
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT - December 11, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Dec 04, 2022

PRO-LIFE
CORNER

Abortion and racism stem from the 
same poisonous root, selfishness.

~Alveda King

“Let not your heart be 
disturbed!  Am I not 
here, I who am your 
mother?  Are you not 
under my protection?  
Am I not your 
health? Are you not 
happy within my 
fold?  What else do 
you wish?  Do not be 
grieved or disturbed 
by anything!”
~Our Lady of Guadalupe

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Dec 11 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after 11am Mass
Dec 11 - Knights of Columbus Christmas Dinner at 5pm
Dec 11 - Second Collection for Retirement Fund for Religious
Dec 13 - Society of St. Thomas Women meeting after 5pm Mass
Dec 14 - OLM Women’s Guild Christmas Party at 6pm
Dec 15 - Holy Hour of Reparation in Thomas at 4pm
Dec 18 - Covered Dish Dinner after 11am Mass in Parsons
Dec 20 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Parsons at 6pm

ST. THOMAS WOMEN’S MEETING
Attention St. Thomas Women: there will be a Society of 
St. Thomas Women’s meeting this Tuesday, December 
13th after the 5pm Mass in the St. Thomas Center.

St. Thomas:  $3,092.58
Attendance: 5pm - 37; 9am - 45

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,007.00
Attendance: 11am - 48

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY
There will be a second collection today for the 
Retirement Fund for Religious. Hundreds of religious 
communities in the United States lack financial 
resources sufficient to meet the needs of aging 
members. These communities face the monumental 
challenge of funding eldercare. Your donation offers 
vital support for elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests.

OLM WOMEN’S GUILD CHRISTMAS PARTY
This Wednesday, December 14th, the OLM Women’s 
Guild will have their annual Christmas Party from 6 to 
8pm.  Please bring your favorite snack and there will be  
games and a gift exchange (suggested $20 or less).

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS
Envelopes are in the back of 
both churches for those who 
would like to make donations 
towards Christmas flowers in 
memory of loved ones.

OUR LADY OF  MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD
Attention our Lady of Mercy Women: there will be a 
women’s guild meeting immediately after the 11am 
Mass today.

OLM COVERED DISH DINNER
The Our Lady of Mercy Christmas covered dish dinner 
and church decorating will be on Sunday, December 18, 
after the 11am Mass. We will have a very special guest 
in attendance!  Be sure to bring your kids!  All are 
invited to join us.

ADVENT ADORATION
There will be adoration on Wednesdays of Advent in 
Parsons after 9am Mass.   There is a sign-up sheet in the 
back of the church.  If you are unable to take an hour, it 
would be good to dwell in our Lord’s presence in the 
Blessed Sacrament even if for only 10 or 15 minutes.  He 
is not there for Himself, He is there for love of you!



Science Cannot Explain the Tilma of Our Lady of Guadalupe
by Catholic News Agency

     In 1531 a “Lady from Heaven” appeared to Saint Juan Diego, a poor Indian from Tepeyac, on a hill 
northwest of Mexico City.  She identified herself as the Mother of the True God and instructed him to have 
the bishop build a church on the site.  As a sign for the bishop, she left an image of herself imprinted 
miraculously on his tilma, a poor quality cactus-cloth.  The tilma should have deteriorated within 20 years 
but shows no sign of decay after over 470 years.  To this day it defies all scientific explanations of its origin. 
In the eyes of Our Lady of Guadalupe on the tilma, we can see reflected what was in front of her in 1531.  
Her message of love and compassion, and her universal promise of help and protection to all mankind, as 
well as the story of the apparitions, are described in the “Nican Mopohua,” a 16th century document written 
in the native Nahuatl language.
     There is reason to believe that at Tepeyac, Mary came in her glorified body, and her actual physical 
hands rearranged the roses in Juan Diego’s tilma, which makes this apparition very special.
     An incredible list of miracles, cures, and interventions are attributed to Our Lady of Guadalupe.  Each 
year an estimated 10 million people visit her Basilica, making her Mexico City home the most popular 
Marian shrine in the world, and the most visited Catholic church in the world after Saint Peter’s Basilica in 
the Vatican.
     There is no under sketch, no sizing and no protective over-varnish on the image.  Microscopic 
examination revealed that there were no brush strokes.  The image seems to increase in size and change 
colors due to an unknown property of the surface and substance of which it is made.  According to Kodak of 
Mexico, the image is smooth and feels like a modern-day photograph. (Produced 300 years before the 
invention of photography.)
     The image has consistently defied exact reproduction, whether by brush or camera.  Several images can 
be seen reflected in the eyes of the Virgin.  It is believed to be the images of Juan Diego, Bishop Juan de 
Zummaraga, Juan Gonzales-the interpreter and others.  The distortion and place of the images are identical 
to what is produced in the normal eye, which is impossible to obtain on a flat surface.  The stars on Our 
Lady’s Mantle coincide with the constellation in the sky on December 12, 1531.  All who have scientifically 
examined the image of Our Lady over the centuries confess that its properties are absolutely unique and so 
inexplicable in human terms that the image can only be supernatural.
     Altogether, 24 popes have officially honored Our Lady of Guadalupe.  His Holiness Blessed John Paul II 
visited her Sanctuary four times: on his first apostolic trip outside Rome as Pope in 1979, and again in 1990, 
1999 and 2002.
     The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is celebrated on December 12th. In 1999, Blessed John Paul II, in his 
homily given during the Solemn Mass at the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, his third visit to the 
sanctuary, declared the date of December the 12th as a Liturgical Holy Day for the whole continent.  During 
the same visit Pope John Paul II entrusted the cause of life to her loving protection, and placed under her 
motherly care the innocent lives of children, especially those who are in danger of not being born.

     The image of Our Lady of Guadalupe is one of the most beautiful images to ever exist.  Its miraculous 
qualities and the miracles which have come about through the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe are a 
concrete sign to us the Blessed Virgin Mary’s maternal care for us, her unworthy children.  In a special way, 
she is our patroness because of Pope Saint John Paul II’s entrustment of the Americas to her.
     Considered under a different aspect, it is noteworthy that a few short years after the Protestant Revolt 
tore a large wound in the Mystical Body of Christ - which is the Catholic Church - our Lady herself brought 
about a mass conversion of the Native Americans to replace, as it were, those members who had been torn 
from the Church.  Maybe someday we can take a fieldtrip to Guadalupe to honor our Lady!  ~Fr. Smay



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next: 

January 6
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Thomas

Adoration

“Eucharistic adoration is the greatest of 
actions.  To adore is to share the life of 

Mary on earth when she adored the 
Word Incarnate in her virginal womb, 
when she adored Him in the Crib, on 

Calvary, in the divine Eucharist” 
      ~ St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Dec 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe (feast)
7:30am (T) Intentions of the Immaculate Heart of Mary for 

all who live within or frequent our parish

Tuesday, Dec 13
St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr (obl)
5:00pm (T) Cheryl Harp & Teresa Shuter

Wednesday, Dec 14
St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church (obl)
9:00am (P) Maggie DeMotto †

Thursday, Dec 15
Advent Weekday
4:00pm (T) HOLY HOUR OF REPARATION
5:00pm (T) George (Yiorgo) Lynch

Friday, Dec 16
Advent Weekday
No Mass 

Saturday, Dec 17
Advent Weekday
9:00am (P) Persecuted and Tortured Christians Worldwide
5:00pm (T) Don Woods † (ANTICIPATED)

Sunday, Dec 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00am (T) Aniyah Nick
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Third Week of Advent


