a most 
powerful warlike weapon, would be the means of putting the enemy to flight, and of confounding their 
audacity and mad impiety. Such was indeed its result. Thanks to this new method of prayer - when 
adopted and properly carried out as instituted by the Holy Father St. Dominic - piety, faith, and union 
began to return, and the projects and devices of the heretics to fall to pieces. Many wanderers also returned 
to the way of salvation, and the wrath of the impious was restrained by the arms of those Catholics who 
had determined to repel their violence.”  Pope Leo XIII, encyclical Supremi Apostolatus Officio, 3.
     “The Rosary is a spiritual ‘weapon’ in the battle against evil, against all violence, for peace in hearts, in 
families, in society and in the world.”  Pope Benedict XVI, Homily during a Pastoral Visit to the Pontifical 
Shrine of Pompeii, October 19, 2008.
     “Nevertheless, even if men in our century, with its derisive pride, refuse the Holy Rosary, there is an 
innumerable multitude of holy men of every age and every condition who have always held it dear. They 
have recited it with great devotion, and in every moment they have used it as a powerful weapon to put the 
demons to flight, to preserve the integrity of life, to acquire virtue more easily, and in a word to attain real 
peace among men.”  Pope Piux XI, encyclical Ingravescentibus Malis, 14.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next month: 
September 2
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Thomas

Adoration

“Eucharistic adorers share Mary’s life and 
mission of prayer at the foot of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. It is the most beautiful 
of all missions, and it is without danger.  It 
is also the most sacred, for it is the exercise 
of all the virtues.  It is the most necessary 
for the Church, which has more need of 
souls of prayer than of preachers, of me of 
penance than of men of eloquence.” 
      ~ St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Aug 22
The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary (obl)
7:30am (T) David F. Silk †

Tuesday, Aug 23
St. Rose of Lima, Virgin (opt)
5:00pm (T) Nellie Delgado

Wednesday, Aug 24
St. Bartholomew, Apostle (feast)
9:00am (P) Nancy Nester †

Thursday, Aug 25
St. Louis, King of France; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest (opt)
5:00pm (T) Edith DiBacco †

Friday, Aug 26
Weekday
5:00pm (T) John & Anna Mosco †

Saturday, Aug 27
St. Monica (obl)
9:00am (P) Jacob & Francis Debevits †
5:00pm (T) Ed Garcia † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Aug 28
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish
11:00am (P) Tom DiBacco †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time


