TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - September 18, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Administrator: Fr. Martin J. Smay, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email: msmay@dwc.org
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date
of marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor
are required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let
us know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those
Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.
Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
Thank you for persevering in prayer. The Rosary remains
our strongest weapon. Please use it faithfully, daily,
especially for reparation for sins committed against the
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the consecration of
Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those
serving in our armed forces.
Total Rosaries for 4 weeks: 435
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 42,614

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE
The Society of St. Thomas Women will be having a
Christmas Basket Raffle once again. Each basket will
contain a variety of Christmas gift items and a WalMart gift card. For now, we are asking the Ladies to
bring donations for the baskets either to the Parish
office or to the confession room. Donations accepted
until November 27th.
Tickets will be available starting 26th, $5 each.

SOLEMNITY OF OUR LADY OF MERCY
Saturday, September 24th is the feast of Our Lady of Mercy
which is a solemnity within the walls of Our Lady of
Mercy Church in Parsons. We will have Mass at 9am. This
is a great opportunity to honor Mary our Mother!

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEK
Catholic University of America: This collection provides
funding for academic scholarships at the Catholic
University of America in Washington, DC. Students are
enrolled from all 50 states and almost 100 countries.

FOOTBALL FRENZY
Football Frenzy tickets are available in the back of the
church for $10. Please fill out a ticket and give it, along
with your money, to Fred Sikarskie or Pat Kotten. Deadline
is October 1st.

PRO-LIFE
CORNER
Abortion kills twice. It kills the
body of the baby and it kills the
conscience of the mother. Abortion
is profoundly anti-woman.
-St. Mother Teresa

“Go to the Madonna.
Love her! Always say
the Rosary. Say it
well. Say it as often
as you can! Be souls
of prayer. Never
tire of praying, it is
what is essential.
Prayer shakes the
Heart of God, it
obtains necessary
graces!”
~St. Padre Pio

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Sept 11, 2022
St. Thomas: $2,415.00

Attendance: 5pm - 29; 9am - 41

Our Lady of Mercy: $860.00
Attendance: 11am - 42

PRAY THE ROSARY
The Holy Rosary is prayed at Our Lady of Mercy at
10:30am every Sunday. All are welcome!

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Sept 18 - Holy Hour of Reparation after 11am Mass in Parsons
Sept 20 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6pm in Thomas
Sept 21 - Bocce Ball at Knights of Columbus Park at 6pm
Sept 24 - Local Solemnity of Our Lady of Mercy
Sept 25 - Second Collection: Catholic University of America

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

Don’t forget our local food pantries! The
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food
donations. Please bring your food
donations to the back of the church and a
volunteer will pick them up and deliver
them to the proper location.

