TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - October 09, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Administrator: Fr. Martin J. Smay, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email: msmay@dwc.org
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date
of marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor
are required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let
us know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those
Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.
Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

ATTENTION ST THOMAS WOMEN
The Society of St. Thomas Women will be meeting on
Tuesday, October 11th after the 5pm Mass in the social
hall. If you are a woman of St. Thomas Church, please
consider attending and helping out. We will be
planning and working on our main fundraiser, the
Christmas basket raffle, at this meeting.

PRO-LIFE
CORNER
Abortion kills twice. It kills the
body of the baby and it kills the
conscience of the mother. is

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS DINNER
On Sunday, October 23rd the Knights of Columbus will be
having an exemplification at 4pm followed by dinner in
Thomas. There are sign up sheets in the back of both
churches for those wishing to attend. Please sign up so
that we know how many to prepare food for.

HOLY HOUR OF REPARATION
There will be a public Holy Hour of Reparation after the
11am Mass in Parsons this coming Sunday, October 16th.
The following week, October 20th, there will be a Holy
Hour in Thomas starting at 4pm sharp.

REST IN PEACE
Recently a number of persons related to our churches have
died. Joel “Mr. G” Goughnour passed on Sept 29 and was
married to Cindy G for 43 years and had been faithfully
attending Mass with her at Our Lady of Mercy.
Last week I found out that Marge Puderbaugh died on Sept
12. Marge and Fred were residents of Davis for more than
two decades before moving back to Ohio at the end of
August to be closer to their children. For anyone wishing
to send a note, please ask Father for Fred’s address and he
will happily give it to you.
Finally, Mrs. Francesca Grassi Zimmer, Fr. Grassi’s mother,
passed away on Oct 1. For anyone wishing to send a note,
just ask Fr. Smay for the address.
Please pray for the repose of these good Christians and for
the consolation of the loved ones they left behind.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May the rest in peace. Amen.

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Oct 09 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after
11am Mass
Oct 11 - Society of St Thomas Women Meeting after 5pm Mass
Oct 16 - Holy Hour of Reparation after 11am Mass in Parsons
Oct 18 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6pm in Parsons

Angel of God,
my guardian dear,
to whom His love commits me here,
ever this day, be at my side,
to light and guard,
rule and guide. Amen.
We appreciate all who participated in
Bocce this season. It was very successful.
See you next year when the weather
permits!

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Oct 02, 2022
St. Thomas: $2,321.00

Attendance: 5pm - 66; 9am - 56

Our Lady of Mercy: $687.00
Attendance: 11am - 52

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

Don’t forget our local food pantries! The
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food
donations. Please bring your food
donations to the back of the church and a
volunteer will pick them up and deliver
them to the proper location.

