
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Pastor:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD - January 01, 2023

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Dec 25, 2022

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Jan 01 - Ask Father CANCELLED
Jan 08 - Epiphany pot luck dinner after the 11am Mass
Jan 15 - Holy Hour of Reparation after 11am Mass in Parsons
Jan 17 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Parsons at 6pm
Jan 19 - Holy Hour of Reparation at 4pm in Thomas

St. Thomas:  $2,833.66
Christmas: $685.00

Catholic Charities: $290.00
Attendance: midnight - 28; 9am - 35

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,055.00
Christmas: $465.00

Catholic Charities: $585.00
Attendance: 6pm - 67

EPIPHANY POT LUCK DINNER

UPDATE ON 2023 ENVELOPES

PRO-LIFE CORNER

My New Year’s 
resolution: 

Save as many 
mothers and babies 
from abortion 
as possible!

HAPPY NEW YEAR

2023 MASSES

Please join us next Sunday, January 8th, for a pot 
luck dinner immediately following the
11:00am Mass at Our Lady of Mercy 
Church.  All are welcome to attend.

The envelopes for 2023 still have not arrived.  The 
envelope company told us that the envelopes will be 
here by the end of January.  In the meantime, there are 
standard envelopes in the back of the church with your 
name and number on them.  Inside you will find 5 
individual envelopes, with your ID number, to use for 
the month of January. Please use them as you would 
your regular envelopes. We apologize for this 

It is that time of year again to schedule your 2023 
Masses if you haven’t already.  Please call the parish 
office on Monday or Friday (463-4488), or simply drop 
your Masses into the collection basket.
2 Maccabees 12:46 – It is therefore a holy and 
wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they may 
be loosed from sins.

Millions will utter sincere words on New Year’s Eve 
and Day, promising to do better this year.  Lists will be 
compiled - and promises made - to oneself, to others, 
and to God.  Sadly, many will not be kept.  These 
words attributed to Mark Twain too often ring true 
“New Year’s Day - now is the accepted time to make 
your regular annual good resolutions.  Next week you 
can begin paving hell with them as usual.”  But, this 
year can be different, if we turn to Jesus.  Jesus can 
make all things new within us - and then continues His 
work of making all things new through us.  Jesus alone 
can fulfill the desire which is really at the heart of the 
New Year’s celebrations, and help us, by His saving 
grace, to make them become reality.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
Thank you for persevering in prayer. The 
Rosary remains our strongest weapon.  
Please use it faithfully, daily, especially 
for reparation for sins committed against 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the 
consecration of Russia to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and for all those serving in 
our armed forces.

Total Rosaries for 9 weeks: 925
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 44,288



Meditation for January 1st: The Name of Jesus
by Saint Alphonsus Liguori

     The name of Jesus is a divine name, announced to Mary on the part of God by St. Gabriel: and thou 
shalt call His name Jesus (Luke 1:31).  For that reason it was called a name above all names (Phil. 2:9).  
And it was also called a name in which alone salvation is found: whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:12).
     This great name is likened by the Holy Spirit unto oil: Thy name is as oil poured out (Song of Songs 
1:2).  For this reason, says St. Bernard, that as oil is light, food, and medicine; so the name of Jesus is 
light to the mind, food to the heart, and medicine to the soul.
     It is light to the mind.  By this name the world was converted from the darkness of idolatry to the 
light of faith.  We who have been born in these regions, where before the coming of Christ all our 
ancestors were Gentiles, should all have been in the same condition had not the Messias come to 
enlighten us.  How thankful ought we not, then, to be to Jesus Christ for the gift of faith!  And what 
would have become of us if we had been born in Asia, in Africa, in America, or in the midst of heretics 
and schismatics?  He who believes not is lost: He that believeth not shall be condemned (Mark 16:16). 
And thus probably we also should have been lost.
     The name of Jesus is also food that nourishes our hearts; yes, because this name reminds us of what 
Jesus has done to save us.  Hence this name consoles us in tribulation, gives us strength to walk along 
the way of salvation, supplies us with courage in difficulties, and inflames us to love our Redeemer, 
when we remember what he has suffered for our salvation.
     Lastly, this name is medicine to the soul, because it renders it strong against the temptations of our 
enemies.  The devils tremble and fly at the invocation of this holy name, according to the words of the 
Apostle: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those that are in heaven, on earth, and 
under the earth (Philippians 2:10).  He who in temptation calls upon Jesus shall not fall; and he who 
constantly invokes him shall not fall, and shall be saved: Praising, I will call upon the Lord; and I shall 
be saved from my enemies (Psalm 27:4).  And who was ever lost, who when he was tempted invoked 
Jesus?  He alone is lost who does not invoke his aid, or who, whilst the temptation continues, ceases to 
invoke him.

