
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE - November 20, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Nov 13, 2022

PRO-LIFE
CORNER

Abortion and euthanasia are crimes 
which no human law can claim to 

legitimize.

-Pope St. John Paul II

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE

“Jesus honored Mary 
before all ages, and 
will honor her for 
all ages. No one 
comes to Him, 
nor even near 
Him, no one is 
saved or 
sanctified, if he 
too will not honor 
her. This is the lot 
of Angels and of 
men.”

~St. Maximilian 
Kolbe

The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off three 
baskets packed with Christmas goods.  Donations for 
the baskets can be dropped off at the Parish office or in 
the confession room before November 27th. Tickets are 
available in the back of both churches for $5 each.  
Baskets will be on display the first week of December.  
Tickets must be turned in to Emily or Anita by 
December 9th.

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Nov 20 - Holy Hour of Reparation after 11am Mass in Parsons
Nov 22 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6pm in Thomas
Nov 24 - Thanksgiving Day Mass at 9am

THANKSGIVING DINNER 2022
It’s time for the 2022 Thanksgiving Dinner for the 
people of the Davis and Thomas area.  This year there 
will be the option to eat in as well as take outs and 
deliveries only in Thomas and Davis.  This Ecumenical 
work will be hosted, again, in the St. Thomas Center. 
Volunteers and donations are very much appreciated. 
Please bring food donations to the St. Thomas Center 
by 9:30am on Thanksgiving morning, November 25. 
Volunteers to help prepare and serve the meals should 
be available at 10:00am.  People are needed to deliver 
meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-Benbush area and 
Pineview apartments and as dishwashers and clean up. 
Please call Kathy & Pat Kotten (866-6243).

St. Thomas:  $3,252.58
Archdiocese of the Military: $305.74

Attendance: 5pm - 49; 9am - 42

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,131.00
Archdiocese of the Military: $275.00

Attendance: 11am - 50        

BAKE SALE THANK YOU
The Society of St. Thomas Women would like to thank 
all who made our bake sale a success.  Special thanks to 
all the ladies who generously donated the items.  
Everything was delicious!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEETING
Due to extremely inclement weather on Tuesday, the 
Knights of Columbus meeting was canceled and 
rescheduled for this Tuesday, November 22nd.  If you 
are a member of the Knights, please attend.  We will be 
discussing the Christmas party.

HELP MOVING FOOD PANTRY
On December 3 your help is needed to move food from 
the Food Pantry in Davis to its temporary location at the 
Lutheran church in Davis.  If you are able to help, 
please meet at 340 William Ave, Davis at 10am.



A Note from Father Grassi
My Dear Friends in Tucker County!
     I wanted to express my heartfelt gratitude for all the cards, Masses, prayers, and sacrifices that you 
offered over the past weeks since my dear mother died.  The donations sent to my Mom’s home parish of St. 
Anthony of Padua in Endicott, NY were extraordinary.  As you may remember, one of my mother’s favorite 
things to do was to cook and to feed as many people as possible.  Thanks to all of you, it seems that her 
legacy lives on because of the ways your contributions will provide for those needing food.  She loved 
visiting with all of the people in Tucker County on her annual visits.  She would ask about so many of you 
even in the weeks before she died.  She always said she never met nicer people than those she met in West 
Virginia.  In case any of you sent donations directly to St. Anthony’s Food Bank and I did not send you an 
individual thank you, it is because they were not clear in identifying all the donations individually and 
sending the names of each individual.  Please know that your contributions are very much appreciated even 
if I don’t know all the names!  
     Your warmth and kindness to this most unworthy servant reminds me of the passage from Isaiah 41:10, 
“Fear not for I am with you, be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I 
will uphold you with my victorious right hand.”  Indeed, for me, during this time of sadness, His victorious 
right hand took shape in your reaching out to me!  All of your kindnesses have been a reminder that I am in 
God’s care and you have proved that!  May Jesus, Mary and Joseph embrace you for such goodness to me.

In Corde Jesu et Mariae, 
     Fr. Grassi

The Kingdom of Heaven is for the Childlike
from Counsels and Reminiscences of Soeur Thérèse, the Little Flower of Jesus

     This simple counsel, loving trust in Jesus, was given by St. Thérèse of the Lisieux to one of her novices in 
the convent, who reminisces, “In imitation of our saintly Mistress [Thérèse], I also wished never to grow up; 
she called me therefore ‘the little one,’ and during a retreat she wrote to me the following notes: 

