
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Pastor:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - December 18, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Dec 11, 2022

PRO-LIFE
CORNER

Abortion and racism stem from the 
same poisonous root, selfishness.

~Alveda King

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Dec 18 - Covered dish dinner and church decorating after Mass
Dec 20 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Parsons at 6pm
Dec 22 - Holy Hour of Reparation at 4pm in Thomas
Dec 24 - Christmas choral program in Parsons at 5:30pm 

followed by Mass at 6pm
Dec 24 - Christmas choral program in Thomas at 11:30pm 

followed by Mass at midnight

St. Thomas:  $1,194.58
Retirement Fund for Religious: $410.39

Immaculate Conception: $240.83
Attendance: 5pm - 42; 9am - 45

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,156.00
Retirement Fund for Religious: $245.00

Immaculate Conception: $175.00
Attendance: 11am - 54

HOLY HOUR OF REPARATION

CHRISTMAS COVERED DISH

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF WV

The Our Lady of Mercy Christmas covered dish dinner 
will be today, Sunday Dec. 18 immediately following 
the 11am Mass in Parsons.  ALL are invited to attend!

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE

The second collection on Christmas will be for Catholic 
Charities West Virginia.  This collection helps provide 
services to impoverished West Virginians, including 
food, clothing, shelter, and substance abuse treatment.

The Society of St. Thomas Women would like to say 
Thank You to all who supported our Christmas raffle 
by donating such beautiful items and/or by 
participation in other ways.  The proceeds will be used 
to benefit our parish needs. 
The basket winners are:  

Small basket: Ginnie Silski
Medium basket: Ginnie Silski
Large basket: Donald Moore

The winners of the four bonus drawings are:
First: Lois Nelson Third: Father Grassi
Second: Joe Dumire Fourth: Mary Layton

We would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas!

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Come and adore Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament! 

Sign up for Adoration during Advent!
Wednesdays at Our Lady of Mercy 
10:00am until benediction at 5pm

LAST CHANCE TO ADORE 
JESUS BEFORE CHRISTMAS

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS
Envelopes are in the back of both 

churches for those who would like to 
make donations towards Christmas 
flowers in memory of loved ones.

Due to the inclement weather on Thursday the 15th 
there will be a “makeup” Holy Hour of Reparation this 
Thursday, the 22nd. 



What is Eucharistic Adoration and what to do during Eucharistic Adoration
an excerpt from a guide to Eucharistic Adoration by Catholic World Mission

     The Adoration of the Holy Eucharist, or Eucharistic Adoration, is an opportunity for the faithful to pray 
to Jesus Christ before the Eucharist at their local parish.  The term “the faithful” refers to Catholics who 
wish to express and deepen their love of Christ.  But what makes praying during Eucharistic Adoration any 
different than the prayers you say throughout your daily life?
     True, you can pray to God anywhere.  God is omnipresent, which means He is everywhere at all times. 
As the Word of God says in Proverbs 15:3, “The eyes of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch on the 
evil and the good.”  God is always near, and thus, you can always enter into His presence in prayer. 
     God is also omniscient, which means He knows everything, including your thoughts. King David says in 
Psalm 139:1-4, “Lord, You have probed me, you know me: You know when I sit and stand; You understand 
my thoughts from afar. You sift through my travels and my rest; with all my ways You are familiar. Even 
before a word is on my tongue, Lord, You know it all.”
     God’s omnipresence and omniscience are both wonderful truths that Catholics can take comfort in every 
day, whether at home, work or worshipping at your local parish.  But Eucharistic Adoration differs from 
your daily prayers in one key aspect.  Catholics believe the body, blood, soul and divinity are substantially 
present in the Eucharist.  In other words, when you participate in Eucharistic Adoration, you pray and 
worship Jesus in a more intimate, present and real way.

What Do You Do During Adoration?
     Once you’ve decided to go to Eucharistic Adoration, the next common question to answer is what you 
should or can do while there.  Catholics of all ages who attend Eucharistic Adoration for the first time feel at 
a loss regarding what they should be doing.  Should you sit or stand? Should you kneel like the person in 
the seat next to you?  Is it OK that one person is reading while another seems to be writing something in a 
notebook?
     Questions like these are normal….  What matters is that you have the desire and intention to attend 
Eucharistic Adoration to deepen your walk with Jesus Christ and experience His presence in your life in a 
new way….  Below, you’ll find a list of acceptable actions you can take so you can enter the presence of 
Jesus with confidence and humility and experience the blessing of the Adoration of the Eucharist.

Be There
     One of the most foundational things you can do in regards to Eucharistic Adoration is to “be there.”  The 
first step is always to show up…  There are no specific rules about what you should do during Eucharistic 
Adoration.  Just “be there” in Jesus’ presence.  Reflect on His work on the cross and adore Him for all He 
has done for you and humankind.  That would be a time of Eucharistic Adoration well-spent. 

Pray the Rosary
     Many Catholics use their time in Eucharistic Adoration to pray the Rosary.  The Rosary offers a helpful 
way to spend a large chunk of time in prayer while meditating on various mysteries of the Catholic faith….

