
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - September 25, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Sept 25 - Second Collection: Catholic University of America
Sept 28 - Bocce Ball at the Knights of Columbus Park at 6pm
Oct 02 - Ask Father after 11am Mass in Parsons

St. Thomas:  $1,702.00
Attendance: 5pm - 36;  9am - 64

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,160.00
Attendance: 11am - 39

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Sept 18, 2022

Football Frenzy tickets are available in the back of the 
church for $10. Please fill out a ticket and give it, along 
with your money, to Fred Sikarskie or Pat Kotten. Deadline 
is October 1st.

LAST CALL: FOOTBALL FRENZY

“Go to the Madonna. 
Love her!  Always say 
the Rosary.  Say it 
well.  Say it as often 
as you can! Be souls 
of prayer.  Never 
tire of praying, it is 
what is essential. 
Prayer shakes the 
Heart of God, it 
obtains necessary 
graces!”

~St. Padre Pio
Catholic University of America: This collection provides 
funding for academic scholarships at the Catholic 
University of America in Washington, DC in response to 
the commitment made by the bishops at its foundation in 
1887. It is the only university in the States with Pontifical 
faculties. Students are enrolled from all 50 states and 
almost 100 countries.

WVU SEASON FOOTBALL TICKET WINNERS

PRO-LIFE
CORNER

Abortion kills twice.  It kills the 
body of the baby and it kills the 

conscience of the mother.   is 
profoundly anti-woman.

-St. Mother Teresa

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEK

Tony DiBacco, one of our parishioners, is celebrating 100 
years of life on October 1st at the St. Thomas Center from 
12:30pm until 3:30pm.  Feel free to stop by and wish him a 
happy 100th birthday!

On Sunday, October 23rd the Knight of Columbus will be 
having an exemplification at 4pm followed by dinner in 
Thomas.  There are sign up sheets in the back of both 
churches for those wishing to attend.  Please sign up so 
that we know how many to prepare food for.

The Society of St. Thomas Women will be having a 
Christmas Basket Raffle once again.  Each basket will 
contain a variety of Christmas gift items and a Wal-
Mart gift card.  For now, we are asking the Ladies to 
bring donations for the baskets either to the Parish 
office or to the confession room.  Donations accepted 
until November 27th.
Tickets will be available starting Sept. 26th for $5 each.

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS DINNER

The winners of the Knights of Colombus WVU football 
ticket raffle were Dan Dimmick and Glenn King.  The 
tickets were sold by councils in Wheeling and Inwood.

TONY DiBACCO 100th BIRTHDAY



The Dignity and Sanctity of the Mass
an excerpt from The Holy Mass (4th edition, 1875) by Fr. Michael Müller, pp. 462-465

