
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Pastor:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - February 12, 2023

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



PRO-LIFE CORNER
"You are called to stand up for life! To 
respect and defend the mystery of life 
always and everywhere, including the 
lives of unborn babies, giving real help 

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Feb 5, 2023

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Feb 12 - 2nd collection (Church Missions within the US)
Feb 12 - Women’s Guild meeting after Mass in Parsons
Feb 16 - Holy Hour of Reparation at 4pm in Thomas
Feb 19 - Mardi Gras covered dish dinner after Mass in 

Parsons
Feb 21 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6pm in Thomas
Feb 22 - Ash Wednesday (a day of fast and abstinence)

St. Thomas:  $2,031.58
Attendance:  5pm - 81; 9am - 49

Our Lady of Mercy:  $905.00
Attendance: 11am - 52

COME CELEBRATE MARDI GRAS

We need your input on a proposal to 
lease a small portion of the 
Knights of Columbus 
Community Park to the 
Blackwater Ministerial 
Association Food Pantry.  
The Food Pantry would be required to 
pay all costs associated with this 
proposed lease which would give the 
Food Pantry a permanent home.
Have your voice heard on this proposal 
by attending the next meeting on 
February 21st in Thomas at 6pm when 
we will have the regular Knights 
meeting and a Twenty-Ten Corporation 
special meeting.

LENT 2023

CHURCH MISSIONS WITHIN THE U.S.

Ash Wednesday is February 22nd.  Now 
would be a good time to start thinking 
about what you want to do for Lent.  In the 
coming days take note of various things in

your day that you would like to limit because they tend 
to distance you from God and look for small changes 
that you can make so that you can be more attentive to 
God.  Having noted these things over the next 10 days, 
we can make a reasonable list of resolutions and make 
good use of the 40 days of Lent.

The Diocese has consolidated a number of second 
collections.  On February 12th we will have a collection 
for Church Missions within the United States.  This 
collection was previously two seperate collections: 
1) Black and Indian Missions and 2) Catholic Home 
Missions Appeal which helps support poor dioceses in 
the United States.  The collection this weekend, 
February 11th and 12th will be divided equally 
between these two purposes.

SAINT MONICA PRAYER GROUP
There will be a holy hour of reparation in connection 
with the St. Monica Prayer Group in Thomas this 
Thursday at 4pm.  The Holy Hour in Parsons this 
month will be immediately after the 11am Mass on the 
last Sunday of the month, February 26th.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS AND 
TWENTY-TEN CORP MEETINGS

We will celebrate “Mardi Gras” with a festive potluck 
dinner immediately following the 11:00am Mass on 
Sunday, February 19th, at Our Lady of Mercy Church.  
Join us as we feast on delicious soups, sandwiches, 
finger foods and desserts prepared by our ladies.  All 
are welcome to join the fun and festivities.



The Importance of Silence
by Saint Alphonsus Liguori

While Saint Alphonsus wrote this with religious in mind, it is very much applicable to
all Christians.  It is good food for thought when considering what we will do for Lent.

