
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - September 04, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Sept 04 - Ask Father after Mass in Parsons
Sept 07 - Knights of Columbus Corn Roast, 5pm at the Knights 

of Columbus Park
Sept 11 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after 11am Mass
Sept 13 - St. Thomas Women's meeting after 5pm Mass in the       

social hall

St. Thomas:  $1,450.00
Attendance: 5pm - 56;  9am - 55

Our Lady of Mercy:  $790.00
Attendance: 11am - 49

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Aug 28, 2022

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CORN ROAST

The Knights of Columbus is again selling Football Frenzy 
Tickets.  Tickets are available at the back of the churches or 
from any Knight.  Help our local Council with a purchase 
of the special: buy two get one free ticket via on-line 
registration again this year!
The Knights appreciate your support! 

FOOTBALL FRENZY IS BACK

Most loving Savior, inflame my heart 
with the same burning love which 
enkindles Your own; pour into my 

heart the manifold graces of Your heart. 
Grant that Your Will be mine and that 
mine be in conformity with Yours for 

all eternity. Amen.

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will resume their 
monthly meetings on Sunday, September 11, immediately 
following the 11am Mass in Parsons.  We would like to 
invite all ladies of Our Lady of Mercy church to attend our 
meetings and/or participate in fundraisers, parties or other 
social events.  We appreciate your ideas, talents and 
support in making our Guild a success.

On Wednesday, September 7th from 5-9pm all the men of 
the Parish are invited to join the Knights of Columbus at 
their Park for an evening of free food and fellowship.

Welcome new Knights
-Free Food
-Beverage

-Bocce
-Cards
-Raffle

-Auction
50/50 Raffle

Cheer Basket
Football Frenzy

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN
The Society of St. Thomas Women will be meeting on 
Tuesday, September 13th after the 5pm Mass in the social 
hall.  The women help put on events for the Parish and 
offer funeral brunches.  If you are a woman of this parish, 
please consider attending and helping out.



A Plan for Action: The St. Monica Prayer Group
by Father Smay

“If My people who are called by My name humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”

2 Chronicles 7:14
“In my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of His Body, that is, the Church.” 

St. Paul, Colossians 1:24
     In May and June I wrote a four-part series in this bulletin titled “Demography is Destiny.”  In that series 
we looked at the direction Catholicism is headed in Tucker County and we looked at some ways in which 
we can improve that outlook.  Any authentic improvement will come about as a result of prayer – of this we 
must be convinced simply because it is the uninterrupted doctrine of the Church.
     In that series of articles, I mentioned some specifics for parish growth, among them a group to pray for 
the conversion of souls (both our loved ones in particular, wherever they may live, and the people of Tucker 
County in general).  This past week there were three informational meetings for this group whose name is 
the “St. Monica Prayer Group,” named in honor of St. Monica, who for 17 years prayed for the conversion of 
her son, St. Augustine.  At these meetings we discussed a concrete and actionable prayer plan.  This plan 
consists of three parts:
       1) Daily recitation of the Angelus prayer (or, during the Easter Season the Regina Coeli may be said)
       2) To receive Holy Communion one additional time per week (i.e. in addition to Sunday).  If for some 

reason this is physically or morally impossible for you and you still wish to be part of the group, 
please talk to me.

       3) Once a month to do a Holy Hour of Reparation.
Each of the above practices is to be done for the conversion of the loved ones of the members of the group, 
and for the conversion of souls in Tucker County.
     Once a month in Thomas and once a month in Parsons we will have a public Holy Hour of Reparation for 
anyone wishing to fulfill this commitment together.  It is powerful to come together to pray in this manner, 
realizing that each is praying for the same intention.  The Holy Hour will be after the 11am Mass on the 
third Sunday of the month in Parsons and on the third Thursday of the month from 4-5pm in Thomas (at 
times it may be on the second Thursday of the month).  For those unable to make the public holy hour, this 
requirement can be fulfilled by oneself (preferably before the tabernacle).  There are booklets that contain 
the holy hour which are available free of charge.
     There was a sign-up sheet to gauge interest in forming such a group.  I noticed that a few who signed up 
did not come to any of the meetings.  Some, I know, were simply out of town during the meetings.  Perhaps 
there are others who did not sign up but are interested in being members of the group.  No worries!  All that 
is required to be a member is that one fulfills the three conditions; if one decides to cease one’s association 
with the St. Monica Prayer Group, one simply stops saying the prayers.  I would like to extend an invitation 
to each member of this Parish to join the St. Monica Prayer Group.

     The intellectual idea behind this group - and the idea of reparation - is very simple and very ancient 
reaching back to the very beginnings of Christianity and even to the beginning of the Old Testament.  
Because baptism imparts to us a share in the life of God Himself and makes us members of Christ’s 
Mystical Body, so long as we are in a state of grace (i.e. a living member of Christ’s Body), we can merit 
grace for ourselves and for others.  No conversion can come about without God’s good grace.  The 
inimitable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen talks about this reality, noting that “there’s a price tag on every soul 
in the world.  Some souls are cheap, others are expensive….  In union with the Passion of Christ, every 
single soul can be saved.”  When we pray for the conversion of souls, when we do penance for them, we 
help pay the debt for that soul.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next month: 

October 7
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

“Eucharistic adorers share Mary’s life and 
mission of prayer at the foot of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. It is the most beautiful 
of all missions, and it is without danger.  It 
is also the most sacred, for it is the exercise 
of all the virtues.  It is the most necessary 
for the Church, which has more need of 
souls of prayer than of preachers, of men 
of penance than of men of eloquence.” 
      ~ St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Sept 5
Weekday
7:30am (T) Vince DiBacco †

Tuesday, Sept 6
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Jamey Conlin †

Wednesday, Sept 7
Weekday
9:00am (P) Michael & Catherine Priestes †

Thursday, Sept 8
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
5:00pm (T) Biagio Cocco †

Friday, Sept 9
St. Peter Claver, Priest (obl)
No Mass

Saturday, Sept 10
Weekday
9:00am (P) Pat Ricottilli †
5:00pm (T) Anna Lawrence † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Sept 11
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish
11:00am (P) Alice Cornelia Vandevender †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-Third Week of Ordinary Time


