
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - October 16, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:  $2,155.20
Attendance: 5pm - 52;  9am - 56

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,085.00
Attendance: 11am - 57

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Oct 09, 2022

Next Sunday is World Mission Sunday.  There will be a 
special second collection next week for the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith (Propaganda Fidei) which 
supports the work and witness of missionaries abroad.  It 
aids priests, religious, and lay leaders who offer the Lord’s 
mercy and concrete help to the most vulnerable 
communities in the Holy Father’s missions.

PRO-LIFE
CORNER

Abortion kills twice.  It kills the 
body of the baby and it kills the 

conscience of the mother.   is 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEK

After the 5pm Mass on October 29th and the 9am Mass on 
October 30th, the Knights of Columbus will be selling 
various quality Christmas decorations in the St. Thomas 
Center (old school building).  The proceeds will go to the 
pregnancy care center.  The Society of St. Thomas Women 
will also be selling baked goods to raise money for their 
organization.

The Knights of Columbus will have their monthly meeting 
this Tuesday, October 18th, at 6pm in Parsons. ALL 
Knights are invited and encouraged to attend.

BAKE SALE & CHRISTMAS DECORATION SALE

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE

Choose life…

…your mom did!

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Oct 16 - Holy Hour of Reparation after 11am Mass in Parsons
Oct 18 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6pm in Parsons
Oct 20 - Holy Hour of Reparation at 4pm in Thomas
Oct 23 - Knights of Columbus dinner following 

exemplification at 4pm
Oct 23 - Second Collection: World Mission Sunday, Society for 

the Propagation of the Faith

October is the month 
of the Rosary.  Pray 

the Rosary daily!

“There is no surer 
means of calling 
down God’s 
blessings upon the 
family than the 
daily recitation of 
the Rosary.”

~Pope Pius XII

The Society of St. Thomas Women will be having a 
Christmas Basket Raffle once again.  Each basket will 
contain a variety of Christmas gift items and a Wal-
Mart gift card.  Please bring donations for the baskets 
either to the Parish office or to the confession room.  
Donations accepted until November 27th.
Tickets are available in the back of both churches or 
from Anita or Emily for $5 each.

COVERED DISH DINNER
We will have a covered dish dinner on Sunday, October 
30th, immediately following the 11am Mass in Parsons at 
Our Lady of Mercy Church.  All are welcome!



Admirable Effects of the Most Holy Rosary
an excerpt from The Secret of the Rosary by St. Louis-Marie De Montfort

     Blessed Alan de la Roche, Fr. Jean Dumont, Fr. Thomas, the chronicles of St. Dominic, and other writers 
who have seen these things with their own eyes speak of the marvelous conversions that are brought about 
by the Holy Rosary. Great sinners, both men and women, have been converted after twenty, thirty or forty 
years of sin and unspeakable vice. …     
     Dear reader, if you practice and promote devotion to the Rosary, you will learn more by this experience 
than from spiritual books, and you will have the happiness of being rewarded by our Lady in accordance 
with the promises she made to St. Dominic, to Blessed Alan de la Roche, and to those who encourage this 
devotion, which is so dear to her. For the Rosary teaches people about the virtues of Jesus and Mary, and 
leads them to mental prayer, to the imitation of Jesus Christ, to the frequent reception of the sacraments, the 
practice of genuine virtue and of all kinds of good works. It also helps us to gain many wonderful 
indulgences, which people are unaware of because those who preach this devotion hardly ever mention 
them and content themselves with giving a popular sermon on the Rosary which very often produces 
admiration but not instruction.*
     Finally, I shall content myself with saying, in company with Blessed Alan de la Roche, that the Rosary is 
a source and store-house of countless blessings. Through the Holy Rosary:

1.  Sinners obtain forgiveness; 
2.  Souls who thirst are refreshed; 
3.  Those who are fettered are set free; 
4.  Those who weep find joy; 
5.  Those who are tempted find peace; 
6.  Those in need find help; 
7.  Religious are reformed; 
8.  The ignorant are instructed; 
9.  The living learn to resist spiritual decline; 
10. The dead [in Purgatory] have their pains eased by suffrages. 

     Our Lady once said to Blessed Alan, “I want those who are devoted to my Rosary to have my Son’s grace 
and blessing during their lifetime, at death and after their death. I want them to be freed from all slavery so 
that they will be like kings, with crowns on their heads and scepters in their hands, reigning in eternal 
glory.”                                _
     *Fr. Connell explains “An indulgence is the remission granted by the Church of the temporal 
punishment due to sins already forgiven. 
     “An indulgence does not take away sin. Neither does it take away the eternal punishment due to mortal 
sins. An indulgence can produce its effects in the soul only after sins are forgiven and, in the case of mortal 
sins, only after their eternal punishment is taken away. Many who are not Catholic wrongly understand an 
indulgence to be a permission to commit sin, or a pardon for future sin, or a guarantee against temptation.  
By an indulgence the Church merely wipes out or lessens the temporal punishment due to sins already 
forgiven.”
     A plenary indulgence is granted when the rosary is recited in a church or oratory or when it is recited in a 
family, a religious community, or a pious association.  A partial indulgence is granted for its recitation in all 
other circumstances (provided taht one is in a state of grace).  In order for a plenary indulgence to be gained, 
four other conditions must be fulfilled:

1. Sacramental confession within 20 days before or after (a confession suffices for multiple indulgences)
2. Eucharistic communion on the day
3. Prayers for the Pope’s intentions (usually the Creed, Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be)
4. Freedom from all attachments to sin, even venial sin



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next: 

December 2
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

“Kneel down and render the tribute of 
your presence and devotion to Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament.  Confide all your 
needs to Him, along with those of others.  
S p e a k w i t h H i m w i t h f i l i a l 
abandonment, give Him free rein to your 
heart, and give Him complete freedom to 
work in you as He thinks best.” 
      ~ St. Padre Pio

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Oct 17
St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr (obl)
7:30am (T) Philip Lynch †

Tuesday, Oct 18
St. Luke, Evangelist (feast)
5:00pm (T) Poor Souls in Purgatory †

Wednesday, Oct 19
Sts. John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues, 
      Priests, and Companions, Martyrs (obl)
9:00am (P) Andrew & Brenda Dooley

Thursday, Oct 20
St. Paul of the Cross, Priest (opt)
4:00pm (T) HOLY HOUR OF REPARATION
5:00pm (T) John F Golder †

Friday, Oct 21
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Jack Lambruno †

Saturday, Oct 22
St. John Paul II, Pope (opt)
9:00am (P) Margaret Kochenderfer Teranto †
5:00pm (T) John Lawrence † (ANTICIPATED)

Sunday, Oct 23
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Diane Ulch & Imedla Stevenson †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-Ninth Week of Ordinary Time