     Silence is a great means of acquiring the spirit of prayer, and of disposing the soul to converse 
continually with God.  We rarely find a spiritual soul that speaks much.  All souls of prayer are 
lovers of silence that is called the guardian of innocence, the shield against temptations, and the 
fountain of prayer.  For by silence devotion is preserved, and in silence good thoughts spring up in 
the soul.  Saint Bernard says: “Silence and the absence of noise in a certain manner force the soul to 
think of God and of eternal goods.”  Hence, the saints fled to the mountains, to caves, and to deserts, 
in order to find this silence, and escape the tumults of the world, in which, as was said to Elijah, God 
is not found (3 Kings 19:11).  Theodosius the monk observed silence for thirty-five years.  Saint John 
the Silent, who gave up his bishopric and became a monk, observed silence for forty-seven years 
before his death; and all the saints, even they who were not solitaries, have been lovers of silence.  
Oh, how great the blessings that silence brings to the soul!  The prophet says that silence shall 
cultivate justice in the soul (Isaiah 32:17) for, on the one hand, it saves us from a multitude of sins by 
destroying the root of disputes, of detractions, of resentments, and of curiosity; and on the other, it 
makes us acquire many virtues.  How well does the nun practice humility who when others speak 
listens with modesty and in silence!  How well does she practice mortification by not yielding to her 
inclination or desire to tell a certain anecdote, or to use a witty expression suggested by the 
conversation!  How well does she practice meekness by remaining silent when unjustly censured or 
offended!  Hence the same holy prophet said: In silence and in hope shall be your strength (Isaiah 
30:15).  Your strength shall be in silence and in hope; for by silence we shun the occasions of sin, and 
by hope we obtain the divine aid to lead a holy life.
     But, on the other hand, immense evils flow from speaking too much.  In the first place, as 
devotion is preserved by silence, so it is lost by a multitude of words.  However recollected the soul 
may have been in prayer, if it afterwards indulge in long discourses it will find the mind as 
distracted and dissipated as if it had not made meditation.  Besides, the Holy Ghost tells us that in 
speaking too much we shall not fail to commit some fault.  In the multitude of words they shall not 
want sin (Proverbs 10:19).  While they speak and prolong conversation without necessity, certain 
persons think that they are not guilty of any defect; but if they carefully examine themselves they 
will find some fault against modesty, of detraction, of curiosity, or at least of superfluous words.  
Saint Mary Magdalene Pazzi used to say that a religious should speak only through necessity.  For 
religious are bound in a special manner to give an account of idle words, for which, according to our 
Savior, all men shall have to render account.  But I say unto you, that every idle word that men shall 
speak, they shall account for it in the day of judgment (Matthew 12:36).
     I have used the words to some defect; but when we speak too much we shall find that we have 
committed a thousand faults.  Saint James has called the tongue a universal evil: The tongue is . . . a 
world of iniquity (James 3:6).  For, as a learned author remarks, the greater number of sins arise from 
speaking or from listening to others.  Alas! how many nuns shall we see condemned on the day of 
judgment, on account of having had but little regard for silence!  And what is most to be deplored is, 
that the religious that dissipates her mind by intercourse with creatures, and by too much speaking, 
will never be able to see her defects, and thus she will go from bad to worse.  A man full of tongue 
shall not be established in the earth (Psalm 39:12).  The man that speaks too much shall walk without 
a guide, and therefore he shall fall into a thousand mistakes without the hope of ever perceiving 
them.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next: 

March 3rd
4:00 - 5:00pm

in Thomas

Adoration

“Certainly, our Lord loves us 
passionately in the Eucharist; He 
loves us blindly without a thought 
for Himself, devoting Himself 
entirely for our good.  We should 
love Him as He loves us.”

~St. Peter Julian Eymard

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Sharon Martin 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, 
Sarah Nickel, Robert Wheeler,

Paul Wojtkowski & Dan Ingram

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Feb 13
Weekday
7:30am (T) Ann Gills Kowalski †

Tuesday, Feb 14
St. Cyril, Monk and Methodius, Bishop (obl)
5:00pm (T) Helen Lynch

Wednesday, Feb 15
Weekday
9:00am (P) Helen & Patrick Silk †

Thursday, Feb 16
Weekday
4:00pm (T) HOLY HOUR OF REPARATION
5:00pm (T) The President and all elected officials

Friday, Feb 17
The Seven Holy Founder of the Servite Order (opt)
5:00pm (T) Francesca Grassi Zimmer †

Saturday, Feb 18
Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday (opt)
9:00am (P) James L. Flanagan †
5:00pm (T) Diane DiBacco † (ANTICIPATED)

Sunday, Feb 19
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish
11:00am (P) Margaret Kochenderfer Teranto †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Sixth Week in Ordinary Time