Write in a Prayer Journal
     For many Catholics, memorizing prayers and knowing how to pray can seem hard….  The act of writing 
allows their inner thoughts to come forth and can help them process their true feelings about a certain 
matter…. You can make a list of requests, blessings and situations in your life, and you’ll have them forever 
to look back on and see how God answered you. 

Pray on Your Own
     Another great activity you can participate in during Eucharistic Adoration is praying on your own. 
Simply bow before Jesus and pray as the Holy Spirit leads you. You can approach God in prayer without 
planning anything in advance or having something memorized. Talk to Jesus like you would if you were in 
His presence — because you are. As a result, you can experience your prayer life grow....
[Reading is also a good way to spend time in Adoration: the Bible, a good spiritual book, or meditations]



AN EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE
Confession is your chance to ask God for forgiveness and receive His mercy. Before you enter 
the confessional, take a few moments to gather your thoughts and think about what you may 
have done to hurt others and what you can do better as a Christian. A sincere Confession is a 
chance to renew your soul and open yourself to the Grace of God. The following questions are 
to help you reflect upon what you need mercy for.

• Have I rejected or neglected my faith?

• Have I refused to defend my faith, or been embarrassed of it?  Is there any aspect of my 
faith that I have rejected?

• Have I taken the Lord’s name in vain?  Have I experimented with the occult, used a 
ouija board or put my trust in fortunetellers or horoscopes or tarot cards?  Have I shown 
disrespect for any holy things, places or people?

• Have I skipped Mass on Sundays or Holy Days of Obligation?

• Have I received Holy Communion with a grave sin on my conscience?  Or without 
proper reverence and thanksgiving?

• Have I been disrespectful to my parents?  Have I neglected my duties as a parent or 
spouse?

• Have I been impatient, angry or jealous?  Have I fostered resentments or been 
unwilling to forgive?

• Have I been verbally or physically violent with others?  Have I gossiped or listened to 
gossip?

• Have I taken part in or encouraged abortion, the destruction of human embryos, 
euthanasia or any other means of taking human life?

• Have I been hateful or judgmental in thoughts or deeds?  Have I looked down on 
others?  Have I spoken badly about others, engaging in gossip?

• Have I consumed alcohol excessively or taken drugs?

• Have I looked at immodest videos or websites or read immodest books?  Have I been 
involved in impure behavior with myself or with someone else?  Am I living with 
someone as if I were married when I am not?  Have I deliberately entertained impure 
thoughts?



“Those who trust in themselves 
and in their own merits are, as it were, blinded by 

their ego and their heart is hardened in sin. Those, on the other 
hand, who recognise that they are weak and sinful entrust themselves 

to God and obtain from him grace and forgiveness. It is precisely this message 
that must be transmitted: what counts most is to make people understand that in 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation, whatever the sin committed, if it is humbly recognised 
and the person involved turns with trust to the priest- confessor, he or she never fails to 

experience the soothing joy of God’s forgiveness.”
~Pope Benedict XVI

“The Church accompanies us on our journey of conversion for the whole of our lives and 
calls us to experience reconciliation in its communal and ecclesiastical dimension. We 

receive forgiveness through the priest. Through his ministry, God has given us a brother 
to bring us forgiveness in the name of the Church…. Let us then remember always 
that God never tires of forgiving us. Let us truly value this sacrament and rejoice 

in the gift of pardon and healing that comes to us through the 
ministry of priests.”

~Pope Francis

• If I am married: do I seek to love my spouse above all else?  Was I unfaithful in 
thought, word, or deed?  Do I put my marriage first?  My children?  Am I open to 
welcoming new life?  Have I done, taken or used something to prevent it?

• If I am a husband: do I love my wife with a sacrificial love, placing my own wants 
and desires behind what is truly good for my wife and family?
If I am a wife: do I show respect to my husband?

• Do I let my work occupy time and energy that family and friends deserve?  Have I 
been proud or selfish in my thoughts or actions?

• Have I neglected the poor and those in need?

• Have I spent money on my own personal comfort and luxury forgetting my 
responsibilities to others and the Church?

• Have I given in to laziness?  Have I preferred physical comfort to service of others?

• Have I neglected the responsibility to bring others closer to God through example 
and word?



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next: 

January 6
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Thomas

Adoration

“Eucharistic adoration is the greatest of 
actions.  To adore is to share the life of 

Mary on earth when she adored the 
Word Incarnate in her virginal womb, 
when she adored Him in the Crib, on 

Calvary, in the divine Eucharist” 
      ~ St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,

Sarah Nickel, & Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Dec 19
Advent Weekday
NO MASS

Tuesday, Dec 20
Advent Weekday
5:00pm (T) William S. Przybysz †

Wednesday, Dec 21
St. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church (comm)
9:00am (P) Michael Durkin †

Thursday, Dec 22
Advent Weekday
4:00pm (T) HOLY HOUR OF REPARATION
5:00pm (T) Alice Staron & Caroline Staron †

Friday, Dec 23
St. John of Kanty, Priest (commemoration)
5:00pm (T) M. Loupie Lambruno †

Saturday, Dec 24
Christmas Eve
9:00am (P) Alice Staron and Caroline Staron †
6:00pm (P) People of the Parish (VIGIL)
12 midnight (T) People of the Parish

Sunday, Dec 25
The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ – Christmas Day
9:00am (T) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Fourth Week of Advent


