
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - October 23, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:  $2,199.50
Attendance: 5pm - 55;  9am - 73

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,106.00
Attendance: 11am - 53

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Oct 16, 2022

This Sunday is World Mission Sunday.  There is a special 
second collection this week for the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith which supports the work and 
witness of missionaries abroad.

PRO-LIFE
CORNER

The fundamental human right, the 
presupposition of every other right,

is the right to life itself. This is 
true of life from the moment of 
conception until its natural end. 

Abortion, consequently, 
cannot be a human right.

-Pope Benedict XVI

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEK

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE

October is the month 
of the Rosary.  Pray 

the Rosary daily!

“Never will anyone 
who says his 
Rosary every day 
be led astray. This 
is a statement that I 
would gladly sign 
with my blood.”

~St. Louis-Marie 
de Montfort

The Society of St. Thomas Women will be having a 
Christmas Basket Raffle once again.  Each basket will 
contain a variety of Christmas gift items and a Wal-
Mart gift card.  Please bring donations for the baskets 
either to the Parish office or to the confession room.  
Donations accepted until November 27th.
Tickets are available in the back of both churches or 
from Anita or Emily for $5 each.

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEK
In the aftermath of Hurricane Ian, Catholic Charities USA 
(CCUSA) and Catholic Relief Services (CRS) are hard at 
work providing humanitarian aid. These agencies will 
remain in affected areas to support recovery efforts. 
To support the efforts of these organizations Bishop 
Brennan has approved a special collection to be held next 
weekend, October 29-30.
All funds collected in the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
will become part of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops Emergency Disaster Fund which provides 
for the pastoral and reconstruction needs of Catholic 
Churches in the region and the efforts of CCUSA and CRS. 

After the 5pm Mass on next Saturday, October 29th, and 
the 9am Mass next Sunday, October 30th, the Knights of 
Columbus will be selling various quality Christmas 
decorations in the St. Thomas Center.  The proceeds will go 
to the pregnancy care center.  The Society of St. Thomas 
Women will also be selling baked goods to raise money for 
their organization.

BAKE SALE & CHRISTMAS DECORATION SALE

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Oct 23 - Knights of Columbus dinner following 

exemplification at 4pm
Oct 23 - Second Collection: Society for the Propagation of the 

Faith (Sacra Congregatio de Propaganda Fide)
Oct 29-30 - Christmas decoration sale and bake sale in St. 

Thomas Center after Sat. eve and Sunday 9am Masses
Oct 30 - Second Collection: Hurricane Ian disaster relief
Oct 30 - Covered dish dinner after 11am Mass at OLM



“A Garden Enclosed” (Song of Songs 4:12)
by Jonathan Mann

     The eighteenth-century English poet Thomas Gray, in his celebrated “Elegy Written in a Country 
Churchyard,” invites his reader to muse on the virtues and the endearing attributes of so many obscure 
persons who once walked this earth and are now forgotten by us.  In contrast to kings, statesmen, and 
celebrities, these lowly souls in out-of-the-way places were never widely known. About halfway through 
the text, the poet makes a striking point.  Perhaps some persons who are noticed by few during life and 
forgotten by many after death, are in fact among the most beautiful souls who ever live.  This may not be 
hard to believe when we consider other wonders which often escape notice—a small flower in the back of a 
garden, a sunset whose brilliant rays streak the sky behind the mountains, a quiet spot in a yard fragrant 
with the scents of fresh-cut grass, a hidden act of kindness.  In his autobiographical work The Shadow of 
His Wings, the German Franciscan Fr. Gereon Goldmann tells of a nun who, in his childhood, began to 
offer prayers and sacrifices for him every day. She did so for nearly twenty years before he ever learned of 
her self-giving practice.  Consider this passage from Gray’s “Elegy”:

Full many a gem of purest ray serene,
         The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean bear:

Full many a flow'r is born to blush unseen,
         And waste its sweetness on the desert air.

     When God came to earth as “a Man like us in all things except sin,” He chose to come through the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  She is the foremost participant in His Incarnation and in His work of redeeming the 
human race. She models for us both the welcome we should give Christ and the life of holiness to which He 
calls us.  She is God’s masterpiece.  If ever in this earthly life we have encountered someone who has caught 
our eye—someone who is innocent or gentle, someone whose way of seeing things charges everyday 
experiences with new life and dimensions, someone who is particularly sensitive or generous or caring—
then we have a pale impression of the beauty and wonder of Mary. God didn’t merely make her beautiful; 
He made her as beautiful as He could. Moreover, because she is without sin, her love has no distortions. Her 
sinless Heart is an untarnished reflection of the Heart of Jesus.  No trace of selfishness has ever hindered 
her freedom to love as God loves.  Her soul, a fitting shrine for the Blessed Trinity, is a rich treasury of 
virtue. But like Gray’s submarine gems and remote flowers, her immense beauty is little known. 
     We must show honor to our Heavenly Mother and draw close to her if we would discover all the 
treasures she wishes to share with us.  While anyone can glance at the horizon and see the setting sun, only 
the one who stops to gaze in admiration beholds its magnificence and comes to appreciate its beauty.  Thus 
it is with Mary. Many people have heard of her. Many even believe in her divine Motherhood.  But only 
those who approach her with reverence and filial love come to know how immensely beautiful she is.  
These devout souls find in our Blessed Mother an unfailing refuge and a sure path to union with her Son. 
     St. John Eudes, a French priest of the seventeenth century, gives us these reflections (in the voice of 
Christ) in his book The Admirable Heart of Mary:

     I have given my Mother's Heart to you as a divine Sun to enlighten you through the 
darkness of the world, to warm you in the frosts of mortal life, to gladden and to comfort you 
in the sorrows, pains and miseries of earth, and to vivify and strengthen you against the 
decline and weakness of human frailty. I have given her Heart to you as a beautiful mirror, 
into which you should often gaze in order to see the stains that tarnish your souls, so that you 
may cleanse them.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next: 

December 2
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

“Kneel down and render the tribute of 
your presence and devotion to Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament.  Confide all your 
needs to Him, along with those of others.  
S p e a k w i t h H i m w i t h f i l i a l 
abandonment, give Him free rein to your 
heart, and give Him complete freedom to 
work in you as He thinks best.” 
      ~ St. Padre Pio

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Oct 24
St. Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop (opt)
7:30am (T) Dimitrios Lynch

Tuesday, Oct 25
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Matthew & Frances Quattro

Wednesday, Oct 26
Weekday
9:00am (P) Fr. John Duhaime †

Thursday, Oct 27
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Don Woods †

Friday, Oct 28
Sts. Simon and Jude, Apostles (feast)
5:00pm (T) Joseph & Mary Deegan †

Saturday, Oct 29
Weekday
9:00am (P) Al & Silvia Slifke †
5:00pm (T) Hildegard Studer † (ANTICIPATED)

Sunday, Oct 30
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish
11:00am (P) Nancy Nester †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time


