
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - September 11, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Sept 11 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after 11am Mass
Sept 13 - St. Thomas Women's meeting after 5pm Mass in the       

social hall
Sept 14 - Bocce at the Knights of Columbus Park 6pm
Sept 15 - Holy Hour of Reparation at 4pm in Thomas
Sept 18 - Holy Hour of Reparation after 11am Mass in Parsons
Sept 20 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6pm in Thomas

St. Thomas:  $3,838.00
Attendance: 5pm - 56;  9am - 102

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,198.00
Attendance: 11am - 53

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Sept 04, 2022

HOLY HOURS OF REPARATION

The Knights of Columbus is again selling Football Frenzy 
Tickets.  Tickets are available at the back of the churches or 
from any Knight.  Help our local Council with a purchase 
of the special: buy two, get one free ticket via on-line 
registration again this year!

FOOTBALL FRENZY IS BACK

“The Rosary is 
the most excellent 

form of prayer 
and the most 

efficacious means 
of attaining 

eternal life. It is 
the remedy for all 
our evils, the root 

of all our 
blessings.”

Pope Leo XIII

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCMENT

The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will resume their 
monthly meetings today, Sunday, September 11, after the 
11am Mass in Parsons.  All ladies of Our Lady of Mercy 
church are invited and encouraged to attend and 
participate in the activities that are organized.

PRAY THE ROSARY

The Society of St. Thomas Women will be meeting on 
Tuesday, September 13th after the 5pm Mass in the social 
hall.  The women help put on events for the Parish and 
offer funeral brunches.  If you are a woman of this parish, 
please consider attending and helping out.

PRO-LIFE
CORNER

Do not tell me these are not 
children.  A Heartbeat proves that.  

So does 4D ultrasound.  So do I.  
And so does that fact that they are 
selling human organs for profit.

-Gianna Jessen, abortion survivor

ATTENTION ST THOMAS WOMEN

The WV DOH is holding a session for the public to ask 
questions and offer comments on the Parsons to Davis 
section of Corridor H at the Blackwater Falls State Park 
Conference Room from 4-7pm this Monday, September 12.

The first two public Holy Hours of Reparation will be this 
coming week.  
The first will be in Thomas starting at 4pm on Thursday.
The second will be after the 11am Mass on Sunday, 
September 18 in Parsons.  There will be exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament at the end of Mass.  Those who do not 
wish to participate in this holy hour can quietly leave.

ATTENTION OLM WOMEN

The Holy Rosary is prayed at Our Lady of Mercy at 
10:30am every Sunday.  All are welcome!



The Eucharistic Miracle of Augsburg
an excerpt from The Holy Mass (4th edition, 1875) by Fr. Michael Müller, pp. 96-98

     Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament has often been pleased to manifest His Real Presence in 
wonderful ways.  Even when Jesus was loaded with infamy and tortured with pain, when He had almost 
lost the semblance of man, He knew how to prove to the world His divinity; it was then that He made all 
nature speak and testify to His innocence. The earth shrouded itself with the dark pall of mourning; the 
rocks burst asunder; the sun veiled its face and even the very dead arose from their graves to bear witness to 
the divinity of the dying Jesus.  “Now the centurion and they that were with him watching, having seen the 
earth quake and other things that were done, were sore afraid, saying: “Indeed this was the Son of God.’” 
(Matt. 27:54)  So when we look upon the Sacred Host, it is true, we see there, no mark of His Majesty, no 
token of His Sacred Presence, no vestige of His perfections, not a single ray of His Divinity.  Yet, for all that, 
Jesus does not lack the power and means to manifest Himself in the Sacred Host, as the Lord of heaven and 
earth and the Redeemer of the world.  Our dear Saviour has indeed been pleased on hundreds of occasions 
to manifest His Real Presence in the Blessed Sacrament in a most striking manner.
     There exist a great number of hosts which are called miraculous, because of the wonderful facts 
connected with them.  The history of that of Augsburg, in Germany, is one of the most celebrated and most 
authentic.  In 1194 a certain woman went to receive holy communion, in the Church of the Holy Cross in 
Augsburg.  Immediately after receiving, she took the Sacred Host and put it between two slices of wax and 
thus kept it for five years.  During all that time she suffered an agony of interior torments. To rid herself of 
her remorse of conscience she at length took the Blessed Sacrament to Father Berthold, a pious priest, the 
prior of the Convent of the Holy Cross, and declared to him her great crime and readiness to perform any 
kind of penance in expiation of it.  The good priest consoled and encouraged the truly penitent woman to 
hope in the mercy of God.  On taking the two pieces of wax apart, he beheld, instead of the species of bread, 
human flesh, and even the muscular fibres.  When he tried to detach the wax from both sides of the Host, 
the better to contemplate the Blessed Sacrament, the Sacred Host split at once in two so as to remain, 
however, attached to the wax and united by the muscular fibres.  Almost beside himself at this wonderful 
occurrence he was at a loss as to whether he should keep it secret or make it public. After mature reflection 
he concluded to consult several men of discretion on the subject.  He was advised to put the wax with the 
Host in a sealed box and keep it until the Bishop of Augsburg should have given his decision on the matter.
     On learning this miraculous event, Udalskalk, then Bishop of Augsburg, was greatly amazed.  He went 
immediately with his clergy and a large number of the laity to the Church of the Holy Cross and in solemn 
procession, carried the Sacred Host with the wax to his Cathedral.  After the wax had been taken off they all 
were surprised at seeing the Host become three times thicker than it was before.  From this time to the feast ' 
of St. John the Baptist the Sacred Host used to increase in thickness, especially during Mass, to such an 
extent that the wax came off by itself without any human intervention.
     Bishop Udalskalk, convinced of the truth of the miracle put the wax with the Blessed Sacrament, which 
kept the appearance of human flesh, in a crystal vase and carried it again in solemn procession to the 
Church of the Holy Cross, where it has been preserved with the greatest reverence to the present day.  Every 
year processions numbering from twenty to thirty thousand men have come to this church to adore our Lord 
in this miraculous Host.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next month: 

October 7
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

“Eucharistic adorers share Mary’s life and 
mission of prayer at the foot of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. It is the most beautiful 
of all missions, and it is without danger.  It 
is also the most sacred, for it is the exercise 
of all the virtues.  It is the most necessary 
for the Church, which has more need of 
souls of prayer than of preachers, of men 
of penance than of men of eloquence.” 
      ~ St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Sept 12
Most Holy Name of Mary (opt)
7:30am (T) Jeffrey Smay, Sr.

Tuesday, Sept 13
St. John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor (obl)
5:00pm (T) Fr. Stephen D. Dube †

Wednesday, Sept 14
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross (feast)
9:00am (P) Tom DiBacco †

Thursday, Sept 15
Our Lady of Sorrows (obl)
4:00pm (T) HOLY HOUR OF REPARATION
5:00pm (T) Joseph & Mary Deegan †

Friday, Sept 16
Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs (obl)
5:00pm (T) Thelma Sheeler †

Saturday, Sept 17
St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and Doctor (opt)
9:00am (P) Fr. Thomas Acklin, OSB
5:00pm (T) People of the Parish (VIGIL)

Sunday, Sept 18
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †
11:00am (P) Nancy Nester †
12 noon (P) HOLY HOUR OF REPARATION

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-Fourth Week of Ordinary Time