     From the title—the Dignity and Sanctity of the Mass—the reader must not expect an adequate description 
of the infinite excellence of this holy Sacrifice.  If the subject were the sacrifices of the Old Law, it would 
not be so difficult to place before the mind a high idea of their excellence.  Merely to call to mind the great 
pleasure which God took in the sacrifices of animals—a pleasure which He so wonderfully manifested in 
sending fire from heaven to consume the victims, and in rendering His Presence visible by a bright cloud 
which filled the entire temple of Jerusalem with the glory of heaven and by its dazzling brilliancy obliged 
the people to prostrate themselves with their faces to the earth—might suffice. But the Lord, Who instituted 
those sacrifices, and manifested great pleasure in them for a certain number of years, abolished them also… 
and in their stead instituted the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, which they only foreshadowed—a sacrifice of 
such great dignity and sanctity, that it is not within the range of mortal mind to comprehend and describe 
its infinite excellence.
     The holy Sacrifice of the Mass is one of those works greater than which the omnipotence of God cannot 
produce.  St. Thomas Aquinas asks whether God could make works still greater than those already created, 
and he answers, yes.  He can, except three—the Incarnation of the Son of God, the maternity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, and the everlasting beatitude of the saints in heaven. In other words, God can create numberless 
worlds, all different one from another in beauty, but He cannot make anything greater than the Incarnation 
of Christ, the maternity of the Blessed Virgin, and the happiness of the Blessed in heaven. Bat why can He 
not? Because God Himself is concerned in, and most intimately united to each of these works, and [God] is 
their object….
     Now, as there is nothing greater than God, so there cannot be a work greater than any of these, with 
which His Divinity is so intimately united.  As there can be no greater happiness than the beatific vision 
and enjoyment and possession of God in heaven, where the soul is as it were transformed into God, and 
most inseparably united to His nature, and as there can be no mother made more perfect than the Mother of 
God, so also there can be no man more perfect than Christ, because He is the Man-God.  These three works 
are, in a certain sense, of infinite dignity on account of being so intimately united to God, the infinite Good.
     But in the holy Sacrifice of the Mass it is the Son of God incarnate, Jesus Christ Himself, Who is at once 
our High Priest and Victim.  And thus, in order to form an adequate idea of the dignity and sanctity of the 
Mass, it would be necessary for us to be able to form an adequate idea of the Victim that is there offered, of 
the sanctity of the High Priest who offers it, to measure the depth and the height of the mysteries of our 
Lord’s Life, Passion, and Death, which are here represented, continued, and renewed.  But this is simply an 
impossibility.  In order to compass the idea of the dignity and sanctity of Jesus Christ, our High Priest and 
Victim at Mass, it would be necessary to comprehend the greatness of His Godhead.  But what mind of man 
or angel can conceive the greatness of the Divinity of Jesus Christ, which is indeed infinite?  To say that His 
Godhead is greater than the heavens, than all kings, all saints, all angels, is to fall infinitely below it.  Jesus 
Christ, as God, is greatness itself, and the sum of our conception of greatness is but the smallest atom of the 
greatness of His Godhead.  David, contemplating the divine greatness, and, seeing that he could not and 
never would be able to comprehend it, could only exclaim “Lord, who is like unto Thee!” (Psalm 34:10)  O 
Lord, what greatness shall ever be found like to thine? And how in truth could David understand it, since 
his understanding was finite and the greatness of Jesus is infinite?  “Great is the Lord, and of His greatness 
there is no end.” (Psalm 144:3)  To form some idea of God’s greatness, let us remember that although this 
world of ours is only one of a vast system of planets, yet it is twenty-seven thousand miles in circumference, 
and it would take two years and a half to traverse it completely at the rate of thirty miles a day….
     All men, all the monarchs of the earth, and even all the saints and angels of heaven, confronted with the 
infinite greatness of Jesus Christ, are like or even smaller than a grain of sand in comparison with the earth.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next month: 

October 7
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

“Eucharistic adorers share Mary’s life and 
mission of prayer at the foot of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. It is the most beautiful 
of all missions, and it is without danger.  It 
is also the most sacred, for it is the exercise 
of all the virtues.  It is the most necessary 
for the Church, which has more need of 
souls of prayer than of preachers, of men 
of penance than of men of eloquence.” 
      ~ St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Sept 26
Sts. Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs (opt)
7:30am (T) Ross Fleckenstein †

Tuesday, Sept 27
St. Vincent de Paul, Priest (obl)
5:00pm (T) Gene Randolph †

Wednesday, Sept 28
St. Wenceslaus, Martyr (opt)
St. Lawrence Ruiz and Companions, Martyrs (opt)
9:00am (P) Frank & Pauline Sedo †

Thursday, Sept 29
Sts. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, Archangels (feast)
5:00pm (T) Don Woods †

Friday, Sept 30
St. Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church (obl)
5:00pm (T) Edith Rose DiBacco †

First Saturday, Oct 01
St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor (obl)
9:00am (P) Terry & Sue Silk
5:00pm (T) Tony DiBacco (ANTICIPATED)

Sunday, Oct 02
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish
11:00am (P) Frank & Francis Usnik †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-Sixth Week of Ordinary Time


