
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - October 30, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:  $1,847.58
World Mission Sunday: $137.32
Attendance: 5pm - 54;  9am - 48

Our Lady of Mercy:  $679.00
World Mission Sunday: $103.00

Attendance: 11am - 47        

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Oct 23, 2022

PRO-LIFE
CORNER

The ultimate test of your greatness is 
the way you treat every human being, 
but especially the weakest and most 

defenseless.  If you want equal justice 
for all and true freedom and lasting 

peace, then America, defend life.

-Pope St. John Paul II

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE

October is the month 
of the Rosary.  Pray 

the Rosary daily!

“To recite the 
Rosary is nothing 
other than to 
contemplate the 
face of Christ with 
Mary.”

~Pope St. John 
Paul II 

The Society of St. Thomas Women are raffling off a 
small, medium, and large basket packed with 
Christmas goods.  St. Thomas women: please bring 
donations for the baskets either to the Parish office or 
to the confession room before November 27th.
Tickets are available in the back of both churches or 
from Anita or Emily for $5 each. 

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEK
In the aftermath of Hurricane Ian, Catholic Charities USA 
(CCUSA) and Catholic Relief Services (CRS) are hard at 
work providing humanitarian aid. These agencies will 
remain in affected areas to support recovery efforts. 
To support the efforts of these organizations Bishop 
Brennan has approved a special collection to be held next 
weekend, October 29-30.
All funds collected in the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
will go to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Emergency Disaster Fund which provides for the pastoral 
and reconstruction needs of Catholic Churches in the 
region and the efforts of CCUSA and CRS. 

This weekend after the 5pm Mass on Saturday and the 9am 
Mass on Sunday, the Knights of Columbus will be selling 
various quality Christmas decorations in the St. Thomas 
Center.  The proceeds will go to the Pregnancy Care Center.  
The Society of St. Thomas Women will also be selling 
baked goods to raise money for their organization.

BAKE SALE & CHRISTMAS DECORATION SALE

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Oct 29-30 - Christmas decoration and bake sale in St. Thomas 

Center after Sat. eve and Sunday 9am Masses
Oct 30 - Second Collection: Hurricane Ian disaster relief
Oct 30 - Covered dish dinner after 11am Mass at OLM
Nov 06 - NO Ask Father after 11am Mass in Parsons
Nov 08 - Society of St. Thomas Women meeting

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
Thank you for persevering in prayer. The Rosary remains 
our strongest weapon.  Please use it faithfully, daily, 
especially for reparation for sins committed against the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the consecration of 
Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those 
serving in our armed forces.

Total Rosaries for 6 weeks: 749
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 43,363



Miscellaneous Thoughts
by Father Smay

     Over the next two weeks I will be out of town.  I am sorry for being away on both All Saints’ Day and All 
Souls’ Day.  There are factors beyond my control which cause me to be away these two weeks and to be 
honest when I made the plans I didn’t even realize that I’d be gone for these days.  There will be Mass on 
October 31st at 5pm in Parsons and on November 1st at 5pm in Thomas for All Saints’ Day, which is a holy 
day of obligation.  A holy day of obligation is a day where we as Roman Catholics are obliged under pain of 
mortal sin to attend Mass.  Mortal sin: the thought of such sin should give us nightmares because one single 
mortal sin merits eternal damnation.  When the good king, Saint Louis of France, was a boy his mother once 
told him, “I would rather see you dead at my feet than that you should ever commit a mortal sin.”  Here is a 
woman who understood well what it meant to commit a mortal sin and how abhorrent they should be to our 
eyes!
     While our holy mother, the Church, obliges us to attend Mass on holy days of obligation, she is also a 
kind and understanding mother who realizes that there may be genuine difficulties in doing so.  So, if we 
deliberately skip Mass on a holy day of obligation, then we commit a mortal sin.  There are legitimate 
reasons for excusing one from participating in Mass on a holy day of obligation.  In the following 
circumstances no one is held to the obligation to attend Mass: 
     1) mothers who cannot leave their children alone nor bring them to Mass; 
     2) those who have some sick person to care for or are themselves seriously ill; 
     3) those who have a job that cannot be missed and whose work schedule precludes them from attending 

Mass (ER doctors, nurses, etc.);
     4) travelers who cannot get to Mass without great difficulty or danger; 
     5) in order to perform an urgent work of mercy;
     6) those who have to travel more than one hour to get to Mass.
Generally on holy days of obligation (by the way, every Sunday is a holy day of obligation), the Masses are 
scheduled so that few, if any, have a legitimate reason for missing.  If you cannot get to Mass for All Saints’ 
Day this year, either here or in a neighboring parish, consider yourself excused and have no qualms of 
conscience.  If you really want, talk to me, and I will give you a dispensation.
     My being gone presents an excellent opportunity for you.  On Monday October 31st, Fr. Phillip Szabo 
will be covering Mass in Parsons.  I have asked him to come 30 minutes early so that he can hear 
confessions.  Fr. Bill Kuchinsky will be covering Mass on Tuesday, November 1st at 5pm.  I have likewise 
asked him to come early to hear confessions.  This is an excellent opportunity to confess to someone who 
does not know you.  If you aren’t happy with those options, you are in luck: Fr. Robert Presutti, a Legionary 
of Christ, is covering Masses the first weekend of November.  Fr. Presutti is a well educated priest who 
knows well the spiritual life.  He will likewise be happy to take your confession!  Please be kind to him and 
thank him for his generosity in covering Mass.  So, please, get to confession!
     On a different note, many of you have my cell phone number.  You are free to call or text me whenever 
you want.  But you should know that after 9:30pm, my phone goes into “do not disturb” mode.  Which 
means that the chances of contacting me on my cell phone go down dramatically.  If there is an emergency 
at any time of the day or night, your best bet is to call the church first (304-463-4488).  There is a phone next 
to my bed which can wake the dead!  I may be groggy, but I will answer.  In case of doubt, just call me.  If I 
don’t answer the phone, it is quite likely that I am not home, at which point you should call and/or text my 
cell phone.  While I am away over the next two weeks, if there is a sacramental emergency, please call or text 
my cell phone and I will try to track down a priest to take care of it.
     Finally, although I will be physically away from my beloved Tucker County, I will certainly remember 
you in my prayers and I ask the kindness of a remembrance in yours.  My heart remains at my home in 
Tucker County, regardless of where my travels take me.  God love you and keep the Faith!



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next: 

December 2
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

“Kneel down and render the tribute of 
your presence and devotion to Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament.  Confide all your 
needs to Him, along with those of others.  
S p e a k w i t h H i m w i t h f i l i a l 
abandonment, give Him free rein to your 
heart, and give Him complete freedom to 
work in you as He thinks best.” 
      ~ St. Padre Pio

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Oct 31
Weekday
5:00pm (P) People of the Parish (ANTICIPATED)

Tuesday, Nov 01 - HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
All Saints’ Day (solemnity)
5:00pm (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †

Wednesday, Nov 02
All Souls’ Day
NO MASS

Thursday, Nov 03
St. Martin de Porres, Religious (opt)
NO MASS

First Friday, Nov 04
St. Charles Borromeo, Bishop (obl)
NO MASS

First Saturday, Nov 05
Weekday
9:00am (P) NO MASS
5:00pm (T) People of the Parish (ANTICIPATED)

Sunday, Nov 06
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Joe & Lena Bednarz †
11:00am (P) Jacob, John, & Anthony Debevits †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Thirty-first Week of Ordinary Time