       Do not fear to tell Jesus that you love him, even though you may not feel that love.  In this way 
you will compel Him to come to your aid, and to carry you like a little child who is too weak to walk.
       It is indeed a great source of trial, when everything looks black, but this does not depend entirely 
on yourself.  Do all in your power to detach your heart from earthly cares, especially from creatures; 
then be assured Our Lord will do the rest. He could not permit you to fall into the abyss.  Be 
comforted, little one!  In Heaven everything will no longer look black, but dazzling white.  There all 
will be clothed in the Divine radiance of Our Spouse—the Lily of the Valley.  Together we will follow 
Him whithersoever He goeth. Meantime we must make good use of this life's brief day.  Let us give 
Our Lord pleasure, let us by self-sacrifice give Him souls! Above all, let us be little—so little that 
everyone might tread us underfoot without our even seeming to suffer pain. 
       I am not surprised at the failures of the little one; she forgets that in her rôle of missionary and 
warrior she ought to forgo all childish consolations.  It is wrong to pass one's time in fretting, instead 
of sleeping on the Heart of Jesus. 
       Should the little one fear the dark of the night, or complain at not seeing Him who carries her, let 
her shut her eyes.  It is the one sacrifice God asks.  By remaining thus, the dark will cease to terrify, 
because she will not see it, and before long, peace—if not joy—will reenter her soul.

Matthew 18:1-4
The disciples approached Jesus and said, “Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?”

He called a child over, placed it in their midst, and said, “Amen, I say to you: 
unless you turn and become like children, you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven. 
Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.”



The Last
Samuel Johnson’s Perspective on the Passing of Time

by Jonathan Mann
     When on the first Saturday of April, 1760, readers picked up Samuel Johnson’s highly popular periodical 
The Idler, as many had done week after week for the previous two years, this is what they read: “The Idler 
may therefore be forgiven, if he [imagines] what his readers will say or think when they are informed that 
they have now his last paper in their hands.”  Yes, Idler, No. 103, published on April 5, 1760, was the final 
issue of Johnson’s periodical.  The news was probably greeted with surprise. Reprint collections tend to 
dub this essay with such pithy titles, taken from its content, as “This Is the Last,” or even “Horrour of the 
Last.”
     Johnson’s reading public enjoyed his writings for reasons as numerous and varied as were his topics.  It 
is true that he was a scholar and critic of literature, and that he had single-handedly engineered an entire 
Dictionary of the English Language.  Yet the breadth of his appeal rested largely on other causes.  The man 
was genuine, practical, and friendly.  Larger than life, he was often seen in London’s restaurants and 
coffeehouses and at the homes of friends.  He would converse with both men and women, those his own 
age and those who were a generation younger.  He expressed his thoughts on family and friendship, goings-
on of Parliament and the crown, history, science, social and economic questions—anything of general 
interest.  His writings and conversations convey as much common sense as scholarship.  He thought things 
through and deftly spoke his mind. 
     James Boswell, the writer’s friend during his lifetime and later his biographer, offers rich glimpses into 
his disposition, which at certain times was playful, at others conscientious and tender.  While Johnson was 
working on his Dictionary, his former tutor Dr. William Adams asked, “Sir, how can you do this in three 
years? […] The French Academy, which consists of forty members, took forty years to compile their 
Dictionary.”  Johnson replied, “Sir, […] this is the proportion. Let me see; forty times forty is sixteen 
hundred.  As three to sixteen hundred, so is the proportion of an Englishman to a Frenchman.”  Boswell 
records a letter from his friend containing this insight: “The longer we live, and the more we think, the 
higher value we learn to put on the friendship and tenderness of parents and of friends. Parents we can 
have but once […].” 
     This observation, resonating with the drift of Idler, No. 103, introduces a field of reflection that 
frequently absorbed Johnson’s mind.  Life’s fleetingness and the importance of spending time well are 
themes which appear repeatedly in his works.  “We seldom learn the true want of what we have,” The Idler 
continues, “till it is discovered that we can have no more.  This essay will, perhaps, be read with care even 
by those who have not yet attended to any other; and he that finds this late attention recompensed, will not 
forbear to wish that he had bestowed it sooner. […] There are few things not purely evil, of which we can 
say, without some emotion of uneasiness, ‘this is the last.’”  
     Today, the Solemnity of Christ the King, is the last Sunday of the liturgical year.  It is fitting that, as the 
year comes to a close, the Church reminds us that earthly life, too, eventually ends for each one of us, who 
must afterwards render to our Divine King an account of how he or she has spent it.  Throughout the 
Church’s history, spiritual writers and liturgical prayers have seen in the close of each day and in the close 
of each year an analogy for the end of life and that of all time.  We are admonished to pause upon retiring 
each night, to call to mind the particular sins we have committed during the day and to make an act of 
contrition.  Similarly, at the end of the liturgical year, we are encouraged to evaluate in broader terms how 
the year has gone.  Am I closer to our Lord than I was a year ago?  Is my prayer life any stronger?  Have I 
worked on overcoming sinful habits?  Or on the other hand, have I gone backwards?  Have new sinful 
patterns appeared?  What is God calling me to do in order to improve?  While time lasts, God’s infinite 
mercy is always calling us back so that, no matter how greatly or how often we have fallen, we can spend 
eternity in our loving Father’s arms. 