The Highest Worship
an excerpt from The Holy Mass (4th edition, 1875) by Fr. Michael Müller, pp. 158-161
The love of our dear Saviour for His Heavenly Father and for men was so great that, had it been
necessary, He would have been willing to remain on the Cross till the end of the world.
But since it was neither necessary nor becoming the sacred Person of our Lord to remain so long in so
ignominious a condition, He instituted the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, in order thus to be ever in a state of
sacrifice, to renew His Passion, apply more effectually to our souls its all-sufficient merits, and to manifest
His most wonderful love for us, His creatures.
The prophet David foretold that the Redeemer of the world was to be a priest forever, “according to the
order of Melchisedech.” Melchisedech was, as the holy Scripture assures us, a priest of the Most High. Our
Lord Jesus Christ, therefore, must also be a priest. Melchisedech offered up bread and wine. Our Lord
Jesus Christ did the same at the Last Supper. He then changed the bread and wine into His Body and Blood,
and offered up His Body and Blood under the appearance of bread and wine, not “of” the order of
Melchisedech, but “according to” the order of Melchisedech.
The Royal Prophet says that Jesus Christ is a priest forever. Therefore He must offer up sacrifice forever.
For a priest means… one who offers Sacrifice. The angels and saints pray for us in Heaven, but they are not
called priests, because they do not offer sacrifice. Now, our Saviour offered Himself but once as a sacrifice
on the Cross. But, as His priesthood lasts forever, He must offer sacrifice forever. The only sacrifice which
our Saviour offers forever, and which continues forever, is the Sacrifice of His Body and Blood in the Mass.
In the holy sacrifice of the Mass our Lord Jesus Christ is the true High Priest who really, though
invisibly, offers the Sacrifice; the priests of the Catholic Church are only His visible agents, His ministers.
Sacrifice is the most perfect form of worship; it is the very essence of religion ; therefore, it must be
found in the religion which alone is true religion—the Christian.
Sacrifice was offered up every day in the Jewish religion; therefore, it must be offered up every day in
the Christian religion also, since the latter is perfect.
The Christian religion, then, must have a daily and perpetual sacrifice; otherwise it would be inferior
even in a great essential to the Jewish religion. But the Christian religion is perfect; it is a divine religion; it
must, therefore, have a perfect sacrifice, a divine sacrifice, and one that must last forever.
On earth there is no perfect and divine sacrifice save that of the Divine Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which is in reality offered up every day in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
While our divine Saviour was hanging on the Cross on Good Friday, He performed every act of worship
of which the human soul is capable. He prayed. He loved God, He praised Him, He gave thanks. He made
acts of resignation, in a word, He offered to God perfect worship.
In the Holy Mass, the very same worship is offered to God. The Victim offered on Calvary was the living
Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Victim is also the living
Body and Blood of the same, our Lord Jesus.
The Priest that offered the Sacrifice on Calvary was our Lord Jesus Christ Himself: in the Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass the same Priest offers the same Sacrifice.
On Calvary Jesus Christ was really and visibly present; on the altar, during Holy Mass, Jesus, though
invisible, is also truly present.
On the Cross our Saviour died a painful and bloody death; but in the Holy Mass He dies only in
appearance, or, as it is called, a mystical death.
In the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ are not dead; no, it is the
living Body, the living, warm heart's Blood—the living rational soul of Jesus, united to his Divinity, that we
offer to God.
This is what renders the Mass a “reasonable service,” as St. Paul expresses it, a spiritual Sacrifice; this is
what gives it infinite value, and makes it the highest worship we can ever offer to God.

Adoration

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Twenty-Fifth Week of Ordinary Time
Monday, Sept 19

Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

Tuesday, Sept 20

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday
in Parsons

Every First
Friday

St. Januarius, Bishop & Martyr (opt)
7:30am (T) Queen Elizabeth II †
Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn, Priest, & Paul Chŏng
Ha-sang, and Companions, Martyrs (obl)
5:00pm (T) Frank Hoffner, Sr. †

Wednesday, Sept 21

St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist (feast)
9:00am (P) Swifty Smay †

Thursday, Sept 22

Weekday
5:00pm (T) Gene Randolph †

Friday, Sept 23

St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest (a.k.a. Padre Pio, obl)
5:00pm (T) Pat Nolan †

Saturday, Sept 24

Weekday (titular solemnity of Our Lady of Mercy)
9:00am (P) Rosalie Knotts †
5:00pm (T) Anna Lawrence † (ANTICIPATED)

Sunday, Sept 25

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Jennifer Lanthaler †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

4:00 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Next month:
October 7
4:00 - 5:00pm
in Parsons

“Eucharistic adorers share Mary’s life and
mission of prayer at the foot of the Most
Blessed Sacrament. It is the most beautiful
of all missions, and it is without danger. It
is also the most sacred, for it is the exercise
of all the virtues. It is the most necessary
for the Church, which has more need of
souls of prayer than of preachers, of men
of penance than of men of eloquence.”
~ St. Peter Julian Eymard
If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Kathy Kotten (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold,
Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler,
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,
Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities,
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional
information and reporting methods.

