
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Pastor:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT - March 05, 2023

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



PRO-LIFE CORNER
“It is absolutely insane that we as a 
people are debating whether or not 
babies should have the right to be 
born.”   ~ E. Luther Lunts Sr.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries!  The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations.  Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Feb 26, 2023

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Mar 05 - Ask Father cancelled
Mar 12 - 2nd collection for Diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund
Mar 12 - Daylight Savings Time Begins
Mar 12 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after Mass in Parsons
Mar 14 - St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 6pm in the social hall

St. Thomas:  $1,803.00
Ash Wednesday:  $372.00

Earthquake:  $394.00
Attendance:  5pm - 67; 9am - 37

Our Lady of Mercy:  $901.00
Ash Wednesday:  $285.00

Attendance: 11am - 55

REFLECTIONS OF THE ROSARY DURING LENT

A LENTEN SACRIFICE

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

THE SEASON OF LENT

While Fr. Smay is away, night prayer and 
Stations of the Cross will be offered on 
Wednesday, March 8th beginning at 5pm in 
Parsons and on Friday, March 10th 
beginning  at 5pm in Thomas.  

During Lent, the Knights of Columbus suggest one of 
these sacrifices: 
     1) 40 Cans of Food for the Food Pantry

or
     2) a Monetary donation, (suggested donation: $1 per day/

$40 for Lent.  Money can be dropped in the collection 
baskets in an envelope marked “Food Pantry”).

(Of course any amount of canned foods or money is 
greatly appreciated, the important thing is that all of us
can have the opportunity to practice the corporal works 
of mercy, one of which is feeding the Hungry.)

The annual Lenten Season is a fitting 
time to climb the holy mountain of 
Easter.
The character of the Lenten Season is 
to spiritually prepare for the paschal 
mystery.  Catholics are reminded of 
their Easter Duty—to receive Holy 
Communion during the Easter 
Season.  Therefore, we are also 
reminded of the Sacramental 
Confession necessary to prepare for 
this duty.  Please take this time of 
Lent to prepare and make a good and 
thorough confession in preparation 
for the great feast of Easter.  Lent 
runs from Ash Wednesday until the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper exclusive 
on Holy Thursday. 

A special second collection is scheduled for March 11-12, 
2023, to support the Priests’ Health and Retirement 
Association (PHRA), a fund that provides health 
insurance and retirement benefits to retired priests of 
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.  Please take a 
moment to reflect on the many years of service by our 
priests and how we can take this opportunity to thank 
them in a very particular way with a gift to the PHRA 
collection.

Reflections will be offered on the mysteries of the 
Rosary.  These simple reflections are intended to help 
the mysteries come to life for those who pray our Lady’s 
Rosary, and to bring to light the messages contained in 
these mysteries.  The series begins on Monday, March 
13 at Our Lady of Mercy and on Thursday, March 16 at 
St. Thomas Aquinas.  All are welcome.



WHY GOD CUTS AWAY OUR BRANCHES
It hurts when the vine grower prunes us.  But He also gives us strength to endure the suffering