     During the eighteenth century, Western society was rapidly devolving into its present secular condition.  
In addition to the other characteristics for which Samuel Johnson is remembered, he stands out against the 
backdrop of his era for having been a devout Christian.  Not common sense alone, but piety, too, emerges in 
his poems, essays, stories, diaries, and letters.  Boswell tells us, and Johnson’s diaries confirm, that he took 
stock of his spiritual life several times annually—including Easter, his birthday (Sept. 18), and the year’s 
end—and occasionally at other times. Strong though his devotion was, he did not find the Christian life 
easy.  In fact, his struggling humanity comes across in many of his letters and diary entries.  Here is a 
passage from The Life of Johnson in which Boswell quotes from his friend’s journal: 

On the 13th of [July, 1755] he wrote in his Journal the following scheme of life, for Sunday:
‘Having lived' (as he with tenderness of conscience expresses himself) 'not without an 
habitual reverence for the Sabbath, yet without that attention to its religious duties which 
Christianity requires;
1. To rise early, and in order to do it, to go to sleep early on Saturday.
2. To use some extraordinary devotion in the morning.
3. To examine the tenour of my life, and particularly the last week; and to mark my advances 
in religion, or recession from it.
4. To read the Scripture methodically with such helps as are at hand.
5. To go to church twice.
6. To read books of Divinity, either speculative or practical.
7. To instruct my family.
8. To wear off by meditation any worldly soil contracted in the week.’

     We also find in Johnson’s writings several self-accusations of failure in his resolutions, followed by pleas 
to God for the grace to improve.  He would consider whether or not he had controlled his appetites for food 
and drink, guarded against unclean thoughts, and worked to overcome laziness.  This is what he wrote in 
1764, quoted, again, in Boswell’s account of his life:

‘I have now spent fifty-five years in resolving; having, from the earliest time almost that I 
can remember, been forming schemes of a better life.  I have done nothing. The need of doing, 
therefore, is pressing, since the time of doing is short.  O GOD, grant me to resolve aright, 
and to keep my resolutions, for JESUS CHRIST’S sake.  Amen.’

     April 5, 1760, the day of the final issue of The Idler, was Holy Saturday.  Thus, its publication coincided 
with the commemoration of our Lord’s Passion, death, and Resurrection.  Here is what its readers found in 
its final paragraph:

As the last Idler is published in that solemn week which the Christian world has always set 
apart for the examination of the conscience, the review of life, the extinction of earthly 
desires and the renovation of holy purposes, I hope that my readers are already disposed to 
view every incident with seriousness, and improve it by meditation; and that when they see 
this series of trifles brought to a conclusion, they will consider that by outliving the Idler, 
they have past weeks, months, and years which are now no longer in their power; that an 
end must in time be put to every thing great as to every thing little; that to life must come its 
last hour, and to this system of being its last day, the hour at which probation ceases, and 
repentance will be vain; the day in which every work of the hand, and imagination of the 
heart shall be brought to judgment, and an everlasting futurity shall be determined by the 
past.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next: 

December 2
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

“Eucharistic adoration is the greatest of 
actions. To adore is to share the life of 
Mary on earth when she adored the 
Word Incarnate in her virginal womb, 
when she adored Him in the Crib, on 
Calvary, in the divine Eucharist” 
      ~ St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Nov 21
The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (obl)
NO MASS - in priavate Thomas Holtz

Tuesday, Nov 22
St. Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr (obl)
5:00pm (T) Helen Lynch

Wednesday, Nov 23
St. Clement I, Pope and Martyr (opt);
Bl. Miguel Agustín Pro, priest and martyr (opt);
St. Columban, Abbot (opt)
9:00am (P) Gene Randolph †

Thursday, Nov 24 - Thanksgiving
St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc, Priest, & Companions, Martyrs (obl)
9:00am (T) Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Wallace †

Friday, Nov 25
St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin and Martyr (opt)
5:00pm (T) Rhoda Kotten †

Saturday, Nov 26
Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday (opt)
9:00am (P) Joseph Delasko †
5:00pm (T) Moore & Fortini Families † (ANTICIPATED)

Sunday, Nov 27
Frist Sunday of Advent
9:00am (T) Martha Nichols †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Thirty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time


