
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - November 06, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Oct 30, 2022

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE

“It is impossible 
that a servant of 
Mary be damned, 
provided he 
serves her 
faithfully and 
commends 
himself to her 
maternal 
protection.”

~St. Alphonsus
Liguori

The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off a 
small, medium, and large basket packed with 
Christmas goods.  St. Thomas women: please bring 
donations for the baskets either to the Parish office or 
to the confession room before November 27th.
Tickets are available in the back of both churches or 
from Anita or Emily for $5 each. 

FORMED.ORG
Don’t forget about formed.org.  If you have not signed up 
yet just go to the formed.org website, then enter our church 
name, city, and state. You will then enjoy a FREE, but high 
quality, streaming platform of religious learning resources 
that can be used at home or on the go.

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Nov 08 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 6pm
Nov 13 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after 11am Mass
Nov 15 - Knights of Columbus Meeting at 6pm in Thomas

THANKSGIVING DINNER 2022
Preparation is underway for the 2022 Thanksgiving 
Dinner for the people of the Davis and Thomas area. 
This year there will be the option to eat in as well as 
take outs and deliveries only in Thomas and Davis.  
This Ecumenical work will be hosted, again, in the St. 
Thomas Center.  Volunteers and donations are very 
much appreciated.  We are especially in need of people 
to bake and carve turkeys, (turkeys have already been 
purchased) provide pumpkin pies and cool whip 
donations.  Please bring them to the St. Thomas Center 
by 9:30am on Thanksgiving morning, November 24.  
Monetary donations very much needed this year.  
Volunteers to help prepare and serve the meals should 
be available at 10:00am in the St. Thomas Center. 
People are needed to deliver meals in the Davis-
Thomas, Pierce-Benbush area and Pineview apt. and as 
dishwashers and clean up.  Please call Kathy & Pat 
Kotten (866-6243).

St. Thomas:  $991.58
Hurricane Ian Relief: $166.66

Attendance: 5pm - 49;  9am - 42 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $730.00
Hurricane Ian Relief: $580.00

Attendance: 11am - 58        

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEK
Archdiocese of the Military Services is the Diocese 
charged with providing pastoral care to the men and 
women of the armed forces of the United States.  Their 
challenges are unique not only because of its world 
wide reach, but also because the Archdiocese receives 
no funding from the military or the government and 
therefore must rely solely on private donors.



The Mass: Propitiatory for the Dead
an excerpt from The Holy Mass (4th edition, 1875) by Fr. Michael Müller, pp. 361-363

     A short time ago, a fervent young priest of this country had the following conversation with a holy 
Bishop, on his way to Rome. The Bishop said to him: “You make mementoes, now and then, for friends of 
yours that are dead, do you not?”  The young priest answered: “Certainly, I do so very often.”  The Bishop 
rejoined: “So did I when I was a young priest. But one time I was grievously ill.  I was given up as about to 
die.  I received Extreme Unction, and the Viaticum.  It was then that my whole past life, with all its failings, 
and all its sins, came before me with startling vividness. I saw how much I had to atone for; and I reflected 
on how few Masses would be said for me, and how few prayers!  Ever since my recovery I have most 
fervently offered the Holy Sacrifice for the repose of the pious and patient souls in purgatory; and I am 
always glad when I can, as my own offering, make the ‘intention’ of my Masses, for the relief of their 
pains.”
     Indeed, no one is more deserving of Christian charity and sympathy, than the poor souls in purgatory. 
They are really poor souls.  No one is sooner forgotten than they.
     How soon their friends persuade themselves that the souls departed are in perfect peace.  How  little they 
do for their relief when their bodies are buried.  There is a lavish expense for the funeral.  A hundred 
dollars [the average daily wage in the USA in 1875 when this was written was $2.24¼] are spent where the 
means of the family hardly justify the half of it.  Where there is more wealth, sometimes five hundred or a 
thousand and even more dollars are expended on the poor dead body.  But what is done for the poor living 
soul?  Perhaps it is suffering the most frightful tortures in purgatory, whilst the lifeless body is laid out in 
state and borne pompously to the grave-yard.  It is right and fitting to show all due respect even to the body 
of a deceased friend, for that body was once the dwelling-place of his soul.  But, after all, what joy has the 
departed, and perhaps suffering soul, in the fine music of the choir, even though the choir be composed of 
the best singers in the country?  What consolation does it feel in the superb coffin, in the splendid funeral?  
What pleasure in the costly marble monument, in all the honors that are so freely lavished on the body!  All 
this may satisfy, or at least seem to satisfy, the living, but it is of no avail whatever to the dead.
     Poor, unhappy souls! how the diminution of true Catholic faith is visited upon them. Those that loved 
them in life might help them, and do not, for want of knowledge, or of faith!
     Poor, unhappy souls! your friends go to their business, to their eating and drinking, with the foolish 
assurance that the case cannot be hard on one they knew to be so good!  Oh! how much and how long this 
false charity of your friends causes you to suffer!
     The venerable Sister Catherine Paluzzi offered up for a long time and with the utmost fervor, prayers and 
pious works for the soul of her deceased father.  At last she thought she had good reason to believe that he 
was already enjoying the bliss of Paradise. But how great was her consternation and grief, when our Lord, 
in company with St. Catherine, her patroness, led her one day in spirit to purgatory.  There she beheld her 
father in an abyss of torments, imploring her assistance.  At the sight of the pitiful state his soul was in, she 
melted into tears, cast herself down at the feet of her heavenly spouse, and begged Him, through His 
precious Blood, to free her father from his excruciating sufferings. She also begged St. Catherine to 
intercede for him, and then turning to our Lord, said: “Charge me, Lord, with my father’s indebtedness to 
Thy justice. In expiation of it, I am ready to take upon myself all the afflictions Thou art pleased to impose 
upon me.”  Our Lord graciously accepted this act of heroic charity, and released at once her father's soul 
from purgatory.  But heavy, indeed, were the crosses which she, from that time forth, had to suffer.
     This pious sister seemed to have good reason to believe that her father’s soul was in Paradise. Yet she 
was mistaken. Alas! how many are there who resemble her in this.  How many are there whose hope as to 
the condition of their deceased friends is far vainer and more false than that of this sister, because they pray 
less for the souls of their departed friends than she did for her father.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next: 

December 2
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

“Kneel down and render the tribute of 
your presence and devotion to Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament.  Confide all your 
needs to Him, along with those of others.  
S p e a k w i t h H i m w i t h f i l i a l 
abandonment, give Him free rein to your 
heart, and give Him complete freedom to 
work in you as He thinks best.” 
      ~ St. Padre Pio

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Nov 07
Weekday
NO MASS

Tuesday, Nov 08
Weekday
NO MASS

Wednesday, Nov 09
The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica (feast)
NO MASS

Thursday, Nov 10
St. Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor (obl)
NO MASS

Friday, Nov 11
St. Martin of Tours, Bishop (obl)
NO MASS

Saturday, Nov 12
St. Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr (obl)
9:00am (P) NO MASS
5:00pm (T) Tekavec Family † (ANTICIPATED)

Sunday, Nov 13
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Virginia Ferruso Wilson †
11:00am (P)  People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Thirty-second Week of Ordinary Time