—and to bear fruit.  ~Fr. Hugh Barbour, O. Praem 5/02/2021
     The “I am the Vine and you are the branches” passage from the Savior’s Last Supper discourse is 
full of comfort.  St. Thomas tells us that here He is consoling His apostles for the tribulations they will 
undergo after He leaves the world—not only in His death, but in His going away in His ascension.  
This may, however, not be entirely apparent to us, since this Gospel passage also has some very 
challenging warnings to offer.
     What does it mean to be comforted?  The origin of our English word comfort will give us a clear 
clue. The word comes from a Latin term meaning “to strengthen completely or altogether.”  Yet this 
idea of strengthening is not our usual understanding of comfort.  By comfort, we usually mean 
reassurance that things are not or will not be so bad after all.
     Although that may be true in the long run, in view of the happiness of heaven, this is not the Lord’s 
way of comforting.  He comforts us, as the word implies in our own language, to make us 
strong against painful trials that are sure to come.
     No one is exempted from these trials.  As He tells us, even if we are faithful and fruitful branches, 
we will still be pruned in order to bear even more fruit.  His Father, the Vine Grower, will cut away 
and prune as recognition that our proven fruitfulness must be fostered in this painful way.
     Thus no one can say, “But I am doing my best and trying my hardest, so why does God allow this or 
that to happen to me?”  St. Augustine tells us that there is no one so pure that he does not profit from 
purifications and trials.  Now, the trials of this life can be horrible and painful; there is no sense in 
minimizing them.  But the comfort we must take from them is that they are under the providential 
rule of God’s loving and merciful hand.
     St. Rose of Lima says that if we understood the value of suffering we would seek only that, and 
very ardently.  St. Teresa of Avila tells us that if we understood the life of grace, of the union with 
God of which Our Lord speaks today, we would be willing to suffer a thousand times the sufferings 
of this life in order to grow just one degree in merit.
     This is why we are wrong in a sense when we always explain great trials and disasters as simply 
“allowed” by God.  Only sin is merely allowed by Him.  Everything else in the world, including trials, 
tribulations, and sufferings, are willed by Him to be saving remedies.  So if the trial or suffering is not 
a sinful act, then it is something ultimately good for us.
     And as we have pointed out, this is not because you are bad, but especially because you are good.  
God is not training us for life on this earth, but eternal life, and in view of that we must be purged and 
purified by the hand of God.
     When we hear of great disasters in which many die unexpectedly, we should pray for them, but also 
understand that not a single one would prefer to return to this world, no matter how tragic the cause of 
their death.
     Now you could say, and with reason, “Father, all this is easy to say, but you know how hard it is to 
suffer.”  Yes, indeed, but we need strength, not illusions.  Christians are commanded by the Savior to 
take up the cross daily and follow Him, and He never deserved to suffer anything.
     The Lord gives us the secret of suffering well:  closeness to Him, union with Him; indeed, identity 
with Him by grace, since the Vine and the branches share the same nature.
     The most comforting thing He tells us is that without Him we can do nothing.  This means that He 
expects us to count on Him to give us the strength to endure, for giving us the power to thrive in spite 
of the tragedies and misfortunes and day-to-day trials is His business.
     So when we feel we can’t go on, or foresee our future difficulties, it is right and just to remind Him 
in prayer that without Him you cannot do it. Then we will prove true the words of St. Paul, “I can do 
all things in Him who strengthens me.” Now there is true comfort.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next: 

May 5th
4:00 - 5:00pm 

Services

Adoration

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Sharon Martin 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, 
Sarah Nickel, Paul Wojtkowski & 

Dan Ingram

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Mar 06
Lenten Weekday
No Mass

Tuesday, Mar 07
Saints Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs (commemoration)
No Mass

Wednesday, Mar 08
Saint John of God, Religious (commemoration)
No Mass
5:00pm (P) EVENING PRAYER
5:15pm (P) STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Thursday, Mar 09
Saint Frances of Rome, Religious (commemoration)
No Mass

Friday, Mar 10
Lenten Weekday ~ Abstinence
No Mass
5:00pm (T) EVENING PRAYER
5:15pm (T) STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Saturday, Mar 11
Lenten Weekday
9:00am (P) MORNING PRAYER
5:00pm (T) Lucille Kotten † (ANTICIPATED)

Sunday, Mar 12
Third Sunday of Lent
9:00am (T) People of the Parish  
11:00am (P) Margaret Kochenderfer Teranto †

One day before her Holy Hour, Jesus showed 
Blessed Dina Belanger a multitude of souls 
on the precipice of hell.  After her Holy 
Hour, Jesus showed the same souls in the 
hands of God.  He told her that through Holy 
Hours of prayer a multitude of souls go to 
Heaven who otherwise would have gone to 
hell as one person can make up for what is 
lacking in the lives of others by winning 
precious efficacious graces for their 
salvation.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Second Week of Lent