Padre Pio and the Guardian Angels
an excerpt from an article which appears on the EWTN website
The following story is related in Send Me Your Guardian Angel, a book on Padre Pio’s relations with the
angels by Fr. Alessio Parente, OFM Cap. Fr. Alessio had the privilege of taking care of Padre Pio in the later
years of his life.
Once a person was accepted as Padre Pio’s spiritual child, he would never abandon them, no matter what
danger they were in. Even if he did not visit them personally, they would receive his help through his
Guardian Angel.
Cecil Humphrey-Smith, a well known gentleman from England, is Padre Pio’s spiritual child. Whilst in
Italy, during the time Padre Pio was alive, Cecil had a car crash and was very seriously injured. A friend of
his, seeing him in such a bad condition afterwards, went to the Post Office and sent a telegram to Padre Pio
requesting his prayers for the injured Cecil. When he presented the telegram at the desk, the man gave him
back a telegram from Padre Pio assuring his prayers for Cecil Humphrey-Smith’s recovery.
It was some months before Cecil was in good enough shape to travel again, but immediately he had
recovered he made tracks for San Giovanni Rotondo. On this occasion, both Cecil and his friend met Padre
Pio and they thanked him for his prayers. At the same time, they were curious to know how he came to
know about the accident and how a telegram had arrived in such a short space of time. In response to their
demand, Padre Pio, in his humoristic way said: “Do you think the Angels go as slowly as the planes?”
God had given him the light to see his spiritual child in danger of death and, as usual, he sent his
Guardian Angel to assure his prayers and protection.
[…] On several occasions Padre Pio expounded further on the role of the angel in his ministry and in our
lives, in this case to his spiritual daughter Raffaelina Cerase [Letters vol. II, no. 664].
[…] Oh Raffaelina, what a consolation it is to know one is always in the care of a celestial spirit, who
does not abandon us (how admirable) even when we disgust God! How sweet is this great truth for the
believer! Who, then, does the devout soul fear who tries to love Jesus, having always close by such a
great warrior? Oh, was he not one of the many who, together with the Angel Saint Michael, up there in
the Empyrean, defended the honour of God against Satan and against all the other rebellious spirits,
and finally reduced them to perdition and bound them in hell?
Well, know that he is still powerful against Satan and his satellites; his charity has not diminished,
nor will he ever fail in defending us. Develop the beautiful habit of always thinking of him; that near
us is a celestial spirit, who, from the cradle to the tomb, does not leave us for an instant, guides us,
protects us as a friend, a brother; will always be a consolation to us especially in our saddest moments.
Know, oh Raffaelina, that this good Angel prays for you; offers to God all the good works you
accomplish; your holy and pure desires. In the hours when you seem to be alone and abandoned, do
not complain of not having a friendly soul to whom you can unburden yourself and in whom you can
confide your sorrows. For pity's sake, do not forget this invisible companion, always present to listen to
you; always ready to console you.
Oh delicious intimacy, oh blessed company! Oh if all men could understand this great gift that God,
in His excess of love for man, assigned to us; this celestial spirit. Often remember his presence; you
must fix on him the eyes of your soul; thank him; pray to him; he is so refined, so sensitive. Respect
him; be in constant fear of offending the purity of his gaze.
Invoke often this Guardian Angel, this benevolent Angel and repeat the beautiful prayer: ‘Oh Angel
of God’ (etc.) ... What will be, oh my dear Raffaelina, the consolation when, at the moment of death,
your soul will see this Angel, so good, who accompanied you through life and was so liberal in
maternal care. Oh may this sweet thought make you grow always more fond of the Cross of Jesus, this
being also what your good Angel wants. May the desire to see this inseparable companion arouse in
you that charity which incites you to leave this body quickly.

Adoration

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Twenty-Eighth Week of Ordinary Time
Monday, Oct 10

Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

Tuesday, Oct 11

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday
in Parsons

Every First
Friday

Weekday
7:30am (T) Francesca Grassi Zimmer †
St. John XXIII, Pope (opt)
5:00pm (T) Agnes Okolish Videmsek †

Wednesday, Oct 12

Weekday
9:05am (P) John & Anna Debevits †

Thursday, Oct 13

Weekday
12 noon (T) Gene Randolph †

Friday, Oct 14

St. Callistus I, Pope and Martyr (opt)
5:00pm (T) Jennifer Lanthaler †

Saturday, Oct 15

St. Teresa of Jesus (of Ávila), Virgin & Doctor (obl)
9:00am (P) Francis X Nolin †
5:00pm (T) People of the Parish (ANTICIPATED)

Sunday, Oct 16

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Edith DiBacco †
11:00am (P) Margaret Kochenderfer Teranto †
12 noon (P) HOLY HOUR OF REPARATION

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

4:00 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Next:
December 2
4:00 - 5:00pm
in Parsons

“Kneel down and render the tribute of
your presence and devotion to Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament. Confide all your
needs to Him, along with those of others.
Speak with Him with filial
abandonment, give Him free rein to your
heart, and give Him complete freedom to
work in you as He thinks best.”
~ St. Padre Pio

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Kathy Kotten (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold,
Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler,
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,
Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities,
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional
information and reporting methods.

