
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Pastor:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST - December 25, 2022

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Dec 18, 2022

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Jan 01 - Mary the Mother of God
Jan 01 - Ask Father CANCELLED
Jan 08 - Epiphany pot luck dinner after the 11am Mass
Jan 15 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after the 11am Mass
Jan 17 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Thomas at 6pm

St. Thomas:  $1,042.00
Attendance: 5pm - 27; 9am - 24

Our Lady of Mercy:  $763.00
Attendance: 11am - 46

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF WV

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

The second collection today will be for Catholic 
Charities West Virginia.  This collection helps provide 
services to impoverished West Virginians, including 
food, clothing, shelter, and substance abuse treatment.

an unplanned pregnancy
BROUGHT US OUR SAVIOR

We would like to thank everyone who gave so 
generously towards our Christmas flowers this year.
The flowers adorning the altar at St. Thomas Aquinas 
this Christmas season are in memory of:  Eugene & 
Virginia Wilson, the loving parents of John & Titi Ferguson, 
Gene Randolph, Wallace & Castaldo Families, Kotten & 
Studer families, Guido & Edith DiBacco, Virginia & Rudolph 
Flanagan, Fred & Jennie Pratt, Avona & Pratt families.
The flowers adorning the altar at Our Lady of Mercy 
this Christmas season are in memory of :  Naden & Joel 
Goughnour, Arley & Frances Mason, Lela & Ben Long, Nina 
Johnson, Leo & Minnie Sikarskie, Joseph & Irene DiBacco, 
Corey Joseph Leech, Jerry DiBacco, Tom DiBacco, Martha & J. 
Pat Nichols.

“May you be filled with 
the wonder of Mary,

the obedience of Joseph, 
the joy of the angels,

the eagerness of the shepherds,
the determination of the magi,

and the peace of the Christ child. 
Almighty God, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit bless you 
now and forever.”

-Ray Pritchard

WITH SYMPATHY
We would like to express our 
sympathy to the family of Sue Ann 
Silk. Sue died this past Tuesday, 
December 20th. Her funeral Mass will 
be held at Our Lady of Mercy Church 
this Wednesday, December 28th at 
11:00am. A funeral luncheon will 
follow in the social hall.
Please pray for the repose of her soul and 
for the consolation of the loved ones she 
left behind.

*Please note change in Mass 
schedule on Tuesday and 
Wednesday due to the funeral.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!



Merry Christmas to Everyone!
     To my beloved fellow sojourners to the Father’s house and home, Merry Christmas!  To all of you 
who have sent me cards or given me cookies or various and sundry other gifts: thank you!  I am 
working on sending each of you a note but am a bit behind, especially as the number of things 
increases just as my amount of free time decreases.  Hopefully I haven’t misplaced any cards or 
somehow omitted responding to any of you.  I take solace in the fact that I will not be late in sending 
anyone Christmas greetings for another couple weeks since I have an entire season in which to send 
Christmas greetings!
     I would like to take a bit of space here to express my gratitude to those people who help make this 
Parish function.  Ultimately in this parish I am responsible for everything from the heat and the roof 
to the administration of the Sacraments, to the weekly bulletin and the music and everything in 
between.  Of course I have a lot of help.  These churches do not decorate themselves.  Many of you 
give generously of your time to take care of the flowers, the altar linens (washing the altar linens is 
usually a thankless task), changing lightbulbs and candles, cleaning, helping set up for Mass, 
helping clean up after Mass, decorating the churches, serving at the altar, serving as a reader, putting 
on funeral brunches and luncheons, helping with parish dinners and pot-lucks, doing minor 
maintenance on the various buildings, being members of the choir and probably a lot of things that I 
am forgetting.  To all of you who help out in various ways: thank you!
     I would also like to take a moment to recognize and thank Jonathan Mann for serving as organist 
and choir director.  We are truly blessed to have a competent organist here, even if he is in the habit 
of holding the last note a bit long.  I’m especially grateful that Jonathan puts up with me for a boss 
and also that he, on occasion, shares his theological knowledge with the rest of us.  I’d also like to 
thank Cindy Goughnour (I prefer to stick with “Mrs. G”) and Melinda Siler for their help in the 
office.  It is to their credit that there is running water and gas for the boilers and electricity for the 
lights.  Probably without them the bills would never get paid and I’d be out of a job pretty quickly!
     My apologies if this is a bit of a downer, I would ask that you remember in your prayers especially 
those who are mourning the loss of a loved one.  These people are always on my mind at this time of 
year because the holidays can be difficult for those who are grieving (and possibly because I lost my 
beloved grandfather just a few days before Christmas 22 years ago).  There is all this “holiday cheer” 
and being surrounded by that can make grief more intense and the holidays can also cause a sense of 
isolation.  If you know someone who has lost a loved one in the last year and is navigating the 
Christmas season for the first time without their loved one, in addition to praying for them it could 
be an act of charity to drop them a note or giving them a call to let them know that you are thinking 
of them.  I will add, we should not forget to pray for the repose of the souls in purgatory in general 
and for the souls of our loved ones in particular.
     Finally, let’s not forget that we are celebrating the birth of our Savior.  When everything settles on 
Christmas afternoon, or on December 26th, it is truly right and just for us to turn to our Father in 
thanksgiving for sending us His Son, Jesus Christ, to save us from sin and death and make heaven 
possible for us again.  God love you and keep the Faith!



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next: 

January 6
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Thomas

Adoration

“Eucharistic adoration is the greatest of 
actions.  To adore is to share the life of 

Mary on earth when she adored the 
Word Incarnate in her virginal womb, 
when she adored Him in the Crib, on 

Calvary, in the divine Eucharist” 
      ~ St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, 
Sarah Nickel, Robert Wheeler, 

& Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Dec 26
St. Stephen, the first Martyr (Feast)
NO MASS

Tuesday, Dec 27
St. John, Apostle & Evangelist (Feast)
4:30pm (T) Pat & Kathy Kotten 

Wednesday, Dec 28
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs (Feast)
11:00am (P) Sue Ann Silk † (funeral Mass)

Thursday, Dec 29
Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
5:00pm (T) Moore & Fortini Families

Friday, Dec 30
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (Feast)
5:00pm (T) Garry G. Blunt †

Saturday, Dec 31
Seventh Day within the Octave 
of the Nativity of the Lord (opt)
9:00am (P) Frank Pittman †
5:00pm (T) Roberto Clemente † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Jan 01
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
9:00am (T) Souls in Purgatory †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ


