
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Pastor:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - February 05, 2023

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Jan 29, 2023

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Feb 05 - Ask Father after Mass in Parsons
Feb 12 - 2nd collection (Church Missions within the US)
Feb 12 - Women’s Guild meeting after Mass in Parsons
Feb 16 - Holy Hour of Reparation at 4pm in Thomas
Feb 19 - Mardi Gras covered dish dinner after Mass in 

Parsons
Feb 21 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6pm in Thomas

St. Thomas:  $1,553.58
Attendance:  5pm - 37; 9am - 75

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,260.00
Attendance: 11am - 54

ATTENTION LADIES

The Immaculate 
Heart of Mary

“Her maternal Heart 
protects & cherishes 
her devotees in a 
unique manner, 
having her eyes 
ever intently 
fixed upon 
them.”
St. John Eudes

LENT 2023

CHURCH MISSIONS WITHIN THE U.S.

Ash Wednesday is February 22nd this 
year.  That means that there are less 
than 3 weeks before Ash Wednesday.  
Now would be a good time to start 
thinking about what you want to do 
for Lent.  Taking note of various 
things in your day that you would

like to limit because they tend to distance you from 
God, or looking for small changes that you can make to 
your day so that you are more aware of God’s presence 
in your life.  Having noted (even literally) these things 
over the next 2 weeks, we can make a reasonable list of 
resolutions and make good use of the 40 days of Lent, 
which is a privileged time for growing closer to God.

The Diocese has consolidated a number of second 
collections.  On February 12 we will have a collection 
for Church Missions within the United States.  This 
collection was previously two seperate collections: 
1) Black and Indian Missions and 2) Catholic Home 
Missions Appeal.  The collection on February 12 will 
be divided equally for these two purposes.
I think the first of these is self explanatory.  The 
second, Catholic Home Missions, is a fund which the 
aim is helping and supporting poor dioceses in the 
United States.  There is a long and venerable tradition 
of more financially blessed Catholic Communities 
helping those who are of lesser means.  Thank you for 
your generosity!

The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will meet 
immediately following the 11am Mass in Parsons, in 
the social hall.  All ladies of the church are members of 
the Guild and are always invited to attend the 
meetings.



LEARNING THE FAITH IS AN OBLIGATION
By Matthew Plese January 5, 2023

     “For there is no other Name [than Jesus] under Heaven given to men, whereby we must be saved” 
(Acts 4:12), and yet, how many of us feel a pull on our hearts because of it?  How about when we hear 
St. Paul remind us elsewhere: “How then shall they call on Him, in whom they have not believed? Or 
how shall they believe Him, of whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear, without a 
preacher?”  (Romans 10:14) How often do we think about the vast numbers of souls who die each 
day? How many go to hell?  Recall the vision of countless souls falling into hell which Our Lady 
showed the children at Fatima.  Do we ever think to ourselves, “Is there anything that I can do to stop 
it?”
     In general, we live in a state of complete moral collapse and deterioration in Catholic belief.  
Rather than opening the Church to better confront and guide the modern Catholic, Vatican II and its 
aftermath have led to a continual downward spiral in Catholic belief.  Average Catholics should feel 
grief in their own souls as they see more Catholics fall away from the Faith and reject the one means 
given to us to be saved – Holy Mother Church.
     Since 1970, according to data analyzed from USCCB records, the number of students in religious 
education has decreased by 60%, adult baptisms have fallen by 68%, and the annual number of 
infant baptisms has fallen by 18%.  Furthermore, according to Sherry Weddell’s research published 
in Forming Intentional Disciples (Our Sunday Visitor, 2012), only 30% of Americans who were raised 
Catholic still practice the Faith, and 10% of all adults in the United States are fallen-away Catholics.
     In our modern age, it is easy to become distracted with the use of technology, the day-to-day 
responsibilities of life, and the physical demands placed on us each day.  How often do we step back 
and actually pray?  Do we make a sincere effort to attend Mass during the week, recite part of the 
Divine Office, get in our daily Rosary, or practice fifteen to thirty minutes of mental prayer a day?
     Do we at least keep all things in perspective and ensure that we are spending adequate time each 
day in practicing the Catholic Faith?  Our Lord Himself affirmed, “Heaven and earth shall pass, but 
My words shall not pass” (Matt. 24:35); yet modern man acts as if religion is a fable or at best 
something that, while true for some, applies to others and not himself.  We will all die. We will all be 
judged on our Faith.  And unbeknownst to the modern Catholic is the reality that neglecting the 
Sacraments and neglecting our faith formation– and that of our children – is a serious sin.
     Religious education is not an obligation for children alone.  As adults, it is our responsibility to 
continue learning our Faith in order to live it and spread it.  Our Lord Himself observed the Jewish 
law to the letter and affirmed that He had come to perfect, not abolish, the law (cf. Matt. 5:17).  And 
the law of charity imposes on us who have been given the grace to be Catholic the responsibility to 
spread the Faith.  Confirmed Catholics are called to admonish sinners, to instruct the ignorant, to 
raise children in the Catholic Faith, and to be a role model to others.  As King David exclaimed in the 
Psalms, “O how have I loved Thy law, O Lord!  it is my meditation all the day” (Ps. 118:97). But do 
we really love the Lord’s law?  Do we love it enough to set down the smart phone, the television 
remote, the credit card; turn off the football game on TV; and discontinue other comforts in order to 
pick up a copy of the Roman Catechism or the Lives of the Saints?
     The world – and the very Church herself – are in a state of unprecedented crisis, a crisis that is 
greatly exacerbated by the average lay Catholic failing to understand his religion.  It was only a few 
decades ago that the illustrious Archbishop Fulton Sheen remarked: “Who is going to save the 
Church?  Not our bishops, our priests and religious. It is up to the laity.  You have the minds, the 
eyes, the ears to save the Church.  Your mission is to see that your priests act like priests, your 
bishops act like bishops, and your religious act like religious.  ”But if he were on this earth today, I 
suspect he would weep for how little those in the Church seem to care about true doctrine.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next: 

March 3rd
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Thomas

Adoration

“Certainly, our Lord loves us 
passionately in the Eucharist; He 
loves us blindly without a thought 
for Himself, devoting Himself 
entirely for our good.  We should 
love Him as He loves us.”

~St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Sharon Martin 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, 
Sarah Nickel, Robert Wheeler,

Paul Wojtkowski & Dan Ingram

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Feb 06
St. Paul Miki & Companions, Martyrs (obl)
7:30am (T) Gloria Bluj †

Tuesday, Feb 07
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Poor Souls in Purgatory †

Wednesday, Feb 08
St. Jerome Emiliani (opt);
St. Josephine Bakhita, Virgin (opt)
9:00am (P) Frances & Arley Mason †

Thursday, Feb 09
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Wilbur & Isabel Killeen †

Friday, Feb 10
St. Scholastica, Virgin (obl)
5:00pm (P) C. G. “Swifty” Smay †

Saturday, Feb 11
Our Lady of Lourdes (opt)
9:00am (P) Leecy Faye Flanagan †
5:00pm (T) Gene Randolph † (ANTICIPATED)

Sunday, Feb 12
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Edith DiBacco †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time


