
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - November 27, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Nov 20, 2022

PRO-LIFE
CORNER

Abortion and racism are both 
symptoms of a fundamental human 

error. The error is thinking that when 
someone stands in the way of our 
wants, we can justify getting that 

person out of our lives.

~Alveda King

ATTENTION SAINT THOMAS WOMEN

“Jesus honored Mary 
before all ages, and 
will honor her for 
all ages. No one 
comes to Him, 
nor even near 
Him, no one is 
saved or 
sanctified, if he 
too will not 
honor her. This 
is the lot of Angels 
and of men.”

~St. Maximilian 
Kolbe

Attention members of the Society of St. Thomas 
Women: we will be putting together the three 
Christmas baskets on Thursday, December 1st at 10am 
in the St. Thomas Center.  We will also be working on 
refreshing some of the existing Christmas decorations 
for the Church.  If you are able, please come help!
All tickets must be turned in by December 9th.

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Dec 01 - Christmas Basket assemby at 10am St. Thomas Center
Dec 04 - Holy Hour of Reparation after 11am Mass in Parsons

THANKS TO ALL
We would like to thank all who came forward to help 
in anyway for the Blackwater Ministerial Thanksgiving
Dinner.  We appreciate all you have done to make this 
event a success.  Thanks for your acts of charity for 
those in need. ~Kathy & Pat Kotten

St. Thomas:  $1,775.58
Attendance: 5pm - 31; 9am - 36

Our Lady of Mercy:  $787.00
Attendance: 11am - 45

KNIGHTS OF COLUBMUBS
CHRISTMAS PARTY

There are sign-up sheets in the back of both churches.  
All Knights and their wives are invited to the annual 
Knights of Columbus Christmas dinner.  The dinner 
will be on Sunday, December 11 with social hour at 
5pm dinner at 6pm.  Like last year, the dinner will be a 
modified potluck with Knights providing the main 
course.  This meal is free (donations will be accepted). 

2023 DONATION ENVELOPES
The envelopes for 2023 have not yet arrived.  The 
envelope company told us that they have had supply 
chain issues compounded with difficulty finding people 
willing to work and are very delayed.  There is no 
guarantee that the envelopes will be in by Christmas.

HOLY HOUR OF REPARATION
Next Sunday there there will be a Holy Hour of 
Reparation immediately following the 11am Mass.  We 
are doing it the first Sunday instead of the third 
because the third Sunday there will be a covered dish 
dinner after Mass and church decorating.

ADVENT ADORATION
On Wednesdays of Advent in Parsons from after 9am 
Mass until 5pm there will be adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament.  At 5pm we will conclude with benediction.  
There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church.



The Punishment and Joys of the Holy Souls in Purgatory
chapters 3-5 from A Treatise on Purgatory by Saint Catherine of Genoa

    All the pains of Purgatory arise from original or actual sin.  God created the soul pure, simple and clean of 
all stain of sin, with a certain beatific instinct towards Himself whence original sin, which the soul finds in 
itself, draws it away, and when actual [sin] is added to original sin, the soul is drawn yet further away.  The 
further it departs from its beatific instinct, the more malignant it becomes….
    There can be no good save by participation in God, Who meets the needs of irrational creatures as He 
wills and has ordained, never failing them, and answers to a rational soul in the measure in which He finds 
it cleansed of sin’s hindrance. When therefore a soul has come near to the pure and clear state in which it 
was created, its beatific instinct discovers itself and grows unceasingly, so impetuously and with such fierce 
charity (drawing it to its last end) that any hindrance seems to this soul a thing past bearing.  The more it 
sees, the more extreme is its pain. 
    Because the souls in Purgatory are without the guilt of sin, there is no hindrance between them and God 
except their pain, which holds them back so that they cannot reach perfection.  Clearly they see the 
grievousness of every least hindrance in their way, and see too that their instinct is hindered by a necessity 
of justice: thence is born a raging fire, like that of Hell save that guilt is lacking to it.  Guilt it is which 
makes the will of the damned in Hell malignant, on whom God does not bestow His goodness and who 
remain therefore in desperate ill will, opposed to the will of God. 
    Hence it is manifest that there is perversity of will, contrary to the will of God, where the guilt is known 
and ill will persists, and that the guilt of those who have passed with ill will from this life to Hell is not 
remitted, nor can be since they may no longer change the will with which they have passed out of this life, 
in which passage the soul is made stable in good or evil in accordance with its deliberate will.  As it is 
written, “Ubi te invenero [wherever I find you],” that is in the hour of death, with the will to sin or 
dissatisfaction with sin or repentance for sin, “Ibi te judicabo [there I will judge you].”  Of which judgment 
there is afterwards no remission, as I will show: 
    After death free will can never return, for the will is fixed as it was at the moment of death.  Because the 
souls in Hell were found at the moment of death to have in them the will to sin, they bear the guilt 
throughout eternity, suffering not indeed the pains they merit but such pains as they endure, and these 
without end.  But the souls in Purgatory bear only pain, for their guilt was wiped away at the moment of 
their death when they were found to be ill content with their sins and repentant for their offences against 
divine goodness.  Therefore their pain is finite and its time ever lessening, as has been said. 
    O misery beyond all other misery[….]  O how dangerous is sin committed in malice!  Hardly does a man 
repent him thereof, and without repentance he will bear its guilt for as long as he perseveres, that is for as 
long as he wills a sin committed or wills to sin again.
    The souls in Purgatory have wills accordant in all things with the will of God, who therefore sheds on 
them His goodness, and they, as far as their will goes, are happy and cleansed of all their sin.  As for guilt, 
these cleansed souls are as they were when God created them, for God forgives their guilt immediately who 
have passed from this life ill content with their sins, having confessed all they have committed and having 
the will to commit no more.  Only the rust of sin is left them and from this they cleanse themselves by pain 
in the fire.  Thus cleansed of all guilt and united in will to God, they see Him clearly in the degree in which 
He makes Himself known to them, and see too how much it imports to enjoy Him and that souls have been 
created for this end.  Moreover, they are brought to so uniting a conformity with God, and are drawn to Him 
in such wise, His natural instinct towards souls working in them, that neither arguments nor figures nor 
examples can make the thing clear as the mind knows it to be in effect and as by inner feeling it is 
understood to be.  I will, however, make one comparison which comes to my mind.

November is the month dedicated to the poor souls in Purgator.  Pray for the poor souls in Purgatory!
Have Mass offered for them!  They are the best, most failthful friends you can have!



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next: 

December 2
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

“Eucharistic adoration is the greatest of 
actions.  To adore is to share the life of 
Mary on earth when she adored the 
Word Incarnate in her virginal womb, 
when she adored Him in the Crib, on 
Calvary, in the divine Eucharist” 
      ~ St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Nov 28
Advent Weekday
7:30am (T) Souls in Purgatory †

Tuesday, Nov 29
Advent Weekday
5:00pm (T) Marianne Trana

Wednesday, Nov 30
St. Andrew, Apostle (feast)
9:00am (P) Gabriella Nix

Thursday, Dec 01
Advent Weekday
5:00pm (T) Sr. Electa Schmidt †

First Friday, Dec 02
Advent Weekday
4:00pm (P) ADORATION & BENEDICTION
5:00pm (P) Francesca Grasssi Zimmer †

First Saturday, Dec 03
St. Francis Xavier, Priest (obl)
9:00am (P) Tyler Sikarskie
5:00pm (T) Zizunas Family † (ANTICIPATED)

Sunday, Dec 04
Second Sunday of Advent
9:00am (T) James Manos †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
First Week of Advent