Affections and Prayers
     Oh, that I had always called upon Thee, my Jesus; for then I should never have been conquered by 
the devil!  I have miserably lost Thy grace, because in temptation I have neglected to call Thee to my 
assistance.  But now I hope for all things through Thy holy name: I can do all things in Him who 
comforts me (Philippians 4:13).  Write, therefore, O my Saviour, write upon my poor heart Thy most 
powerful name of Jesus, so that, by having it always in my heart by loving Thee, I may have it always 
on my lips by invoking Thee, in all the temptations that hell prepares for me, in order to induce me to 
become again its slave, and to separate myself from Thee.  In Thy name I shall find every good.  If I 
am afflicted, it will console me when I think how much more afflicted Thou hast been than I am, and 
all for the love of me; if I am disheartened on account of my sins, it will give me courage when I 
remember that Thou earnest into the world to save sinners; if I am tempted, Thy holy name will give 
me strength, when I consider that Thou canst help me more than hell can cast me down; finally, if I 
feel cold in Thy love, it will give me fervor, by reminding me of the love that Thou bearest me.  I love 
Thee, my Jesus!  Thou are, and I trust Thou will always be, my only Love.  To Thee do I give all my 
heart, O my Jesus!  Thee alone will I love! Thee will I invoke as often as I possibly can.  I will die with 
Thy name upon my lips; a name of hope, a name of salvation, a name of love.  O Mary, if thou love me, 
this is the grace I beg of thee to obtain for me, the grace constantly to invoke thy name and that of thy 
Son; obtain for me that these most sweet names may be the breath of my soul, and that I may always 
repeat them during my life, in order to repeat them at my death with my last breath.  Jesus and Mary, 
help me; Jesus and Mary, I love you; Jesus and Mary, I recommend my soul to you.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next: 

February 3rd
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Parsons

Adoration

Let your door stand open to receive 
Him, unlock your soul to Him, offer 
Him a welcome in your mind, and 
then you will see the riches of 
simplicity, the treasures of peace, the 
joy of grace.  Throw wide the gate of 
your heart, stand before the sun of the 
everlasting light. - St. Ambrose

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, 
Sarah Nickel, Robert Wheeler, 

& Paul Wojtkowski

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Jan 02
Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen,
Bishops & Doctors of the Church (obl)
7:30am (T) Fr. John Duhaime †

Tuesday, Jan 03
The Most Holy Name of Jesus (opt)
5:00pm (T) Jenny Yeager †

Wednesday, Jan 04
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious (obl)
9:00am (P) Daniel Kelleher † 

Thursday, Jan 05
St. John Neumann, Bishop (obl)
5:00pm (T) Gene Randolph †

First Friday, Jan 06
St. André  Bessette, Religious (opt)
4:00pm (T) ADORATION & BENEDICTION
5:00pm (T) Edith DiBacco †

First Saturday, Jan 07
St. Raymond of Peñafort, Priest (opt)
9:00am (P) Francesca Grassi Zimmer †
5:00pm (T) Don Woods † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Jan 08
The Epiphany of the Lord (Sol)
9:00am (T) George Lynch Sr. †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
The Second Week of Christmas


